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            FOREWORD

          

        

      

    

    
      The Complete Works of Zacharias Tanee Fomum on Holiness contains the following books:

      
        	True Repentance

        	Restitution

        	Deliverance from Sin

        	The Way of Sanctification

        	You Can Receive a Pure Heart Today

        	The School of Truth

        	The Believer’s Conscience

        	The Sin before You Can Lead to Death: Do not commit it!

        	A Vessel of Honour

        	A Broken Vessel

      

      Holiness seems to have become an elusive theme in our day. Many preachers prefer to shy away from preaching it. Why? Because they don’t live it. In this way, the enemy is fighting holiness like nothing else, since he knows we have all been commanded to be holy, even as He is holy (Leviticus 19:2).

      The Bible says, “You must distinguish between the holy and the common, between the unclean and the clean, and you must teach the Israelites all the decrees the Lord has given them through Moses” (Leviticus 10:10-11). So holiness has to do with being uncommon and extraordinary, clean at heart, and teaching it by example.

      This makes holiness a subject that is related to sinlessness, righteousness, and godliness. It begins with true repentance. A person who has not known true repentance unto God and faith in the Lord Jesus, cannot be holy. Attempting holiness without true repentance would be wood, hay, and stubble, ready to be burned in the fire.

      He who repents truly will naturally and easily carry out restitution for past stolen, defrauded, borrowed or unpaid things. Every holy person is uncommon in that he has experienced deliverance from all sin, through knowing, reckoning, yielding entirely to God, and walking in the Spirit. He has entered the way of sanctification. He has received a pure heart and enrolled in the School of Truth.

      A holy man is a man with an all good conscience, who shuns all sin, because he cherishes his relationship with God. He refrains from all sin because he would not want to court God’s judgment. He has willingly offered himself to be broken and, for that reason, has become a vessel of honour. Following the simple, practical steps outlined in this anthology will carry you into the way of holiness.

      We send this first volume on holiness out with a cry to the Lord that, He should use it to bring many to the way of holiness that has become so elusive in our day.
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      I dedicate this book to

      VICTOR ALLAHDOUM

      A man of unusual love and spontaneous true repentance with joy and fellowship in the Lord
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            PREFACE

          

        

      

    

    
      This book is the thirteenth in the series, “Practical Helps For Overcomers.” The books in the series that have already been written are:

      
        	Discipleship at any cost

        	The Use Of Time

        	Retreats For Spiritual Progress

        	Personal Spiritual Revival

        	Daily Dynamic Encounters With God

        	The School Of Truth

        	How To Succeed In The Christian Life

        	The Christian And Money

        	Deliverance From The Sin Of Laziness

        	The Art Of Working Hard

        	Knowing God - The Greatest Need Of The Hour

        	Revelation: A Must

        	True Repentance

        	Restitution - An Important Message For The Overcomers

        	You Can Receive A Pure Heart Today

        	You Can Lead Someone To The Lord Jesus Today

        	You Can Receive The Baptism Into The Holy Spirit Now

        	The Dignity Of Manual Labour

        	You Have A Talent!

        	The Making Of Disciples

        	The Secret Of Spiritual Fruitfulness

        	Are You Still A Disciple Of The Lord Jesus?

        	The Overcomer As A Servant Of Man

      

      One reason why believers commit sin with such alarming frequency, committing the same sin over and over is that their eyes have never been opened to the harm that sin does to God. It is a knife thrust willingly into His heart! Another reason why sin is committed so deliberately and with such impunity is that believers have for the most part been unwilling to confront the dangers that sin would cause them in every domain of their lives. A last reason why the same sin could be committed with much frequency is that there had never been true repentance for the first time it was committed. There was also no true repentance for the other sins that were committed. There might have been some worldly repentance but there was no true, godly, biblical repentance. When godly repentance takes place it is more difficult to return to the same sin.

      True repentance includes a knowledge of sin, sorrow for sin, confession of sin, forsaking of sin, restitution for sin, forgiveness sought and received, and restoration to the heart of God. We will dwell at some length on the first five steps above and say very little on the sixth and seventh. This is because the sixth and the seventh steps: forgiveness sought and received and restoration sought and received, flow naturally after the first five steps have been handled the way God wants.

      We are aware that basically, only God can work out true repentance in the human heart. We also know that God will work out true repentance in the hearts that are prepared to co-operate with Him. Whatever God does, He will not repent in man’s place; He cannot repent for man. Man must repent for himself in response to God’s move. The person who is prepared to repent, will find God more than willing to help him. The question of who initiates repentance: God or man, may bring us to the same question as, Which came first, the egg or the hen? It does not matter which came first. It is important that we have hens and eggs and eggs and hens. Man’s responsibility is to do all to repent. He can trust God to faithfully do His part.

      Hallelujah !

      
        
        Yaoundé, 18th January 1992

      

      

      
        
        Zacharias TANEE FOMUM,

        P.O. Box 6090,Yaounde

        Cameroon.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            INTRODUCTION

          

        

      

    

    
      When a believer finds that he has sinned, two pathways are open before him: The pathway of true repentance and the pathway of superficial, false or spurious repentance. The two pathways are shown below:

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      Virtually all believers carry out some form of repentance or the other after they have sinned. You must have carried out some form of repentance when you sinned. The question is, which of the two did you carry out? If you carried out the false repentance, you may be having a false peace of having been forgiven and having been restored to God, whereas you are as far from Him as ever, only, you have put on a form of religion with its acts, zeal and all else that is purely in the soul and body without any real work of God having been done.

      On the other hand, if you repented indeed, you received God’s forgiveness, and restoration and you are enjoying the warmth of your Father’s bosom. The difference between the two is as great as the difference between night and day.

      Be sure that you are not deceived!

      One thing that will help you to discern if you know genuine or fake repentance is your attitude to sin. Those who know genuine repentance and have been restored to the bosom of God know a very profound hatred for sin. Those who are deceived know no deep hatred for the sin they committed in the past or for any sin at all. You know where you stand!!!
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            WHAT SIN DOES TO GOD

          

        

      

    

    
      The Psalmist said,

      
        
        against you, you only have I sinned and done that which is evil in your sight (Psalm 51:4).

      

      

      Sin is first of all against God. The consequences of sin are suffered more by God than by anyone else.

      What does sin do to God? Sin is a knife into God’s

      
        	being

        	nature

        	person

        	glory

        	purpose

        	plans

        	will

        	designs

        	character

        	holiness

        	purity

        	faithfulness

        	goodness

        	kindness

        	mercy

        	love

        	patience

        	peace

        	righteousness

        	Son

        	Holy Spirit

        	creatures

        	creation.

      

      Sin is grieving God’s heart. The Bible says,

      
        
        The Lord saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time. The Lord was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain (Genesis 6:5-6).

      

      

      Sin is recrucifying the Lord Jesus. The Bible says

      
        
        It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit, who have tested the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming age, if they fall away, to be brought back to repentance, because to their loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace. (Hebrews 6:4-6).

      

      

      Sin is an invitation to unbelievers to blaspheme the name of the Lord. The Bible says As it is written:

      
        
        ‘God’s name is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you.’ (Romans 2:24).

      

      

      It is persecuting the Lord Jesus. The Bible says,

      
        
        As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’ ‘Who are you, Lord?’ Saul asked. ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting’ he replied. (Acts 9:3-5)

      

      

      Each time you persecute any believer, you have persecuted the Lord Jesus. The sin of persecution is aimed primarily at the Lord Jesus and only secondarily at the believers.

      Sin is resisting the Holy Spirit. the Bible says

      
        
        You stiff-necked people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You are just like your fathers: You always resist the Holy Spirit! Was there ever a prophet your fathers did not persecute? They even killed those who predicted the coming of the Righteous One. And now you have betrayed and murdered him. (Acts 7:51-52).

      

      

      Sin is grieving the Holy Spirit of God. The Bible says,

      
        
        And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. (Ephesians 4:30).

      

      

      Sin is putting out the Spirit’s fire. The Bible says,

      
        
        Do not put out the Spirit’s fire (1 Thessalonians 5:19).

      

      

      Sin is an attempt to get to overthrow the Lord God from His place of supremacy. It is an attempt to get rid of Him. It is an attempt at ruining His eternal purposes.

      The greatest sufferer for any sin committed is God.

      Because sin is fundamentally against God, it does not matter whether or not the sin is committed in act. If it is in

      
        	motive,

        	thought,

        	imagination,

        	look,

        	touch,

        	word,

      

      it does the same harm to God as if it were committed in act. Because sin is fundamentally against God, the harm is caused even if you hide it or labour to make it appear as if it were not sin.

      We have said that sin is a knife into the heart of God. That knife remains there until the sin is truly repented of: God’s way. That being so, the only repentance that is true is repentance that satisfies the heart of God. It is in true repentance that the knife that sin puts into the heart of God is removed.

