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Chapter 1: The Factory Whistle






The summer Rose turned twenty-four, she got a job at Grayson Manufacturing, and for the first time in her life, she thought maybe things were going to be all right.

Before Grayson, there had been two other factories. The first one, a plastics plant on the south end of town, had let her go after three months. The foreman there had a way of looking at her that made her skin crawl, and when she finally told him to stop, she found herself out of a job by Friday. The second place, a garment factory with machines so loud you couldn't hear yourself think, closed up without a word of warning one February morning. She showed up at seven a.m. and found a padlock on the door and a paper notice taped to the glass.

She stood in the cold reading that notice twice before she fully understood what it said.

Grayson was different. It was a metal parts plant, dark and loud and smelling of grease and hot steel, but the line supervisor was a stout woman named Harriet who ran a tight ship and didn't put up with nonsense from anyone, including the men. Rose liked that. She liked knowing where she stood.








