
    
      
        
          
        
      

    



    
        
          Fortson's Four Hour Bible Series: Daniel +  Bel and The Dragon  (Learn The Complete Book of Daniel In 4 Hours Or Less)

        

        
        
          Dante Fortson

        

        
          Published by Dante Fortson, 2026.

        

    



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      FORTSON'S FOUR HOUR BIBLE SERIES: DANIEL +  BEL AND THE DRAGON  (LEARN THE COMPLETE BOOK OF DANIEL IN 4 HOURS OR LESS)

    

    
      First edition. May 2, 2026.

      Copyright © 2026 Dante Fortson.

    

    
    
      Written by Dante Fortson.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Introduction
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Across the sweeping landscape of Biblical literature, few figures loom as large or as enigmatic as Daniel. He is the statesman-prophet, a man who navigated the treacherous waters of two world empires, Babylon and Persia, without losing his soul. To study the Book of Daniel is to embark on a journey through the corridors of power, the fires of persecution, and the cosmic mysteries of the end times. This book, "The Sovereign Hand: Master the Book of Daniel in Four Hours," is designed to be your comprehensive guide through this complex terrain. Over the next four hours, we will dismantle the barriers of history, language, and apocalyptic imagery to reveal a message that is as urgent today as it was twenty-six centuries ago: that the Most High God rules the kingdoms of men.

The Book of Daniel is unique in the Biblical canon, serving as a bridge between the historical narratives of the Old Testament and the apocalyptic revelations of the New. It is a tale of two worlds, the visible world of political intrigue and the invisible world of spiritual warfare. In these pages, we encounter a young teenager dragged from his home in Jerusalem to the heart of a pagan empire. We watch him grow into an old man who has outlived his captors and seen the rise and fall of kings. But Daniel is more than just a biography; it is a blueprint for living with integrity in a culture that is often hostile to faith.

Our study is structured to honor the breadth of the Danielic tradition. While many modern Bibles end at chapter 12, we will also explore the fascinating "additions" to Daniel found in the Deuterocanonical texts: Bel and the Dragon. These accounts, though often categorized as "apocryphal" in Protestant traditions, provide a rich look at Daniel’s continued legacy as a defender of truth and a debunker of idolatry. By including these, we ensure you receive a holistic education on the character of Daniel as he was understood by the early Church and the Jewish Diaspora.

The first hour of our journey focuses on Integrity in the Crucible. We begin with the fundamental question of identity. How does one remain a servant of God when forced into the service of a king who claims to be a god? We will look at the famous accounts of the dietary trial, the fiery furnace, and the giant metal statue. You will learn that Daniel’s wisdom was not merely intellectual but deeply spiritual, a gift from a God who honors those who honor Him.

In the second hour, The Humbling of Kings, we witness the psychological and spiritual weight of absolute power. We will analyze the fall of Nebuchadnezzar and the terrifying "writing on the wall" during Belshazzar’s feast. This section is a masterclass in the theology of pride, demonstrating that no throne is so high that God cannot reach it, and no heart is so hard that He cannot break it. We conclude this hour in the lions' den, seeing how Daniel’s lifelong habit of prayer became his greatest weapon and his greatest threat.

The third hour, Visions of the End, shifts our focus from the palace to the heavens. Daniel is often called the "Apocalypse of the Old Testament," and for good reason. We will dive into the bizarre and terrifying imagery of beasts rising from the sea, representing the march of human history. We will tackle the "Seventy Weeks," perhaps the most debated prophecy in the entire Bible, and see how it points with startling precision to the arrival of the Messiah.

Finally, in the fourth hour, Spiritual Warfare and the Apocrypha, we pull back the curtain on the cosmic struggle. We will explore the angelic messengers who spoke to Daniel and the "Prince of Persia" who opposed them, gaining a new perspective on how prayer influences the unseen world. We will then transition into the stories of Bel and the Dragon, where Daniel uses his wit and faith to expose the emptiness of man-made idols, concluding our study with a synthesis of how Daniel’s life serves as a beacon for the modern believer.