      If you want the knife that your sin has put into the heart of God to be taken away, follow the pathway of Godly repentance set out in this book. If on the other hand, you want to leave a knife permanently in the heart of your Creator, Saviour and King, follow the pathway of false or spurious repentance or do nothing about it at all.

      The ball is in your court.
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            WHAT SIN DOES TO THE ONE WHO SINS

          

        

      

    

    
      When a man commits sin it causes damage to him as follows:

      a. Spiritual damage is done to his

      
        	Conscience

        	Intuition

        	communion

      

      b. Physical harm is done to his

      
        	mind

        	will

        	emotion

        	bones

        	blood

        	muscles

      

      c. He also causes harm to his

      
        	property

        	job

        	finances

        	project

        	wife

        	sons

        	daughters

        	grandsons

        	granddaughters

        	father

        	grandfather

        	mother

        	grandmother

        	cousins

        	nephews

        	nieces

        	aunts

        	in-laws

        	town

        	city

        	nation

        	continent

        	and world

      

      David committed the sin of idleness once in his life. Although he was an able fighter and had fought many battles, this time he stayed at home when Israel was at war during the war season. He slept instead of being busy and after sleeping, he decided to relax. The Bible says,

      
        
        In the spring, at the time when Kings go off to war, David sent Joab out with the King’s men and the whole Israel army. They destroyed the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem. One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof of the palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was very beautiful (2 Samuel 11:1-2).

      

      

      We know that David sinned with her but adultery was only the fruit of the sin of idleness! Had he gone to war or had he been busy in prayer or in music, the sin would not have been committed! He got up from his bed in the evening!!

      From that sin of idleness, the following sins were born:-

      
        	Adultery

        	Causing Uriah to get drunk.

        	Causing Joab to cause some to die in a poor strategy.

        	Causing Uriah to be killed.

        	Causing Amnon his first son to rape his daughter Tamar

        	Causing Absalom to kill Amnon.

        	Causing Absalom to rebel.

        	Causing Absalom to commit a State adultery

        	Causing multitudes to die in the rebellion of Absalom.

      

      Worst of all, causing Israel to be at war from that time until now. The Bible says,

      
        
        why did you despise the word of the Lord by doing what is evil in his eyes? You struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and took his wife to be your own. You killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. Now, therefore, the sword shall never depart from your house, because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah to be your own. (2 Samuel 12:9-10).

      

      

      The sword has never departed from David’s house which is Israel! Think of the six million Jews that were killed by Hitler. This is the result of the sin of idleness which David committed that day!

      How horrible sin is!

      How far-reaching its consequences are!!

      How needful true repentance is!!!
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            WHAT SIN DOES TO A HUSBAND

          

        

      

    

    
      If a husband sins, he will suffer for his own sin. But that is not all! The

      
        	bitterness

        	murmurs

        	complaints

        	spite

        	disrespect jealousy

        	disobedience

        	anger

        	pride

        	rebellion

        	other sins against God,

      

      of his wife against the husband, expose the husband to the devil, saying, I expose him to you. Do something to him. Vindicate me. Punish him for me. I would like to do something but I am not able. You do something. The truth is that every sin in

      
        	thought,

        	motive,

        	word or

        	deed,

      

      justified or unjustified, is a prayer to the devil and it gives him grounds for action. The devil may then

      
        	Cause him to backslide.

        	Hinder his spiritual growth.

        	Block his ministry.

        	Cause people to rebel against him.

        	Attack his health.

        	Attack his job.

        	Attack his finances.

        	Cause him to be involved in an accident.

        	Cause him to be attracted to another woman.

        	Cause him to lose his leadership power.

        	Do every other thing against him.

        	Kill him.

      

      In addition, the devil will attack every joint project in which he is involved.

      
        	A bad wife pulls a husband down.

        	A neutral wife leaves the husband where he is.

        	A good wife promotes the husband.

        	If you succeed one million times with a bad wife, you would have succeeded ten billion times alone and ten trillion times with a good wife.

      

      Your husband is affected by what you were and did in the past and what you are and are doing in the present, and he will be affected in the future by what you were, are and will be.

      Think about the sin of Bathsheba. What did it do to her husband? It cost him his life!

      You have made your husband what he has become!

      True repentance on the part of the wife will open a door for the Lord to remove these from the man’s life and turn things into a blessing!
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            WHAT SIN DOES TO A WIFE

          

        

      

    

    
      If a wife sins, she will suffer for her sins. However, because she is married, she will suffer also because of the sins of her husband - sins committed against her and sins committed against God.

      Every sin that a man commits will affect his wife in the short and long term. It will affect her physically, spiritually and materially. It will expose her to Satanic attacks even more than her sin can expose him, because he is her head. The best thing that a man can do to his wife is to walk before God in purity and in all holiness. The more consecrated he becomes; the more sold out for God he becomes, the better for her physically, soulically and spiritually.

      On the other hand, if he sins, she is in for it. A man’s sin may cause a wife to have the following:

      
        	High blood pressure.

        	Venereal diseases.

        	An abortion.

        	Ulcers.

        	Headaches.

        	Skin diseases.

        	Most transmittable diseases.

        	Spiritual dryness.

        	Backsliding.

        	Spiritual death.

        	Material poverty.

        	Many quarrels.

        	Much bitterness.

        	Loss of vision.

        	Physical death.

      

      Recently a young man died leaving behind a very young widow and some children. Fourteen years ago he had contact that led to his infection by AIDS virus. The disease had taken all the while to develop. During the first twelve years of the viral infection he appeared alight -he studied, got a profession, settled, got married, and began to have children. Then two years ago, the symptoms began to appear. They developed more and more and now he is gone. The only good thing about it is that he repented and believed in the Lord Jesus before he died. He is gone to heaven but what about his young wife?

      It is most likely that she too has the virus Eventually she too might die. Even if she did not die, she cannot be remarry. Or, If she did, the next husband would most probably catch the disease and die!

      How horrible sin is!!

      How far-reaching the sin of a husband could be on the wife! Think of the fate of the wives of Achan and Korah! They perished because of their husbands!

      Again, it is absolutely important that the husband carries out repentance that satisfies the heart of God. When he does that, God will come in and take the situation into His hands and a new day with Him in control will begin. He will forgive, cleanse, restore and change the course of the consequences, on the wife, of the man’s sin.

      The most significant thing that a wife can do for her husband is to help him to walk with God in purity and in entire consecration. If he has sinned, may she take no rest and give God no rest until the Lord has brought him to true repentance. Amen.
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            SINNING DELIBERATELY

          

        

      

    

    
      It is nowhere stated in the Scripture that people who know the Lord Jesus, would deliberately know that some act is a sin and then plan to commit it, and actually commit it because they can come to the Lord for forgiveness. Already in the Old Testament, the Lord had this to say,

      
        
        Now if you unintentionally fail to keep any of these commands the Lord gave Moses - any of the Lord’s commands to you through him, from the day the Lord gave them and continuing through the generations to come - and if this is done unintentionally without the community being aware of it, then the whole community is to offer a young bull for a burnt offering as an aroma pleasing to the Lord, along with its prescribed grain offering and drink offering, and a male goat for a sin offering. The priest is to make atonement for the whole Israelite community, and they will be forgiven, for it was not intentional and they have brought to the Lord for wrong an offering made by fire and a sin offering. The whole Israelite community and the aliens living among them will be forgiven, because all the people were involved in the unintentional wrong.

        But if just one person sins unintentionally, he must bring a year-old female goat for a sin offering. The priest is to make atonement before the Lord for the one who erred by sinning unintentionally, and the same law applies to everyone who sins unintentionally, whether he is a native-born Israelite or an alien.

        But anyone who sins defiantly, whether native-born or alien, blasphemes the Lord, and that person must be cut off from his people. Because he has despised the Lord’s work and broken his commands, that person must surely be cut off; his guilt remains on him. (Numbers 15:22-31).

      

      

      The New Testament does not give any hope for people who, after they have known the Lord should decide to go and commit sin because they will be forgiven. The Bible says,

      
        
        It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit, who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming age, if they fall away, to be brought back to repentance, because to their loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace.

        Land that drinks in the rain often falling on it and that produces a crop useful to those for whom it is farmed receives the blessing of God. But land that produces thorns and thistles is worthless and is in danger of being cursed. In the end it will be burned. (Hebrews 6:4-8).

      

      

      If you are planning to commit some sin, we plead with you in the name of the Lord Jesus to stop it. The plans might have been made but the act is not yet committed. Please, dismantle the plans. Give them up. You might have invested so much into it. Never mind, accept the loss and save your physical life and your spiritual life. It may mean that you become a debtor to man for life. Please, break with the plans to sin at any cost. It is better that you become a debtor for life than that you should forfeit your life. If you go ahead and commit the sin, it may well be the end and you may die physically at once. It may well be the end and you may be separated from God for ever with the second death as the salary you earned for that one act of deliberate sin. The Bible says,

      
        
        But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practise magic arts, the idolaters and all liars- their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulphur. This is the second death. (Revelation 21:8).

