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Maia Tobares is a passionate French teacher who combines curiosity and determination in her mission to transform education through innovation and research. At 25 years old, he has demonstrated an exceptional commitment to educational excellence, constantly exploring new methodologies that adapt to the diversity of his students.

With a wealth of teaching experience, Maia has taught classes at different levels and age groups, ranging from kindergarten to primary and secondary schools. Its work includes both online and in-person classes, which allows it to adapt to the needs of each student. In addition, she was awarded a scholarship to carry out an exchange in France as a Spanish assistant, where she taught various courses at the Lycée Simone Veil during the 2023-2024 academic year.

Maia has a solid academic background, having a degree in teaching Spanish as a Foreign Language (ELE) and currently training as an English as a Foreign Language (TEFL) teacher. Her interest in different pedagogical approaches allows her to explore creative ways of conveying concepts, making learning engaging and meaningful.

Convinced that it is always possible to improve education, Maia strives to find strategies that spark curiosity and enthusiasm in her students. She firmly believes that each student is unique and deserves a personalized approach to reach their full potential.

Maia has a clear and valuable message for the educational community: education can be transformed and enriched through creativity, research and the implementation of innovative approaches. Its goal is to inspire other teachers to explore new possibilities and develop solutions that address contemporary challenges in education.

With enthusiasm, experience and dedication, Maia Tobares aspires to become an inspiring and respected voice in the field of French teaching, contributing to the constant search for new ways of teaching and learning.
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​Introduction: Why teach outside the textbook?
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In the field of language teaching, and especially in the teaching of foreign languages ​​such as French and Spanish, traditional methods have relied heavily on the use of textbooks. These structured materials, while useful and organized, often limit teachers' creativity and ability to adapt to the particular needs of each student. With the evolution of pedagogical methods and the growing demand for more dynamic and personalized learning, the question arises: is the textbook enough to prepare our students to communicate and understand the world around them?


​A Brief History of Traditional Teaching

Traditional teaching has been based, for a long time, on the transmission of knowledge through content organized in chapters, exercises and repetitive readings. This structure offers a clear guide and rhythm for learning, but can turn the classroom into a space where students feel like passive recipients of information. This modality focuses on memorization and repetition, instead of encouraging curiosity, exploration and critical thinking.

Over time, approaches have been introduced that seek to integrate the student as an active participant. Among these, the communicative method and the task-oriented approach stand out, which place interaction, expression and the cultural context at the center of teaching. However, for these methods to be fully deployed, it is necessary to explore and adopt resources beyond the textbook, introducing creativity and flexibility into the classroom.


​The Need for Creative Methods in Modern Teaching

Pedagogical creativity is key in teaching a foreign language, where the objective is not only grammatical mastery or vocabulary, but also the ability to interact, understand and communicate effectively in a cultural context. Today's students, especially young adults and children, are exposed to a continuous flow of visual and auditory information that has transformed their ways of learning and processing the world. Incorporating activities that take advantage of technology, art, music, and other authentic resources allows learning to be more relevant and engaging for them.

In language teaching, the use of creativity helps students feel motivated and engaged. Innovative methods not only make learning more enjoyable, but also improve retention and practical application of knowledge. Instead of following a vocabulary list or a set of grammar exercises, students can learn a language while immersing themselves in authentic communicative situations that prepare them for real life.


​Objectives and Structure of the Ebook

It's ebook, "Pedagogical Creativity: Teaching outside the Textbook", seeks to offer a renewed approach to teaching French and Spanish as foreign languages. Each chapter will explore methods, resources and dynamics that allow teachers to move away from the traditional method and adapt their teaching to a student-centered approach. Practical tools and real examples will be provided to integrate creativity into the educational process, so that students become active and enthusiastic participants in their own learning.

This book is not intended to replace the value of textbooks, but rather to complement them, providing a range of resources, activities and innovative strategies that adjust to the reality of each classroom. From the integration of technology to the use of simulations and dramatization, each chapter offers ideas that facilitate the development of communicative and cultural competencies in students, preparing them to interact effectively in a foreign language.

We hope that this journey inspires you to expand your teaching methods and explore new ways to motivate and connect with your students, promoting deep, meaningful learning adapted to the changing world in which we live.

​
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​Chapter 1: Creativity in foreign language teaching
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Creativity in the pedagogical field is a powerful tool that transforms the teaching and learning process, turning the classroom into a dynamic and participatory space. In teaching foreign languages, such as French and Spanish, creativity helps students feel more motivated and engaged, while facilitating a deeper connection to the language and culture they are learning. This chapter explores the meaning and benefits of creativity in the classroom, as well as practical strategies that teachers can implement to encourage more active and meaningful learning.


​Creativity in pedagogy: Definition and key elements

Creativity in pedagogy refers to the teacher's ability to design novel and relevant learning experiences that respond to the individual needs and characteristics of their students. This involves the use of unconventional methods, flexibility in lesson planning, and the ability to adapt materials to foster a stimulating learning environment.

There are several key elements that characterize creativity in language teaching:
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