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      The winds are cold. My love the goddess Freyja is surely chilled where she rides atop my back. I wish I could warm her, but I have no hands. Soon the sun will set, and my body will warm hers. I cannot wait.

      Each day it is the same. By day I am Battleswine. By night I take back my own form, as is Freyja’s will. She tells me my beauty is for her alone. By lamplight, she adores me, and I her. But only by lamplight.

      Why we travel in these frigid lands is beyond me. The weather and the women leave much to wanting. I crave my home. A warm fireside and a spring-lively maid or three to warm my bed.

      Freyja leaves the business of war for not a moment these days. It grows tiresome.

      “Otta, love, you can leave me for a time,” Freyja would surely say, could she read my thoughts.

      But I would not. When she went south I would go with her. If she stayed north, I stayed north. My place is with her.

      Today the sun touches the horizon while we are still afield. My love will have to walk, for a time.

      My flesh and bones melt and reform, stretching and contracting in a painless, long-known transformation. I am fragments and then a man again.

      “Stand, Otta.” Freyja’s hand is at my neck, nestled in my hair. I nuzzle against her, a motion normally reserved for Battleswine, the great boar, who presses his face to his lady’s thigh as she strokes his ears.

      The goddess reaches now for Otta the man, and I am thrilled as ever to answer.

      “Are you cold, my love?” I make my worry plain. There are no games between us.

      Freyja laughs. “No. I am not cold. I am eager to defeat our enemies.”

      “I am eager for sleep.”

      “Sleep, is it?” Her eyes sparkle, a merry glow in her cheeks reminding me of her naked skin by firelight.

      I smile. “Sleep will wait for you, my love.”

      Her gaze leaves mine and sweeps the steppes.

      Where are we?

      The goddess knows, of course.

      A short walk later, we arrive, to a half-buried mound of a home surrounded by a low stone wall. All of the grays blend into the landscape. I would never have noticed it. I am thankful I have my love to watch over me.

      The people here are not nice. They do not like the fact that a man accompanies Freyja. This is why we try to arrive before sunset. Folk are more accepting of Battleswine.

      Pah. I care not what they think. I am here for my lady, the goddess Freyja, and I will answer to no one else.

      I follow Freyja to the steps when she decides to retire. She places a hand on my arm. “Otta, tonight you have your own room. Enjoy yourself. The fighting has been long and you deserve a reward.”

      I understand fully when I enter my room, to find a fire already crackling cheerily and a lovely brunette in the feather bed. Freyja knows how to spoil me. I indulge in the human woman, the carnal pleasures common to all men. My slumber is deep when I finally find sleep.

      I wake before dawn, thankfully. The woman still in my bed would not take kindly to awakening next to a giant boar.

      I stretch and rise from the bed.

      Finding Freyja’s room, I am about to open the door when someone else does it for me. A man steps from inside, closing the door behind him as he appraises me. “The lady Freyja wishes to be alone,” he says, as though his words matter to me.
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