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			Dedication

			
		
    “The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” — Job 1:21.


Or, as some read it, “The Lord giveth, and the Lord taketh away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” So that, the text is not only concerning the past, but it may rightly be considered as relating to the present also. Some of the rarest pearls have been found in the deepest waters, and some of the choicest utterances of believers have come from them when God’s waves and billows have been made to roll over them. The fire consumes nothing but the dross, and leaves the gold all the purer. In Job’s cause, I may truly say, with regard to his position before God, he had lost nothing by all his losses, for what could be purer and brighter gold thou this which gleams before us from our text, revealing his triumphant patience, his complete resignation, and his cheerful acquiescence in the divine will? “The Lord giveth, and the Lord taketh away; blessed be the name of the Lord.”


There are two points to which I ask your earnest attention while we meditate upon this subject The first is the exhortation drawn from the text, — learn to see the Lord’s hand in everything, in giving and in taking; and, secondly, — and this is a harder lesson, — learn to bless the Lord’s name in everything, in giving and in taking.








—Charles H. Spurgeon
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Introduction
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The book of Job explores the relationship between good times, bad times and faith in God. Do we believe that God is the source of all good? So what does it mean if goodness disappears from our lives? Have we given up our faith in God or His goodness? Or do we take it as a sign that God is punishing us? How can we remain faithful to God in the midst of suffering? What hope do we have for the future?

These issues arise in all walks of life, but they have a special connection to work because one of the main reasons we work is to achieve a certain level of prosperity. We work to put a roof over our heads, put food on our tables and provide good things for ourselves and our loved ones, among many other reasons. Adversity can threaten our level of prosperity and it is difficult to maintain confidence during economic adversity. The main character in the workbook starts out in a prosperous situation and experiences an almost unimaginable disaster, including losing his livelihood and wealth. Throughout the book, his faith is sorely tested as he experiences fascinating successes and disastrous failures at work and in life.

In this section, we examine a number of applications of this book in the workplace. Is financial success a sign of our abilities or a blessing from God? What does being unemployed or failing tell us about God's view of our work? How does faith in God help us cope with failure and loss? How does job stress affect our family life and health? How do we deal with anger at God if He allows us to be treated unfairly at work? We will delve into Job's practical treatise on superior-subordinate relationships based on mutual respect for every human being created by the one true God. Finally, we will consider Job's unique contribution to women's economic empowerment.
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Exploring the Panorama and Details
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The author of the Book of Job is anonymous. It appears that Job was not an Israelite, since he is said to have come from the land of Uz (Job 1:1), which according to most scholars was located in the southeast of ancient Israel. Since he is quoted in the book of Ezekiel (Ezekiel 14:14, 20), it seems correct to point out that this story took place before Ezekiel's death (6th century B.C.). In any case, his story is timeless.

The book contains a variety of literary genres (narrative, poetic, visionary, dialogue, etc.) that intertwine to form a literary work of art. The most generally accepted scheme identifies two cycles of lamentation, dialogue and revelation, sandwiched between a prologue and an epilogue:



	Job 1-2

	Job's Decline in Fortune




	Job 3

	Job's First Complaint




	Job 4-27

	Job's Companions Point to Him as Responsible for the Misfortune




	Job 28

	Discovery of Wisdom



	Job 29-31
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