      

      

      If you have even the slightest love for yourself, do not commit the sin that you planned. We repeat that it could well be the end. It does not matter what the sin is: it could be theft; it could be murder through abortion, it could be gluttony, it could be sexual immorality, it could be any other sin. Please, do not commit it. Love your life in this life. Love your life in eternity. Do not commit it!
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            YOU MAY NOT LIVE TO COMMIT ANOTHER SIN!

          

        

      

    

    
      One of the reasons why believers sin so readily is the fact that their sin may be unto death. Many think they can go on sinning and will always come to God and be forgiven. We are not saying that anyone who truly repents may not be forgiven. We are only saying that it is most dangerous for anyone to sin deliberately because that sin may be his last one. He may not have an opportunity to repent. He may die in the course of, sinning or soon after sinning or before he had time to be confronted by his sin and repent. The Bible says,

      
        
        If anyone sees his brother commit a sin that does not lead to death, he should pray and God will give him life. I refer to those whose sin does not lead to death. There is a sin that leads to death. I am not saying that he should pray about that. All wrongdoing is sin, and there is sin that does not lead to death. (1 John 5:16-17).

      

      

      A sin unto death is a sin from which the sinner dies physically and perhaps spiritually. Let us look at some examples in the Bible of sins that were unto death.

      1. FOR VIOLATING THE SABBATH

      
        
        While the Israelites were in the desert, a man was found gathering wood on the Sabbath day. Those who found him gathering wood brought him to Moses and Aaron and the whole assembly, and they kept him in custody, because it was not clear what should be done to him. Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘The man must die. The whole assembly must stone him outside the camp.’ So the assembly took him outside the camp and stoned him to death, as the Lord commanded Moses. (Numbers 15:32-36).

      

      

      2. FOR REBELLION AGAINST SPIRITUAL AUTHORITY

      
        
        Korah son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, and certain Reubenites - Dothan and Abiram, sons of Eliab, and One son of Peleth became insolent and rose up against Moses. With them were 250 Israelite men, well known community leaders who had been appointed members of the council. They came as a group to oppose Moses and Aaron and said to them, ‘You have gone too far! The whole community is holy, everyone of them, and the Lord is with them. Why then do you set yourselves above the Lord’s assembly?’

        When Moses heard this, he fell face down. Then he said to Korah and all his followers: ‘In the morning the Lord will show who belongs to him and who is holy, and he will make that person come near him. The man he chooses he will cause to come near him. You, Korah, and all your followers are to do this: Take censers and tomorrow put fire and incense in them before the Lord. The man the Lord chooses will be the one who is holy. You Levites have gone too far...’ Then Moses summoned Dothan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, Bur they said, ‘We will not come! Isn’t it enough that you have brought us up out of a land flowing with milk and honey to kill us in the desert? And now you also want to lord it over us? Moreover, you haven’t brought us into a land flowing with milk and honey or given us an inheritance of fields and vineyards. Will you gouge out the eyes of these men? No, we will not come!’

        Then Moses said, ‘This is how you will know that the Lord has sent me to do all these things and that it was not my idea: If these men die a natural death and experience only what usually happens to men, then the Lord has not sent me. But if the Lord brings about something totally new and the earth opens its mouth and swallows them with everything that belongs to them, and they go down alive into the grave, then you will know that these men have treated the Lord with contempt:

        As soon as he finished saying, all this, the ground under them split apart and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them, with their households and all Korah’s men and all their possessions. They went down alive into the grave, with everything they owned; the earth closed over them, and they perished and were gone from the community. At their cries, all the Israelites around them fled, shouting, ‘The earth is going to swallow us too!’ (Numbers 16:1-34).

      

      

      3. FOR THEFT

      
        
        But the Israelites acted untruthfully in regard to the devoted things; Achan son of Carmi, the son of Zimro, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah took some of them. So the Lord’s anger burned against Israel...Then Joshua said to Achan, ‘My son, give glory to the Lord, the God of Israel, and give him the praise. Tell me what you have done; do not hide it from me.’ Achan replied, ‘It is true! I have sinned against the Lord, the God of Israel. This is what I have done: When I saw in the plunder a beautiful robe from Babylonia, two hundred shekels of silver and a wedge of gold weighing fifty shekels, I coveted them and took them. They are hidden in the ground inside my tent, with the silver underneath.’

        So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent, and there it was, hidden in his tent, with the silver underneath. They took the things from the tent, brought them to Joshua and all the Israelites and spread them before the Lord.

        Then Joshua, together with all Israel, took Achan son of Zerah, the silver, the robe, the gold wedge, his sons and daughters, his cattle, donkeys and sheep, his tent and all that he had, to the Valley of Achor. Joshua, said, ‘Why have you brought this trouble on us? The Lord will bring trouble on you today’

        Then all Israel stoned him, and after they had stoned the rest, They burned them. Over Achan they heaped up a large pile of rocks, which remains to this day. They Lord turned from his fierce anger. Therefore that place has been called the Valley of Achor ever since. (Joshua 7:1-26).

      

      

      4. FOR FORNICATION

      
        
        While Israel was staying in Shittim, the men began to indulge in sexual immorality with Moabite women, who invited them to the sacrifices to their gods. The people ate and bowed down before these gods. So Israel joined in worshipping the Baal of Peor. And the Lord’s anger burned against them.

        The Lord said to Moses, ‘Take all the leaders of these people, kill them and expose them in broad daylight before the Lord, so that the Lord’s fierce anger may turn away from Israel.’

        So Moses said to Israel’s judges, ‘Each of you must put to death those of your men who have joined in worshipping the Ball of Peor.’

        Then an Israelite man brought to his family a Midianite woman right before the eyes of Moses and the whole assembly of Israel while they were weeping at the entrance of the Tent of meeting. When Phinehas son of Eleazer, the son of Aaron, the priest saw this he left the assembly, took a spear in his hand followed the Israelite into the tent. He drove the spear through the Israelite and into the woman’s body. Then the plague against the Israelites was stopped; but those who had died in the plague numbered 24,000.

        The Lord said to Moses, ‘Phinehas the son of Eleazer, the son of Aaron, the priest, has turned my anger away from the Israelites; for he was as zealous as I am for my honour among them, so that in my zeal I did not put an end to them. Therefore tell him I am making my covenant of peace with him. He and his descendants will have a covenant of a lasting priesthood, because he was Zealous for the honour of his God and made atonement for the Israelites.’

        The name of the Israelite who was killed with the Midianite woman was Zimri son of Salu, the leader of a Simeonite family. And the name of the Medianite woman who was put to death was Cozbi daughter of Zur, a tribal chief of a Medianite family. (Numbers 25:1-15).

      

      

      5. FOR DRUNKENNESS

      
        
        Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu took their censers, put fire in them and added incense; and they offered unauthorised fire before the Lord, contrary to his command. So fire came out from the presence of the Lord and consumed them, and they died before the Lord. Moses then said to Aaron, ‘This is what the Lord spoke of when he said:

        A ‘Among those who approach me I will show myself holy, in the sight of all the people I will be honoured.’

        Aaron remained silent.....

        Then the Lord said to Aaron, ‘You and your sons are not to drink wine or other fermented drink whenever you go into the Tent of Meeting, or you will die. This is a lasting ordinance for the generations to come. You must distinguish between the holy and the common, between the unclean and the clean, and you must teach the Israelites all the decrees the Lord has given them through Moses.’ (Leviticus 10:1-10).

      

      

      6. FOR BLASPHEMY

      
        
        Now the son of an Israelite mother and an Egyptian father went out among the Israelites, and a fight broke out in the camp between him and an Israelite. The son of the Israelite woman blasphemed the Name with a curse; so they brought him to Moses. (His mother’s name was Shelomith, the daughter of Dibri the Danite) They put him in custody until the will of the Lord should be made clear to them.

        Then the Lord said to Moses: ‘Take the blasphemer outside the camp. All those who heard him are to lay their hands on his head, and the entire assembly is to stone him. Say to the Israelites. ‘If anyone curses his God, he will be held responsible; anyone who blasphemes the name of the Lord must be put to death. The entire assembly must stone him. Whether an alien or native - born, when he blaphemes the Name, he must be put to death.’ (Leviticus 24:10-16).

      

      

      7. FOR TOUCHING THE ARK WITHOUT THE DUE QUALIFICATION

      
        
        They moved the ark of God from Abinadab’s house on a new cart with Uzzah and Abio guiding it. David and all the Israelites were celebrating with all their might before God, with songs and with harps, lyres, tambourines, cymbals and trumpets.