This is not a passive reading experience. This is an intensive, four-hour immersion designed to equip you with the historical context, the theological depth, and the practical applications of this prophetic masterpiece. Whether you are a seasoned scholar or a curious newcomer, the goal remains the same: to see the Sovereign Hand of God moving through history and to find the courage to stand as Daniel stood. Prepare your heart and mind; the hour is at hand.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Chapter 1: Integrity in the Crucible (Chapters 1 – 3)
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1.1 The Siege of Identity
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The opening of the Book of Daniel is not merely a record of military conquest; it is a profound exploration of the psychological and spiritual warfare inherent in exile. When King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon besieged Jerusalem in the third year of the reign of King Jehoiakim, he did more than seize territory. He initiated a systematic program of cultural erasure designed to transform the elite youth of Israel into loyal Babylonian administrators. This process, often referred to as the siege of identity, serves as the foundational conflict of the book. It sets the stage for a narrative where the central question is whether a person of faith can remain true to their God while submerged in a society that is fundamentally opposed to their heritage.

The narrative begins with a startling theological assertion: the Lord gave Jehoiakim, the king of Judah, into Nebuchadnezzar’s hand. This detail is crucial for the reader to grasp. In the ancient Near East, the defeat of a nation was often interpreted as the defeat of that nation’s deity. By stating that God Himself handed over the king and the vessels of the temple, the author clarifies that Babylon’s victory was not a sign of the supremacy of Marduk or Bel; rather, it was a manifestation of God’s sovereign judgment and discipline over His people. Even in the midst of national tragedy and the plundering of the sacred temple, God remains the primary actor on the stage of history.

Once the physical siege was complete, the cultural siege began. Nebuchadnezzar ordered Ashpenaz, the master of his eunuchs, to select youths from the royal family and the nobility of Israel. These young men were required to be without physical blemish, handsome in appearance, and gifted in all wisdom. The goal was to take the best and brightest of the conquered people and assimilate them so thoroughly that their former allegiances would be forgotten. This was a sophisticated form of soft power. Instead of execution or enslavement in the traditional sense, these youths were offered the highest education and the finest luxuries of the empire.

The re-education program was three-fold. First, they were to be taught the literature and the language of the Chaldeans. This involved more than just learning a new alphabet; it required an immersion into Babylonian mythology, science, and worldviews. They were being taught to see the world through the lens of their captors. Second, the king assigned them a daily portion of the royal meat and the wine which he drank. This was an invitation to the king’s table, a symbol of intimacy and dependence. Third, their names were changed. This was perhaps the most personal assault of all. Daniel, which means "God is my Judge," was renamed Belteshazzar, meaning "May Bel protect his life." Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah also received names that honored Babylonian deities. Every time they were addressed, they were reminded of their new identity as subjects of the Babylonian gods.

It is against this backdrop that we see the quiet but firm resistance of Daniel. The text tells us that Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king’s meat, nor with the wine which he drank. It is important to note what Daniel did not resist. He did not refuse the education, nor did he publicly protest his new name. He understood that he could learn the wisdom of the world without believing its lies, and he could be called by a pagan name without it changing who he was inside. However, the food represented a bridge too far. Partaking in the king's diet likely involved eating animals that were ceremonially unclean according to the Law of Moses; furthermore, the food and wine were often dedicated to idols before being served. For Daniel, eating at the king’s table was a sign of covenantal loyalty.

Daniel’s approach to this conflict provides a masterclass in gracious resistance. He did not stage a riot or insult the king’s officials. Instead, he sought permission from the prince of the eunuchs. Because God had granted Daniel favor and compassion in the sight of Ashpenaz, the official was willing to listen, though he was terrified of the king’s potential wrath. If Daniel and his friends looked sickly compared to the other youths, Ashpenaz would pay with his life. Daniel, demonstrating both faith and wisdom, proposed a ten-day test. He requested a diet of vegetables and water, a simple regimen that would keep them free from ritual defilement.

This ten-day trial was a period of intense spiritual significance. It was a visible demonstration of the principle that man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God. At the end of the ten days, the results were undeniable. Daniel and his three friends appeared fairer and fatter in flesh than all the youths who ate the portion of the king’s meat. This was not merely the result of a healthy vegetarian diet; it was a divine intervention. God vindicated their faithfulness. As a result, the guard took away their assigned meat and wine and gave them vegetables instead.

