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      Louis and I had been married for sixteen years now. We had ups and downs like every normal married couple, but lately, it felt like our rut was sinking more and more. I read a magazine article while at the hair salon that talked about this new trend around the country.

      The hotwife trend.

      I brought it up with my friend, and she told me she didn’t think she had the guts to venture into the more daring and self-confident lifestyle. But I thought I was. Maybe it would be what Louis and I needed. I had talked myself into bringing it up to him when the opportunity arose. Lucky for me … that happened tonight.
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        * * *

      

      “Carly, why don’t we sit at the bar? Less wait, easy access to the alcohol.” Louis suggested we go out tonight, but we didn’t think a Tuesday would be so packed at our favorite restaurant.

      “That’s a good idea; Frank’s making the drinks, so you know we will be in for a treat.” I let Louis guide me through the crowd, and he secured us two seats.

      “Are you going to get a steak?” He was looking through the menu; I always ordered the steak.

      “Yeah, probably. You?” I don’t know. Why don’t you order me something you know I will like? I need to run to the bathroom. The line looks long.” He pointed his finger over towards the bathroom doors.

      “Salad it is.” I laughed and smiled, “Kidding, I have you covered.”

      He kissed me on the cheek, and we smiled at one another. I watched him walk off to the side rooms when I heard this voice behind me say, “Excuse me, is this seat taken?” I looked over my shoulder and saw the sexiest man I had ever seen. He was taller, with dark brown hair and dark eyes, clean-shaven, and built like a football player. Hell, he looked like a famous football player.

      “Uhm,” I had lost my voice.

      “I take that as a no.” He pulled the seat out and joined me. I needed to form words but didn’t know what to say.

      “Hi, my name is Trent, and yours?”

      “Carly,” I managed to get out.

      “Nice to meet you. What is a pretty woman like yourself doing here alone?” His smile was perfect. His teeth were white as paper; his eyes felt like they could read into my soul.

      “I’m married; my husband is in the bathroom.” I showed him my wedding ring.

      “Well, that’s a damn shame. I hoped I could invite you to dinner with me tonight.” He let his hand move closer to mine, which was resting on the bar. I noticed he kept looking at our hands, probably wondering if I would say something.

      My body felt a connection to him; it had been a long time since someone tried to pick me up and flirt with me. I didn’t want this to stop. “What do you do, Trent?”

      “I work in oil and gas; I’m a salesman. What do you do?”

      “I’m a chemist; I work in a lab.”

      He grinned at me, “I find brains sexy as hell.”

      “So do I,” I heard Louis’s voice behind me. “Hi, my name is Louis, I’m her husband.”

      “Oh, sorry, she told me I took your seat. We were talking.” Trent stood up and vacated the chair for Louis.

      Part of me was sad my husband had shown back up so soon.

      “Did you order for us, Carly?”

      I shook my head, “Sorry, I got distracted.”

      “Hey, my apologies, brother; I’ll leave you to it. A beautiful wife you have there.”

      We watched Trent walk off, and I returned to the menu. “I think you should get the lobster tail and a steak with me.” I didn’t know if I wanted to discuss what had just happened. I thought Louis looked upset.

      “What was that?” He had a calm tone; his voice was low; maybe he wasn’t mad.

      “What was what?” I responded, trying to stay even toned like him.

      “That guy was hitting on you.”

      I couldn’t help the smile that crossed my lips. “Yeah …” I kept thinking about that article I read. “Did that upset you?” I paid close attention to Louis’s reaction.

      “Not sure I would say I was upset; it was different.”

      It was now or never; the perfect opportunity had presented itself. “I read an article the other day and think I should talk to you about it.”

      “Okay?” Louis signaled to the bartender who approached us. “Can I get a seven and seven? My wife will have your house white wine.”

      “Sure thing.” Frank turned around and went to get the drinks.

      “So what about this article?”

      I took a breath and began telling him about it. After a few minutes of explaining what a hotwife was and what the article was discussing, Frank showed up with our drinks and took our food order. When he left, Louis looked at me and sighed.

      “We are in a real rut, aren’t we?”

      It broke my heart to agree with him, “We are.”

      “Do you want to have sex with other men?” It was a hard question to hear.

      “I didn’t think so, but maybe meeting Trent. Now, I don’t know, maybe?”

      Louis took another drink and looked over in Trent’s direction. “And him, you want him to be the first?”

      “I have no idea; I wasn’t considering it.” I took a long pull on my wine glass. “What do you think about all this?”

      He sighed, “I know you’re hot. I know I married up. And I know you haven’t been happy in bed for a while. I haven’t been happy. That’s because of the rut. I guess we should be open to trying new things.”

      “Really?” I didn’t want to sound too eager.

      “Yeah, we should. But we need rules.”

      I took another drink of my wine, nodding, “Yes, we do. What rules?”

      Louis sat in deep thought for a moment and then began speaking. “First, always have to wear a condom. Second, it can’t be any of our friends. Third, if I want to watch you have to let me. Fourth, the guy always has to know you’re married.”

      “That seems fair. So, what about Trent? You want me to go get him?” I looked over in his direction; he was still alone, sitting at the table.

      “Sure, why the hell not. Go see if he wants to join us.”
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