        When they came to the threshing-floor of Kidon, Uzzah reached out his hand to steady the ark, because the oxen stumbled. The Lord’s anger burned against Uzzah, and he struck him down because he had put his hand on the ark, so he died there before God. (1 Chronicles 13:7-10).

      

      

      8. FOR LOOKING IN THE WRONG DIRECTION

      
        
        As soon as they had brought them out, one of them said, ‘Flee for your lives! Don’t look back, and don’t stop anywhere in the plain! Flee to the mountains or you will be swept away!’ (Genesis 19:17)

      

      

      
        
        But Lot’s wife looked back, and she became a pillar of salt. (Genesis 19:26).

      

      

      9. FOR LYING

      
        
        ‘ Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. With his wife’s full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself but brought the rest and put it at the apostles’ feet.

        Then Peter said, ‘Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? Didn’t it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn’t the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied to men but to God’

        When Ananias heard this he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what had happened. Then the young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out and buried him.

        About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. Peter asked her, ‘Tell me, is this the price you and Ananias got for the land ?’

        ‘Yes,’ she said, ‘that is the price !’

        Peter said to her, ‘How could you agree to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look! The feet of the men who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also.’

        At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came in and, finding her dead, carried her out and buried her beside her husband. Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard about these events. (Acts 5:1-11).

      

      

      10. FOR EATING FOOD CONTRARY TO GOD’S COMMAND

      
        
        By the word of the Lord a man of God came from Judah to Bethel, as Jeroboam was standing by the altar to make an offering. He cried out against the altar by the word of the Lord. ‘O altar, altar! This is what the Lord says: ‘A son named Josiah will be born to the house of David. On you he will sacrifice the priests of the high places who now make offerings here, and human bones will be burned on you.’ That same day the man of God gave a sign : ‘This is the sign the Lord has declared: The altar will be split apart and the ashes on it will be poured out’ ...

        The king said to the man of God, ‘Come home with me and have something to eat, and I will give you a gift.’ But the man of God answered the king, ‘Even if you were to give me half your possessions, I would not go with you, nor would I eat bread or drink water here. For I was commanded by the word of the Lord: ‘You must not eat bread or drink water or return by the way you came.’ So he took another road and did not return by the way he had come to Bethel.

        Now there was a certain old prophet living in Bethel, whose sons came and told him all that the man of God had done there that day. They also told their father what he had said to the king. Their father asked them, ‘Which way did he go?’ And his sons showed him which road the man of God from Judah had taken. So he said to his sons, ‘Saddle the donkey for me.’ And when they had saddled the donkey for him, he mounted it and rode after the man of God. He found him sitting under an oak tree and asked, ‘Are you the man of God who came from Judah?’ ‘I am,’ he replied. So the prophet said to him, ‘Come home with me and eat.’

        The man of God said, ‘I cannot turn back and go with you, nor can I eat bread or drink water with you in this place. I have been told by the word of the Lord: ‘You must not eat bread or drink water there or return by the way you came.’

        The old prophet answered, ‘I too am a prophet, as you are. And an angel said to me by the word of the Lord: ‘Bring him back with you to your house so that he may eat bread and drink water.’ (But he was lying to him.) So the man of God returned with him and ate and drank in his house.

      

      

      WHAT IT MEANS TO SIN DELIBERATELY

      Sinning deliberately is saying to Satan:

      
        	Satan, I love you! If I had the whole world, I would give you. But I do not have the whole world . I have myself. I give you all that I have. I give you myself.

        	Satan, I love you! If had all the time and all eternity. I would gladly give you. Unfortunately, I do not have all the time nor do I have all eternity. I have just five minutes for you and I must invest them for you into: lying, stealing, gossip, anger, bitterness, adulterous thoughts, and all other things of the same kind, so that your kingdom might come.

        	Satan, I love you! If I had the whole world I would give you. Unfortunately, I do not have the whole world. I have myself. I give myself to you and commit the sin that is before me now, so that my children, my grand children, my great grandchildren, My great, great, grand children, will follow my example and thereby be yours for ever.

        	Satan, I love you! If all the people of the world were under my control, I would gladly bring them to you and beg you to have them all. Unfortunately. all the people of the world are not under my control. I have myself under my control. I give myself to you and commit the sin that is before me and by committing it I set an example so that my entire family, quarter, city, nation, continent, planet, will follow my example and thereby be yours for time and eternity.

        	Satan, I love you! I commit all the sins that I want to commit to ensure that your glory is established now. However, out of my devotion to you, I commit the sin before me of lying, as an example to all mankind, making it a ringing call to every human being to commit the sin before him. Satan, in this way, all the sins that can be committed will be committed and your grip over multitudes will be established.

        	Satan, I love you! I commit this sin deliberately and thereby put the Son of God to public shame so that the bonds that unite me to you may be settled and established for ever. Satan, I am yours for ever.

      

      WHAT SIN DOES TO SATAN

      
        	Sin exalts Satan.

        	Sin glorifies Satan.

        	Sin says to Satan, You had the answer to the world. I wish you had won in the battle on the cross.

        	Sin says, Satan I love you.

        	Sin says, Satan I adore you.

        	Sin says, Satan you are my darling.

        	Sin says to Satan, You have not been defeated. You have not been overthrown. Your kingdom is intact. You won on the cross. The victory was yours. You are mistaken. You are king. I am your subject. I proclaim your victory.

        	Sin says to Satan, Your kingdom will never end I am guaranteeing it by my continuous contribution.

        	Sin says to the devil, I join you in hating God.

        	Sin says to Satan, Be strong and arise and do all that can yet be done to establish your glory. You have many worshippers. This sin is committed by one of your worshippers.

        	Sin encourages the fallen foe to think that he may yet hope.

        	Sin says to Satan, You have not actually fallen. Calvary was not true. You did not lose. Arise and reign.

        	Sin says to the devil, your future is bright. Be fully strengthened.

        	Sin says to Satan, You are the true king of the world. God is the robber. He is stealing your glory. Arise and put Him out of the way.
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            STEP ONE

          

          Knowledge of Sin

        

      

    

    
      NATURAL KNOWLEDGE OF SIN

      Natural knowledge of sin is that knowledge about what sin is and what sin does as is available to the natural human being or as is available to the believer whose eyes have not been opened by the Lord.

      This natural knowledge of sin often sees sin as the violation of human laws that bring consequences from man to man. Sin is seen for what it has done to hurt man’s being, man’s plans and man’s future. The Godward dimension is not brought in because it is either not known or there is no desire to know it. A believer who is not taught may see sin and know sin only at the natural level. A believer who hardens his heart to the Holy Spirit’s conviction in one area of his life may lose a spiritual perception of what sin is and retain only a natural perception of sin.

      Natural knowledge of sin is the fruit of man being shown his sin by man. It is the fruit of a human revelation. It is the fruit of seeing the consequences of sin to man, his plans, and his wellbeing as all that there is to see or as all that one must be bothered with.

      Natural knowledge of sin is a partial knowledge. It is knowledge that has its origin in the soul of man. It is knowledge by human reasoning and human deductions.

      Natural knowledge of sin leads to pre-occupation with the consequences of sin on man. If sin could be committed and the consequences withheld, then natural knowledge of sin would not see why sin should not be committed.

      GODLY KNOWLEDGE OF SIN

      Godly knowledge of sin is the fruit of divine revelation. It is not something that anyone, be he a believer or an unbeliever, can possess on his own unaided by God. No one can manufacture it. No one can induce it. It must be received from God. Those who receive a godly knowledge of sin have a godly knowledge of sin. Those who have not received a godly knowledge of sin do not have it. If they are to have it, they must turn to God for it. Although God can use man, man’s words or any such instrumentalities to produce godly repentance in a person, the same instrumentalities, unaided by God can try for one billion years and never produce and iota of godly knowledge of sin.

      Godly knowledge of sin is the fruit of a revelation of what sin does to God in the first place and secondly what sin does to God’s interests. What sin does to the sinner, the sinners interests, other human beings and the interests of other human beings only comes in the third, fourth, fifth and sixth places.

      Godly knowledge of sin is a possession of the godly. It is a possession of those who have thrown away the love of the world; thrown away the love of the things of the world; thrown away the love of self and are engrossed in the love of god. To such, God is everything. Consequently, they see everything from God’s point of view. Because they see things from God’s point of view, they see it as God sees it and react to it as God would react to it.

      Such people do not bother as to whether some person or the other has seen them sin; such do not bother about the consequences of sin on themselves or on any other human being. They are concerned- carried away - with what sin does to the God they love. All this because they possess a godly knowledge of sin.

