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PART ONE: THE FINAL BATTLE
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CHAPTER 1: THE POINT OF NO RETURN

The moment Mira stepped through the veil into the Shadow Palace for the last time, she knew there was no going back.

The palace had changed. Where before it had been a place of dark elegance, now it thrummed with war preparation. Sentinels from the Shadow Court were sharpening weapons made of crystallized darkness. Creatures that Mira had never seen before—beings that seemed to be made from pure shadow—moved through the corridors with grim purpose.

Lyris found her in the war room, studying maps of the human city above and the Midnight Realm below.

"Aleksander has called for a full assembly of the Old Blood," Lyris said without preamble. "They're gathering at the Heart of the Realm—the place where the barrier between worlds is thinnest. He's going to try to reinforce the separation."

"Can he?" Mira asked.

"If he has enough power, yes. The Old Blood still has centuries of accumulated strength. And Aleksander..." Lyris paused. "Aleksander was the strongest of them all. He holds reserves of power that would make most beings shatter from the mere containment of it."
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