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Chapter One: The Silence Between Frequencies
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They told her silence was peace.

But Isla Mercer had learned that silence could also mean something was listening.

It had been six months since the incident in Lab 7, the breach, the transmission, and the awakening of the Fifth Voice. The world hadn’t ended, not precisely. No one else had heard the signal under the ice. Not in the way she had.

To them, it was a seismic anomaly.

To her, it was a lullaby from a mind older than evolution.

Now she lived off the grid, somewhere in the Icelandic highlands, in a cabin wired with analog technology and radio shielding. The air was cold, dry, and too quiet.

The other voices had grown still.

No, Vance is reminding her of protocol.

No, Elsie was humming lullabies when she couldn’t sleep.
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