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    To my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, my dear mother Violet, my husband Keith, my daughters Kiara, Denira, Kiana, and Denisha, my son Kameron, and my grandchildren Najah and KJ — you are the reason I believe in love, learning, and God's beautiful plan every day.

      

    


[image: ]In Homeschooling Beyond Books, moms will find the tools, inspiration, and godly guidance to 

prepare their teens not just for graduation, but for real life. Through wisdom-filled chapters on faith, 

finances, life skills, and character development, Betty Harris gently equips mothers to raise confident, 

capable, and Christ-centered young adults.

From gardening and budgeting to prayer and purpose, this book bridges the gap between book 

learning and life living. It reminds moms that homeschooling is more than academics — it’s 

discipleship.

If you’ve ever wondered how to prepare your teen for adulthood while keeping their heart anchored in 

Christ, this book is your roadmap. You’ll walk away with peace, clarity, and the assurance that when 

God called you to mother — He also equipped you to lead.
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INTRODUCTION
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When my children reached their teenage years, something shifted in our homeschool journey. The 

flashcards and phonics gave way to questions about purpose, calling, and the “real world.” I 

remember sitting before God and asking, “Lord, how do I prepare them for life — not just lessons?”

That’s when the Holy Spirit reminded me that homeschooling is about more than academics — it’s 

about discipleship. It’s about training our children to walk boldly in faith, to carry wisdom into every 

decision, and to step into adulthood ready for whatever God has prepared for them.

This book was born out of that moment. It’s for every Christian mom who has felt unsure about what 

comes next, who wants her children to be spiritually grounded, practical, and purpose-driven. 

Together, we’ll rediscover how to teach the lessons that last — the kind that grow roots deep in faith 

and fruit that will bless generations to come.

The Shift — From School to Life

“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old, he will not depart from it.” — Proverbs

22:6

When I first began homeschooling, my days were filled with alphabet charts, counting bears, and 

story time on the couch. I can still picture those little hands learning to hold a pencil and sound out 

words for the very first time. Those were sweet years — full of laughter, learning, and love.

But then came the teenage years.

[image: ]The flashcards disappeared, the questions grew deeper, and I found myself facing new territory I

hadn’t prepared for. My children no longer needed me to teach phonics — they needed wisdom for

life. They wanted to know how to handle money, how to make friends wisely, how to follow God’s

voice, and how to navigate a world that often pulls them away from Him.

I remember one day sitting in prayer and saying, “Lord, how do I teach them now? What do they

really need to know?” And in that quiet moment, God reminded me of something simple yet powerful:

“You’re not just homeschooling for school — you’re homeschooling for life.”

That truth changed everything.

From that day forward, our lessons began to look different. We still studied history and math, but we

also learned how to balance a checkbook, how to grow food from seed, how to pray through difficult

decisions, and how to recognize God’s voice in everyday life. We began to talk about purpose, work,

and calling — not just careers and college.

And you know what I discovered? These lessons became the most important ones of all.

Homeschooling through the teen years isn’t just about preparing for graduation — it’s about preparing

for life after graduation. It’s about helping our children grow into godly, capable young adults who can

stand firm in their faith, walk in wisdom, and use their gifts to impact the world for Christ.

This book was written for the mom who finds herself in that same place — standing between

childhood and adulthood, praying, “Lord, show me how.”

You may not have all the answers (none of us do), but the good news is that you don’t have to. God

has already given you everything you need to guide your teen — His Word, His wisdom, and His

Spirit. Your job isn’t to have it all figured out; it’s to stay faithful, prayerful, and obedient as you walk

this journey with your child.

In these pages, you’ll find encouragement, ideas, and practical lessons that help bridge the gap

between homeschooling and real life. You’ll learn how to teach faith that lasts, skills that matter, and
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