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        * * *

      

      The noisy city flushed with sounds of traffic and humans. The human-boats-on-wheels not only growled loudly as they whizzed by on the street, but gave hiccupping beeps in irritation at other humans whether they were in their own boat or merely walking across the road. Not only that, but these oarless boats stank worse than the newly arrived souls in Hel’s underworld. Lights on the front and back of the wheeled boats flickered and flashed in yellow and red, sometimes a pale blue too. Somehow, the humans knew how to read these and understood what the boat was saying. But sometimes the boats turned aggressively to nearly hit a pedestrian and more shouting ensued. Yes, the land of Midgard was noisy.
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