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			Dedication

			
		
    For Ava Grace,

who is learning the world

one question, one wonder, one step at a time.

 

May you always know

that listening is strength,

that kindness is wisdom,

and that faith grows best

when it is carried gently.

 

And for all who walk beside her,

and all who will walk after—

may the path be lit,

may the pace be unhurried,

and may you never doubt

that you are not alone.



    



  	
        
            
            "Trust in the LORD with all your heart,and do not rely on your own insight."

— Proverbs 3:5 (NRSVue)
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Author’s Note
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This book was written slowly.

Not because I lacked words, but because I did not want to outrun them.

Hear, O Reader began as a posture rather than a project—a desire to listen more carefully to Scripture, to history, and to the quiet ways faith forms us over time. I have long been drawn to voices that do not shout, to wisdom that lingers, to holiness that chooses patience over display. This book is my attempt to walk alongside those voices and invite you to do the same.

The figures who appear here are not offered as heroes to imitate perfectly, but as companions on the road. They listened. They remembered. They loved, attended, taught, anchored their faith in daily life, and kept walking when the path asked more of them than they expected. In their own ways, they kept watch—over Scripture, over community, over conscience—and in doing so, they made room for others to walk after them.

You will notice that this book does not rush to conclusions. That is intentional. I do not believe faith is best formed through answers alone. More often, it is shaped through attention, through return, through kindness practiced repeatedly in ordinary days. My hope is not that you will finish this book quickly, but that you might return to it when you need company, or pause, or a reminder to listen again.

If you find yourself lingering over a sentence, or setting the book down to sit quietly for a moment, then it is doing what it was meant to do.

Thank you for walking a little way with me. May you continue gently, humbly, and with gratitude—listening for the wisdom that has been speaking all along.

— Christian Fischer
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A Word Before We Begin
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Hear, O Reader is shaped around two ancient passages of Scripture that have guided faithful lives for generations: the Shema—“Hear, O Israel”—and the words of the prophet Micah, who asks not for grand displays of devotion, but for justice, kindness, and humility. These words were spoken aloud long before they were written down. They were learned by listening, remembered by repetition, and carried in daily life.

You do not need to be familiar with them to begin here.

This book does not assume expertise, certainty, or confidence. It is written for readers who are curious, tired, hopeful, uncertain, attentive—or some mixture of all of these. If you have ever felt drawn to Scripture but unsure how to approach it, or if you have long carried faith quietly without feeling the need to explain it, you are welcome here.

The chapters of this book follow a simple movement:

We begin by listening.

We learn to remember.

We practice loving.

We attend to what is before us.

We teach through the lives we live.

We anchor faith in the body and in time.

And finally, we walk—not toward a finish line, but along a way.

Each chapter is divided into scenes, followed by a brief reflection. These reflections are not meant to be answered or completed. They are invitations to notice. You may wish to read one scene at a time, or return to certain sections again and again. There is no right pace.

Throughout the book, you will encounter figures from the Christian tradition. They are introduced not as authorities to impress, but as companions who learned faith in ordinary, faithful ways. They listened before speaking. They practiced patience. They carried responsibility quietly. Their lives remind us that holiness is not always loud, and wisdom is often learned over time.
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