      Those who possess a godly knowledge of sin do not distinguish between small and big sins. They do not categorize sin. They do not say that a sin in motive or in thought or in word is not as bad as a sin in act. They know that a sin in motive is a knife piercing the heart of God. They also know that sins in thought, word and deed are knives being put into the heart of God. Such people cannot say, this knife is smaller and so it is alright to pierce God’s heart with. They see every sin as a knife piercing the loving heart of God and consequently hate all sin.

      Those who have a godly knowledge of sin cannot treat the sin of other people lightly. They cannot rejoice at sin because it has been committed by another person and not by themselves. They cannot rejoice at sin because it has been committed by their enemy or by someone of a rival team or group. They see all sin as horrible because they see all sin as a knife thrust into the heart of God!

      If you love someone and the person has a knife thrust into his heat, would it matter whether the knife was thrust in by yourself, your friend, a passer-by or your enemy? It would not matter the killer! All that would matter would be the harm done to the one you love.

      One way of distinguishing those who have received and do possess a godly knowledge of sin from those who have a mere human knowledge of sin, is that those with a mere human knowledge of sin will talk about sin lightly, especially the sin of other people. On the other hand, those who possess a godly knowledge of sin are broken-hearted over all sin regardless of the one who has committed it.

      GODLY KNOWLEDGE OF SIN MAINTAINED

      Godly knowledge of sin is a gift of God. Like all other gifts of God, it is not automatically retained. A man may possess a godly knowledge of sin today and lose it in the future. What would lead to this loss?

      God’s gifts are given so that they should be used. The person who receives a godly knowledge of sin and consequently sees sin as God sees it ought to hate sin with all his heart, run away from sin as a man would run away from an angry lion, and deal radically with any sin in his life, as well as help others to deal radically with any sin in their lives. If he does that, he will maintain a godly knowledge of sin. If he is negligent, he will lose what he has.

      Godly knowledge of sin can grow just as it can decrease. Hatred and radical treatment of any sin known will lead to more light and to a greater personal content of godly knowledge of sin. Taking sin lightly and failure to treat sin as God would have it treated, would lead to an increasing decrease in godly knowledge of sin. We can represent what we are saying graphically as follows:

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      SOMETHING YOU SHOULD THINK ABOUT

      Have you confronted the fact that your present attitude towards sin is a reflection of what you have done with sin in the past? Your attitude to sin in each circumstance and situation in the past was stored up. It was stored as a part of your person and the cumulative impact of those attitudes have produced the person that you are today.

      This is not the end. The way you react to this message will give you a new start either way. In fact, by the time you have finished reading this book and taken the decisions you will take, you would have increased or decreased your content of godly knowledge of sin very significantly. Be sure to react as you should.

      God bless you!
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            STEP TWO

          

          Sorrow for Sin

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Even if I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do not regret it. Though I did regret it I see that my letter hurt you, but only for a little while - yet now I am happy, not because you were made sorry, but because your sorrow led you to repentance. For you became sorrowful as God intended and so were not harmed in any way by us. Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regrets, but worldly sorrow brings death. See what this godly sorrow has produced in you: what earnestness, what eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what alarm, what longing, what concern, what readiness to see justice done. (2 Corinthians 7:8-11).

      

      

      GODLY SORROW VERSUS WORLDLY SORROW

      There can be no deep-seated repentance without sorrow for sin. About sorrow for sin, it is important to distinguish between godly sorrow and worldly sorrow. The Bible says,

      
        
        for godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of but the sorrow of the world worketh death. (2 Corinthians 7:10 KJV ).

      

      

      It will be good to compare and contrast godly sorrow so that each one may come to terms as to whether or not he has ever sorrowed over his sin or over sin.

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      PSALMS OF GODLY SORROW

      
        
        1

      

      

      
        
        
        O Lord, do not rebuke me in your anger

        or discipline me in your wrath.

        For your arrows have pierced me,

        and your hand has come down upon me .

        Because of your wrath there is no health in my body;

        my bones have no soundness because of my sin.

        My guilt has overwhelmed me

        like a burden too heavy to bear.

        My wounds fester and are loathsome

        because of my sinful folly.

        I am bowed down and brought low,

        all day long I go about mourning.

        My back is filled with searing pain,

        there is no health in my body.

        I am feeble and utterly crushed,

        I groan in anguish of heart.

        All my longings lie open before you, O Lord;

        my sighing is not hidden from you

        My heart pounds, my strength fails me;

        even the light has gone from my eyes.

        Those who seek my life set their traps,

        those who would harm me talk of my ruin;

        all day long they plot deception.

        I am like a deaf man, who cannot hear,

        like a mute , who cannot open his mouth;

        I have become like a man who does not hear,

        whose mouth can offer no reply.

        I wait for you, O Lord, you will answer, O Lord my God.

        For I said, Do not let them gloat

        or exalt themselves over me when my foot slips.

        For I am about to fall, and my pain is ever with me.

        I confess my iniquity, I am troubled by my sin.

        Many are those who are my Vigorous enemies;

        those who hate me without reason are numerous.

        Those who repay my good with evil

        slander me when I pursue what is good.

        O Lord, do not forsake me; be not far from me, O my God.

      
        Come quickly to help me, O Lord my Saviour.

        PSALM 38:1-22 NIV

      

      

      

      

      
        
        2

      

      

      
        
        
        I said, I will watch my ways and keep my tongue from sin;

        I will put a muzzle on my mouth

        as long as the wicked are in my presence.

        But when I was silent and still, my anguish increased:

        My heart grew hot within me,

        and as I meditated, the fire burned;

        then I spoke with my tongue:

        Show me, O Lord, my life’s end

        and the number of my days;

        let me know how fleeting is my life.

        You have made my days a mere handbreadth;

        the span of my years is nothing before you.

        Each man’s life is but a breath.

        Man is a mere phantom as he goes to and fro;

        He bustles about but only in vain

        he heaps up wealth, not knowing who will get it.

        But now, Lord, what do I look for?

        My hope is in you.

        Save me from all my transgressions;

        do not make me the scorn of fools.

        I was silent, I would not open my mouth,

        for you are the one who has done this.

        Remove your scourge from me,

        I am overcome by the blow of your hand.

        You rebuke and discipline men from their sin;

        You consume their wealth like a moth-each man is but a breath.

        Hear my prayer, O Lord, listen to my cry for help;

        be not deaf to my weeping.

        For I dwell with you as an alien,

        a stranger, as all my fathers were.

        Look away from me, that I may rejoice again

      
        before I depart and am no more.

        PSALM 39:1-13. NIV

      

      

      

      

      
        
        3

      

      

      
        
        
        Have mercy on me, O God,

        according to your unfailing love;

        according to your great compassion

        blot out my transgressions.

        Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.

        For I know my transgressions,

        and my sin is always before me.

        Against you, you only, have I sinned

        and done what is evil in your sight,

        So that you are proved right when you speak

        and justified when you judge.

        Surely I was sinful at birth,

        sinful from the time my mother conceived me.

        Surely you desire truth in the inner parts;

        yet teach me wisdom in the inmost place.

        Cleanse me with hyssop, and I shall be clean,

        wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.

        Let me hear joy and gladness;

        let the bones you have crushed rejoice.

        Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity.

        Create in me a pure heart, O God,

        and renew a steadfast Spirit within me.

        Do not cast me from your presence

        or take your Holy Spirit from me.

        Restore to me the joy of your salvation

        and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.

        Then I will teach transgressors your ways,

        and sinners will turn back to you.

        Save me from bloodguilt, O God, the God who saves me,

        and my tongue will sing of your righteousness.

        O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise.

        You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it;

        you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.

        The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit,

        a broken and contrite heart,

        O God, you will not despise.

        In your good pleasure make Zion prosper;

        build up the walls of Jerusalem.

        Then there will be righteous sacrifices,

        whole burnt offerings to delight you,

      
        then bulls will be offered on your altar.

        PSALM 51:1-19, NIV

      

      

      

      

      BIBLICAL EXAMPLES OF GODLY SORROW

      1. EZRA

      After these things had been done, the leaders came to me and said, The people of Israel, including the priest and the Levites, have not kept themselves separate from the neighbouring people with their detestable practices, like those of the Canaanites, Hittites, Perizzites, Ammonites, Moabites, Egyptians and Amorites. They have taken some of their daughters as wives for themselves and their sons, and have mingled the holy race with the peoples around them. And the leaders and officials have led the way in this unfaithfulness.

      When I heard this, I tore my tunic and cloak, pulled hair from my head and beard and san down appalled. Then everyone who trembled at the words of the God of Israel gathered round me because of this unfaithfulness of the exiles. And I sat there appalled until the evening sacrifice.

      Then, at the evening sacrifice, I rose from my self-abasement, with my tunic and cloak torn, and fell on my knees with my hands spread out to the Lord my God and prayed. (Ezra 9:1-5).

