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        Rebelling against her stifling life, Maureen’s new bird tattoo symbolizes her dream of freedom and possibility. But soon the tattoo is changing and Maureen feels strange stirrings. Her bird tattoo is growing and growing birds need to eat...

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Tattoo You

          

        

      

    

    
      “Did it hurt? I can't believe you did it. Can I see?” Danielle spoke breathlessly.

      “I have to keep it covered,” Maureen said. “In a few days you can see it.”

      “You actually did it.” Danielle shook her head. “It must have hurt like hell.”

      “It only hurt while he was doing it,” Maureen said. “I've had other things hurt worse than a tattoo.”

      Danielle didn't say anything, just nodded in understanding. That, of course, killed the conversation which was just as well. A hollowness echoed inside of Maureen that no three martini lunch could fill, not since Brian left.

      They made more small talk before Danielle had to leave. Maureen stayed to finish her coffee. Mr. Baxter could wait, the entire job could wait as far as she was concerned. She felt old and stuffy after having been at the law firm for five years. The same job with the same tyrannical boss. It wouldn't be so bad if there was opportunities but the firm was known for its stinginess. They hadn't even replaced the carpets in twenty years.

      Hence this skirt, thought Maureen, brushing her fingers over the worn fabric. Almost threadbare. The tattoo had been a luxury, something she'd had to save for. Surprising how long it took to gather up two hundred and fifty dollars. She'd never told Brian; it was meant to be a surprise. Then after he left, the small blue bird became the symbol of her own freedom. Something cherished and feared.

      She couldn't remember thinking about a tattoo although her neighborhood was filled with kids who sported them. Like long hair in the sixties, she thought as she walked by. Too young for the sixties rebellion and now too old for the current generation, she'd somehow missed her chance.

      Or so she thought until a chance encounter with a young girl at the corner store.

      She'd been all punked out, as Brian would have called it. Black spiky hair, black lipstick, eyes made up heavily. A large silver ring hung from her nose. A distressed leather jacket covered her torn t-shirt and stained jeans. She'd entered the store, all smacking gum and bravado to stand by Maureen and survey the potato chips.

      When she turned slightly, Maureen had noticed a tattooed sun poking out by her collarbone. The girl saw Maureen's glance but instead of snarling, she smiled a smile that lit up her face.

      “The sun,” she said proudly. “Got it all the time now, even when it ain't shining.”

      The variety store bell tinkled in Maureen's mind when she thought about it. Got it all the time. She knew then she'd wanted to have some freedom for herself.

      A quick glance at her watch sent her scrambling to her feet. God, she was going to be late and even though she hated the firm, she needed the job especially with no one to split the rent. A sob hiccupped in her throat. She was not going to let it bother her. Wouldn't he just love that?

      As she pulled on her coat, the collar scraped against her shoulder, reminding her of the bandage. Of the tattoo. That made her stand up a little straighter. Brian would have hated it. People at the office would hate it too, but she didn't care. It was her blue bird.

      She left for the office with a smile and a bounce in her step.
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        * * *

      

      Maureen could only see the tattoo in the mirror when she glanced over her shoulder at it. The tiny blue bird spread delicate, frost-tipped wings wide. Its little feet were tucked under its belly. The head tilted back, beak open in song. It hadn't scabbed over like she expected. Tiny brown specks came off when she dabbed it with a tissue. She realized that these were the scabs, scabs for the tiny, pin‑sized holes where the needle had deposited the ink. She remembered the burn of the needle plunging into her skin. The outline had been the worst. But she hadn't cried at the pain, merely clenched her teeth and endured. Only an hour's worth of pain for a lifetime of freedom.
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