The chapter concludes by noting that God gave these four youths knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom, and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams. When their three-year training period ended, they were brought before Nebuchadnezzar himself. The king interviewed them and found them to be ten times better than all the magicians and astrologers in his entire realm. Daniel’s commitment to his identity as a servant of the Most High did not hinder his success; it was the very source of it. He remained in the royal court until the first year of King Cyrus, a span of roughly seventy years. He outlasted the empire that tried to erase him.
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1.2 The Forgotten Dream
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As we move into the second hour of our study, we encounter one of the most pivotal moments in the entire Book of Daniel. In the second year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams that troubled his spirit so much that his sleep left him. This was not a simple nightmare; it was a divine disturbance. The king sensed that the dream held a message of monumental importance, but he was plagued by a unique problem: he either could not or would not reveal the content of the dream to his advisors. To test the validity of his wise men, he demanded that they not only interpret the dream but also tell him exactly what he had dreamed.

The king summoned the magicians, the astrologers, the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans. These men were the intellectual and spiritual elite of Babylon, claiming to have access to the secrets of the gods. Nebuchadnezzar’s demand placed them in an impossible position. He told them quite clearly that if they did not make known the dream and its interpretation, they would be cut in pieces and their houses would be made a dunghill. However, if they succeeded, they would receive gifts, rewards, and great honor. The wise men tried to stall, asking the king to tell them the dream so they could provide the meaning. The king saw through their delay, accusing them of preparing lying and corrupt words.

The response of the Chaldeans is one of the most honest statements in the book. They told the king that there was not a man on earth who could do what he asked, and no king had ever asked such a thing of any magician or astrologer. They concluded by saying that only the gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh, could reveal such a secret. This statement sets the stage for the entrance of the true God. It highlights the total bankruptcy of human wisdom and pagan spirituality when faced with the mysteries of the divine. Infuriated by their failure, Nebuchadnezzar issued a decree to destroy all the wise men of Babylon, a command that included Daniel and his companions.

When Arioch, the captain of the king’s guard, came to execute the decree, Daniel reacted with characteristic wisdom and tact. He asked why the decree was so urgent, and after Arioch explained the situation, Daniel went in and requested that the king give him time. This was a bold move. Just hours before, the king had accused the other wise men of trying to "gain time," yet he granted it to Daniel. Daniel did not rely on his own intellect to solve the crisis; instead, he went to his house and made the thing known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. He urged them to seek mercies from the God of heaven concerning this secret, so that they would not perish with the rest of the wise men.

That night, the secret was revealed to Daniel in a night vision. Before rushing to the king, Daniel paused to bless the God of heaven. His prayer of thanksgiving, recorded in Daniel 2:20–23, is a beautiful summary of the book’s themes. He praises God for His wisdom and might, for changing the times and the seasons, for removing kings and setting up kings, and for revealing deep and secret things. Daniel acknowledges that his wisdom is a gift, not an inherent talent. Secure in this revelation, Daniel approached Arioch and told him not to destroy the wise men, but to bring him before the king.

Standing before the most powerful man in the world, Daniel remained humble. When asked if he could make known the dream, Daniel redirected the glory to God. He admitted that no wise man could answer the king, but he declared, "There is a God in heaven who reveals secrets." He explained that the dream was intended to show Nebuchadnezzar what would happen in the "latter days." The king’s dream involved a great image, a colossus that was both magnificent and terrifying.

The statue was composed of different materials from top to bottom. The head was of fine gold, its breast and arms were of silver, its belly and thighs were of bronze, its legs were of iron, and its feet were a mixture of iron and clay. As the king watched, a stone was cut out without hands; it struck the image on its feet of iron and clay and broke them in pieces. Then the entire statue crumbled into dust and was carried away by the wind like chaff from a summer threshing floor. But the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.

Daniel then provided the interpretation. The head of gold was Nebuchadnezzar himself and the Babylonian Empire, characterized by its wealth and absolute power. However, after him, another kingdom would arise, inferior to his, represented by the silver. This would be followed by a third kingdom of bronze that would rule over the earth. The fourth kingdom, represented by iron, would be as strong as iron, breaking and bruising everything in its path. Finally, the feet of iron mixed with clay represented a divided kingdom, partly strong and partly fragile, a political entity that would try to mix through human alliances but would never truly stick together.
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