      While Ezra was praying and confessing, weeping and throwing himself down before the house of God, a large crowd of Israelites - men women and children - gathered round him. They too wept bitterly. (Ezra 10:1)

      Then Ezra withdrew from before the house of God and went to the room of Jehohanan son of Eliashib. While he was there, he ate no food and drank no water, because he continued to mourn over the unfaithfulness of the exiles. (Ezra 10:6).

      2. PETER.

      One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, with the people crowding round him and listening to the word of God, he saw at the water’s edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were washing their nests. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat.

      When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, Put out into the deep water, and let down the nets for a catch.’

      Simon answered, ‘Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets.’ When he had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break. So they signalled to their partners in the other boats to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink. When Simon Peter saw this he fell at Jesus knees and said, ‘Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!’ For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners. Then Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not be afraid; from now on you will catch men. So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him.’ . (Luke 5:1-11)

      3. PETER

      Then, he began to call down curses on himself and he swore to them, ‘I don’t know the man!’ Immediately a cock crowed. Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken: ‘Before the cock crows, you will disown me three times’ And he went outside and wept bitterly. (Matthew 26:74-75).

      COOPERATING WITH GOD FOR THE PRODUCTION OF GODLY SORROW

      Godly sorrow is anguish that is produced by the Holy Spirit in a heart that has received God’s revelational knowledge of sin.

      It could happen that a man’s heart becomes hardened because of many acts of superficial repentance that have led him nowhere. It could be that because the same sin had been committed many times, a dulling, deadening influence has come upon the human spirit so much so that it is insensitive to the Holy Spirit when He convicts of sin. The result of all this is that the person may sin, know in his head that he ought to sorrow for his sin but find that he is not able to sorrow for his sin. This in reality means that he cannot repent of his sin God’s way. He may fall back and commit the same sin over and over or he may not commit it again because he has ceased to derive pleasure from it. However, he has not seen the sin as God sees it nor repented of it as God wants repentance to be carried out.

      If you are one who has lost the capacity to sorrow for sin in general or for a particular sin, you are in a dangerous position; yet your situation is not hopeless. God still has a way out for you if you will co-operate with Him.

      It may take

      
        	prayer,

        	fasting,

        	heart cries,

        	reading books that expose the consequences of sin

        	retreats to go and seek God for His touch,

        	exposing the sin to God in detail,

        	exposing the sin to man in detail,

        	and so on,

      

      for godly sorrow to be produced in your heart.

      It may take

      
        	one hour,

        	one day

        	one week

        	one month

        	one year,

        	and so on,

      

      for godly sorrow to be born in your heart.

      However, for the person who is sincere, there will be giving God no rest and taking no rest until it has been produced in him by the Holy Spirit.

      The first thing that we recommend is that you should write out your sin in detail and write out the consequences that would come to you because of that sin. Write everything out in full. Use a Bible concordance to help you to gather the relevant Bible passages. Withdraw into privacy with God and read what you have written to Him. Tell Him that you are in deep trouble even though you do not feel it. Ask Him to have mercy on you and give you His capacity to sorrow for sin. Ask Him in as many words as possible. Insist that He should have mercy on you and touch you. God may do something for you and you will be different. He may start to do something in you but it may still be very weak. If nothing has been started or something has begun to happen in your heart but is still weak and undeveloped, it may be best to follow on by withdrawing for twelve, twenty-four, thirty-six or forty-eight hours before the Lord. Go away to some place and lock yourself up and cry out to God. It may be good to ask Him, Lord, what would you have me do so that you restore my heart to one that can sorrow for sin your way? Lord, this lack of godly sorrow betrays the fact that I have not seen sin as you see it. What must I do so that You may reveal sin to me as You see it? If you are sincere in asking, the Lord will show You.

      If nothing has happened after these two attempts, then we suggest that you should go on a fast. (Fasting is the partial or complete withdrawal from eating food, drinking milk or juice, for some period of time. A complete fast of 72 hours means that during that period, the person eats nothing and drinks nothing but water. A partial fast of three days means that the fasting one eats one light meal every twenty-four hours.)

      The Psalmist said the following about self-humiliation and fasting:

      
        	...I humbled my soul with fasting... (Psalm 69:10 RSV) or I made my soul mourn with fasting

        	...I humbled myself with fasting... (Psalm 35:13 KJV)

      

      Fasting is a way of saying to God, I am most unworthy to have this gift from You. However, I humble myself before you and beg You to give me what I need - Your revelational knowledge of sin and the godly sorrow which only You can produce in me.

      It may be good to decide that the fasting will go on until God sends an answer to you. If you are desperate, He will not allow you to go unheard.

      GODLY SORROW MAY POSSESS YOU SLOWLY

      We live in a press-the-bottom age. We have instant tea, instant coffee and our computers to give us many instant answers. However, in the spiritual art of relating to God, the instant is not the only way. Let us illustrate it by an example from the Scriptures.

      
        
        The Bible says, And Elijah said to Ahab, ‘Go up, eat and drink, for there is a sound of the rushing of rain.’ So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and bowed himself down upon the earth, and put his face between his knees. And he said to his servant ‘Go up now, look toward the sea.’ And he went up and looked, and said ‘There is nothing’ And he said, ‘God again seven times.’ And at the seventh time he said ‘Behold, a little cloud like a man’s hand is rising out of the sea.’ And he said ‘Go up to Ahab, ‘Prepare chariot and go down lest the rain stop you!’ And in a little while the heavens grew black with clouds and wind, and there was a great rain. And Ahab rode and went to Jezreel (1 Kings 18:41-45 RSV).

      

      

      When Elijah began to birth the rain through prayer and the servant began to look, things went as follows:

      
        	1st time of looking: Nothing seen.

        	2nd time of looking: Nothing seen.

        	3rd time of looking: Nothing seen.

        	4th time of looking: Nothing seen.

        	5th time of looking: Nothing seen.

        	6th time of looking: Nothing seen.

        	7th time of looking: Nothing seen.

        	8th time of looking: A little cloud like a man’s hand was seen.

        	Then the heavens grew black with clouds and wind.

        	Then there was a great rain.

      

      In the example above, God promised rain and Elijah with spiritual ears had heard a sound of the rushing of rain. However, he went into deep praying in order to birth this. Had he just relaxed because he had heard the sound of the rushing of rain, there would have been no rain. Had he stopped after the servant looked the first, third or seventh time, there would have been no rain. Had he stopped with the appearance of the small cloud or even when the sky grew black with clouds and wind, there would have been no rain. He pressed on until there was great rain!

      Those seeking to know godly sorrow for their sin must come to the Lord in a similar spirit. They must be ready to wait on God until the work is done.

      There will be the initial touch, and as waiting on God continues and crying to Him also continues, the revelation of sin will grow and the sorrow for sin too will grow, until the person is all anguish of heart. It will continue and deepen, being enhanced by prayer, fasting and a fleeing from every possible sin, until it possesses the person in such a way that only God will be able to liberate him from the grip of the sorrow.

      It is critically important that no sin is committed when the initial work of imparting godly sorrow has begun. If any sin is committed knowingly, the whole process will stop and it may be impossible to bring it to pass again.

      Please do not be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.

      Do not postpone labours to get back into a normal relationship with God. In a normal relationship, immediately sin is committed, a revelational knowledge of sin is given which immediately leads to godly sorrow, and on and on, until the process of repentance is complete.

      Would you not stop further reading until you have entered into godly sorrow for any sin that is in your life?

      THE FRUITS OF GODLY SORROW

      Godly sorrow for sin is sorrow for sin as God intended.

      Godly sorrow produces the following fruits:

      
        	Earnestness

        	Indignation

        	Alarm

        	Longing

        	Concern

        	Readiness

      

      to see justice done; to see the knife in God’s heart removed, to see the mud thrown at the face of God removed, to see communion with God re-established.
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            STEP THREE

          

          Confession of Sin

        

      

    

    
      C O N F E S S I O N

      
        
        If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives. (1 John 1:8-10, NIV)
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      THE LAWS OF CONFESSION

      There are certain laws that guide the spiritual art of confession. We state them here in order to guide the people of God.

      Law one

      Do not confess any sin to God which you have not made up your mind to forsake. To expose a sin to Him which you intend to continue to practise is to put another knife into His heart. It is to mock Him terribly.

      Law two

      Sins that are committed in thoughts should be confessed normally only to God. He saw the thoughts and knows them and so only He must have the confession. There was a situation of a married man who confessed to an unmarried girl that he was having impure thoughts about her. The girl was flattered and began to burn with sinful passion for this man. He ought never to have confessed to her. He ought to have confessed to God alone. If after confession to God he continued to have problems, he ought to have sought pastoral counselling and ministry from a mature pastor of his sex.

      Law three

      All sins must first be confessed to God. All sin is primarily against Him and so He should be told all about it first.

      Law four

      In confessing to God, all the details should be mentioned: the motivation, the trials, the excuses, the attempts to escape, the fall, the depth of the fall, etc. It is wrong to run away from the details saying, God, You know the sin I have committed. Talk to Him as if He knows nothing about it. Talk to Him as if He is hearing it or knowing about it for the first time. Talk to Him about it as if He must have all the details before He can decide what is to happen to you. Talk to Him about it as if no one else will add to what you say and as if your future depends on His having all the details.

      Law five

      Confession to man should be made to the one against whom the sin was committed and to the one who will most likely suffer the consequence of the sin. Confession to man should also be made to all who know about the sin. This means that some confessions will have to be made to one person; others made to two people; others made to a small group; others made to an assembly (church) congregation, others to a village or town and others to the entire nation, continent and planet. It all depends on against on whom the sin was committed and who will suffer because of the sin.

      Law six

      In some rare and exceptional situations, it is advisable to confess the sin to God and to someone else who is a spiritual leader, if it considered that confession to the party that will bear the consequences may ruin the person completely. When you are in doubt seek mature pastoral counselling.

      Law seven

      In public confessions or in private confessions to a small group, there are some things that should be confessed to the leader alone and not mentioned before the whole group because some may be discouraged in their walk with God, encouraged to fear God less, encouraged to sin, or taught how to sin by what they hear said during the confession. Again, we insist that mature pastoral counselling should be sought and things discussed and agreed upon so that all is done to the glory of God. (If your pastor is immature, seek someone in the congregation who is mature and deep in the things of God and be guided by him. If no of such people are to be found in your church, seek the counselling from someone else. Open yourself to be helped by someone in the Body of Christ and that Body is larger than your church, your denomination and your nation or continent. However, you should not seek pastoral counselling elsewhere because you want to play the hypocrite by not wanting those who are more directly involved with you to know who you are. If you want to hide, you are not yet ready for godly confession and all that you do will not lead to blessing.

      Law eight

      Ensure that you confess every sin that you commit immediately to God. Do not try to wipe sin off your mind. Confess it. If an impure thought comes into your mind, own up and say to God, I have committed fornication (or adultery as the case may be) Lord forgive me, cleanse me and restore me to Yourself. If possible, stop all that you are doing and take the time to carry out this confession. If you have

      
        	gossiped,

        	exposed someone’s fault to another,

        	lied,

        	exaggerated,

        	been angry

        	thought a vain thought

        	blamed someone for your fault,

        	been disrespectful,

        	been impolite,

        	and all other sins that may be considered small,

      

      you should ensure that each is confessed to the Lord and to man where necessary. If sins are confessed as soon they are committed or as soon as they are exposed to us by the Holy Spirit, fellowship with God will be maintained and spiritual sensitivity will not be lost.

      Law nine

      It may be that an initial confession may open the way for the Holy Spirit to carry out a deeper work of convicting and exposing further and more ugly aspects of the sin. Be prepared to keep confessing as He exposes things. Never stop confessing while He continues to expose!

      Law ten

      Confess any sin that you know you have committed even though you may not yet feel any sorrow in your heart. Very often the confession with the lips will lead to conviction with the heart and in the heart. Sometimes the action of the heart must precede that of the lips. At other times the action of the lips must precede that of the heart. Draw encouragement from the following relationship between confession with the lips and believing with the heart in salvation. The Bible says,

      
        
        But the righteousness that is by faith says; ‘Do not say in your heart, Who will ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down)’ or ‘who will descend into the deep?’ (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it say? ‘The word is near you, it is in your mouth and in your heart,’ that is, the word of faith we are proclaiming: That if you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with you mouth that you confess and are saved. (Romans 10:6-10).

      

      

      Do you see what it says? First you confess with your mouth and believe in your heart and you are saved. Secondly, with your heart you believe and are justified, and with your mouth you confess and are saved.

      So salvation could begin with the confession with the mouth or the belief in the heart. It does not matter which comes first, provided the other one follows.

      Similarly, in the confession of sin, if conviction in the heart proceeds confession with the mouth, well and good. However, if there is no obvious conviction in the heart, get the ball rolling. Confess with the lips and believe God to cause the heart to follow suit.

      In fact, make it a personal rule to always confess with the mouth, any sin you have committed to God and to man. The conviction of the heart will follow. Amen.

      Law eleven

      Confession should not be carried out lightly. Every sin is a knife into God’s heart. How can it be confessed lightly with jesting and laughter? How can sin be exposed so that it entertains? This is most horrible. There are people who expose sins that they have not committed as if they committed them. They sometimes say that it is to humble them or to help others to confess their own sins. It is needless to emphasize the fact that falsehood can only increase the sins of the one lying. It cannot do any good to the person. It cannot produce humility and it will only lead others to follow the pathway of sin, that is, of adding sin to sin.

      Law twelve

      Those who hear the confession of someone and make it a subject of gossip become guilty before God as those who committed the sin confessed. They become worse than those who committed the sin and confessed it because the former are set free whereas they enter into guilt and a broken relationship with God. They must repent, if not they are in deep trouble.

      Have you repented about the sin of gossip about the confession of others? Do something about it today. Do something about it now!
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            STEP FOUR

          

          Forsaking Sin

        

      

    

    
      FORSAKING SIN

      
        
        He who conceals his transgressions will not prosper, but he who confesses and forsakes them will obtain mercy. (Proverbs 28:13,RSV).

      

      

      
        
        For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him, as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us. As a father pities his children, so the Lord pities those who fear him. For he knows our frame; he remembers that we are dust. (Psalm 103:11-14, RSV).

      

      

      Godly forsaking of sin includes a crying out to the Lord God for help; for he alone can deliver from sin. The psalmist cried,

      
        
        Deliver me from all my transgressions. (Psalm 39:8, RSV).

      

      

      GODLY FORSAKING OF SIN VERSUS WORLDLY FORSAKING OF SIN

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      
        
          [image: ]
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      AN EXAMPLE OF RUNNING AWAY FROM SIN

      The best way to forsake sin is never to commit it at all. To decide to commit it in the hope that one will avoid it on the second confrontation with it is folly. The one who yields to sin the first time is more likely to yield to the same sin on a subsequent occasion. On the other hand, the person who resists temptation to commit a particular sin on a first occasion will find it easier to resist it the second time.

      The Hymn writer proclaimed with his pen

      
        
        
        Yield not to temptation, for yielding is sin,

        Each victory will help you some other to win

        Fight manfully onward, dark passions subdue,

        Look ever to Jesus, He’ll carry you through.

      

      

      

      
        
        
        Ask the Saviour to help you,

        Comfort, strengthen, and keep you;

        He is willing to aid you,

        He will carry you through.

      

      

      

      
        
        
        Shun evil companions, bad language disdain,

        God’s name hold in reverence, nor take it in vain:

        Be thoughtful and earnest, kind-hearted and true;

        Look ever to Jesus, He’ll carry you through.

      

      

      

      
        
        
        To him that o’cometh, God giveth a crown;

        Through faith we shall conquer, though often cast down;

        He who is our Saviour our strength will renew;

      
        Look ever to Jesus, He’ll carry you through.

        SACRED SONGS AND SOLOS N 698.

      

      

      

      

      Joseph demonstrated this in the face of severe temptations. The Bible says,

      
        
        Now Joseph was well- built and handsome, and after a while his master’s wife took notice of Joseph and said, ‘Come to bed with me!’ But he refused, ‘With me in charge,’ he said to her, ‘my master does not concern himself with anything in the house; everything he owns he has entrusted to my care. No one is greater in this house than I am. My master has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?’

        And though she spoke to Joseph day after day, he refused to go to bed with her or even to be with her. One day he went into the house to attend to his duties, and none of the household servants was inside. She caught him by his cloak and said, ‘Come to bed with me!’ But he left his cloak in her hand and ran out of the house. (Genesis 39:6-12).

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            11

          

          
            STEP FIVE

          

          Restitution

        

      

    

    
      RESTITUTION

      The person who has truly seen the harm that his sin has caused to others will not only put things right with God, but will labour with all his might, as far as it is humanly possible, to right the wrongs that were caused to others by his sin and his sinful attitudes. This willingness to put order where he sowed disorder in the past is clear evidence to God and to man that he is indeed sorry about his sin and is determined never to go that way again.

      
        
          [image: ]
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      RESTITUTION

      The type of restitution you will carry out will depend on the type of sin committed.(For a more thorough treatment of the topic, see our book in this series entitled Restitution: An Important Message For the Overcomers.

      The Bible says,

      
        
        If a man steals an ox or a sheep and slaughters it or sells it, he must pay back five head of cattle for the ox and four sheep for the sheep. If a thief is caught breaking in and is struck so that he dies, the defender is not guilty of bloodshed; but if it happens after sunset, he is guilty of bloodshed.

        A thief must certainly make restitution, but if he has nothing, he must be sold to pay for his theft. If the stolen animal is found alive in his possession - whether ox or donkey or sheep - he must pay back double.

        If a man grazes his livestock in a field or vineyard and lets them stray and they graze in another man’s field, he must make restitution from the best of his own field or vineyard.

        If fire breaks out and spreads into thorn bushes so that it burns stocks of grain and standing corn or the whole field, the one who started the fire must make restitution.

        If a man gives his neighbour silver or goods for safekeeping and they are stolen from the neighbour’s house, the thief, if he is caught, must pay back double. But if the thief is not found, the owner of the house must appear before the judges to determine whether he has laid his hands on the other man’s property. In all cases of illegal possession of an ox, a donkey, a sheep, a garment, or any other lost property about which somebody says, ‘This is mine,’ both parties are to bring their cases before the judges. The one whom the judges declare guilty must pay back double to his neighbour.

        If a man gives a donkey, an ox, a sheep or any other animal to his neighbour for safekeeping and it dies or is injured or is taken away while no-one is looking, the issue between them will be settled by the taking of an oath before the Lord that the neighbour did not lay hands on the other person’s property. The owner is to accept this, and no restitution is required. But if the animal was stolen from the neighbour, he must make restitution to the owner. If it was torn to pieces by a wild animal, he shall bring the remains as evidence and he will not be required to pay for the torn animal.

        If a man borrows an animal from his neighbour and it is injured or dies while the owner is not present, he must make restitution. But if the owner is with the animal, the borrower will not have to pay. If the animal was hired, the money paid for the hire covers the loss. (Exodus 22:1-15).

      

      

      The Lord said to Moses,

      
        
        Say to the Israelites: ‘When a man or woman wrongs another in any way and so is unfaithful to the Lord, that person is guilty and must confess the sin he has committed. He must make full restitution for his wrong, add one fifth to it and give it all to the person he has wronged. But if that person has no close relative to whom restitution can be made for the wrong, the restitution belongs to the Lord and must be given to the priest, along with the ram with which atonement is made for him.’ (Numbers 5:5-8).

      

      

      The Bible again says,

      
        
        Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. He wanted to see who Jesus was, but being a short man he could not, because of the crowd. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way.

        When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, ‘Zacchaeus come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.’ So he came down at once and welcomed Him gladly.

        All the people saw this and began to mutter, ‘He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.’

        But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, ‘Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times, the amount.’

        Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation has come to his house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. For the Son of man came to seek and to save what was lost. (Luke 19:1-10)

      

      

      As you face up to the matter of restitution, you may have to ask yourself the following questions so as to see clearly where you need to carry out restitution:

      
        	Did I cheat the government in any way: a) Custom duties falsified? B) Income tax falsified? C) any other affair?

        	Was I paid more money than I ought to have received from any government treasury or any similar paying agency?

        	Have I ever cheated my bankers in any way?

        	Have I ever cheated my employer in any way?

        	Did I steal money, equipment, various utilities from my employer?

        	Did I make false claims or did I exaggerate and inflate claims?

        	Did I claim money for work I did not do?

        	Did I steal time?

        	Did I close my eyes while someone else stole from my employer?

        	Did I appear loyal before him while working against him behind the scene?

        	Did I team up with those who were against him?

        	Did I exaggerate his weaknesses and thus belittle him?

        	Did I knowingly accuse him before others for things I knew he had not done?

        	Did I accept the false accusations of him by others for things I know he was not guilty of?

        	Did I ever cheat my employee?

        	Did I withhold his promotion unduly for my own gain?

        	Did I withhold his advantages when they were due?

        	Did I exploit him in any other way?

        	Did I steal from any shop?

        	Have I ever been given more change than I deserved and I knowingly kept it?

        	Did I promise someone some money, something, some service and then wilfully decided not to let him have it, pretending to have forgotten?

        	Did someone give me something to keep for him and because he forgot I kept it for myself?

        	Did I mix good and bad articles in a sale placed the bad ones underneath and the good ones on top and thus cheated someone in a sale?

        	Did I alter landmarks to my advantage?

        	Did I live in a rented apartment and through guile went away without paying the rents?

        	Did someone send me to buy some things and I decided to keep the change?

        	Did I abusively use electricity, water, the telephone, and so on because someone else was paying the bills?

        	Did I maltreat someone because he comes from a tribe or nation I do not like?

        	Did I give someone more marks than he deserved because I wanted to use him?

        	Did I give someone less marks than he deserved because I hated him for some reason?

        	Did I give marks arbitrarily for papers I had not properly read and assessed?

        	Did I falsify my age in order to gain an admission or obtain a job?

        	Did I promise marriage to someone then used the person and then looked for some false reason to break up the relationship?

        	Did I make a girl pregnant and then refused to face up to my responsibilities under the pretext that I was not sure I was the one who made her pregnant?

        	Did I run away from my partner and I am living maritally with another person, giving the impression that I have never married?

        	Am I hiding the reason why we cannot have children from my mate, a reason that is owing to my promiscuous past?

        	Have I refused to face up to my responsibilities to an illegitimate child that I had before I believed?

        	Am I standing in the way of my mate taking responsibility for an illegitimate child that he had before we married?

        	Am I using my body as an instrument of prostitution with my marriage partner?

        	Am I unfair in the treatment of the relatives of my spouse, giving most of the money and attention to my own family members?

        	And so on.

      

      As you answer these questions, you will confront financial and moral issues about which you should carry out restitution. Do.

      Zacchaeus knew what the Bible said about restitution. When he received the Lord Jesus, he knew immediately that he could not run away from the important issue of restitution. He immediately proclaimed aloud what he was going to do. It is only then that the Lord Jesus assured him of salvation by saying

      
        
        Today salvation has come to his house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. For the Son of man came to seek and save what was lost (Luke 19:9-10)

      

      

      You too should go and do likewise.

      God bless you. Amen.
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            STEP SIX

          

          Forgiveness

        

      

    

    
      FORGIVENESS SOUGHT AND RECEIVED

      
        
        Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters, and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money, and without cost. Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labour on what does not satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul will delight in the richest of fare. Give ear and come to me, hear me that your soul may live. I will make an everlasting covenant with you, my faithful love promised to David...

        Seek the Lord while he may be found; call on him while he is near. Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on him, and to our God, for he will freely pardon...

        You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and hills will burst into song before you, and all the trees of the field will clap their hands. Instead of the thorn bush will grow the pine tree, and instead of the briers the myrtle will grow. This will be for the Lord’s renown for an everlasting sign, which will not be destroyed. (Isaiah 55:1-13).

      

      

      FORGIVENESS SOUGHT AND RECEIVED

      In the beginning, a person saw sin as God saw it, was sorrowful, confessed and forsook sin and turned to man and carried out restitution. With restitution he is finished with man. He must now turn to God, and ask and receive His forgiveness.

      A number of issues are involved in forgiveness.

      
        
        (1)

      

      

      The first one is that God cancels the sin and says, I will no longer punish you for this. For this to happen, the person has to have asked God. He may say, Lord, forgive me for the sin of stealing ...... from ...... God answers and what was written against the person’s name is cancelled:

      Mr X : Thief of ...... from ...... on ......day.

      With the cancellation the person will never be called to answer for this sin at the bar of God. It is settled for ever.

      
        
        (2)

      

      

      Although the sin has been cancelled, the cancelled sin is still there before God as if to remind Him of what happened. The person should now seek to have it blotted out. The Psalmist cried out to God,

      
        
        Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. (Psalm 51:1-2)

      

      

      
        
        Cleanse me with hyssop and I shall be clean; wash me and I shall be whiter than snow. (Psalm 51:7).

      

      

      When God blots out the sin, when He cleanses with hyssop and thus makes the person clean, it is such that what the person did is blotted out from before God, so that when God looks at the spot where there was cancelled sin, there will be nothing to remind Him. He wipes it from His memory so much that He will never remember that the person ever committed any sin at all. The Bible says,

      
        
        The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this. First he says, ‘This is the covenant I will make with them after that time, says the Lord. I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds.’ Then he adds. ‘Their sins and lawless acts I will remember no more.’ (Hebrews 10:15-17)

      

      

      
        
        (3)

      

      

      The purifying from all unrighteousness imparts to the purified a heart on which sin will find it difficult to stick unless specially aided by the believer. The believer who is truly forgiven has a great potential not to fall back into his sin or his sins. He has been touched in such a way that should he cooperate with God, falling back to sin will be near impossible for him. That is why the Lord cleanses from all unrighteousness. The ‘all unrighteousness’ includes sins that he committed unintentionally or committed unknowingly. He may not even know that he had sin and yet he had it. It includes sins of omission. All these are swept away for, were they not swept away, they would weaken his resistance and contribute to his committing sin knowingly. That is why God purifies him from all of them. The believer should ensure that he asks for this. The Psalmist prayed,

      
        
        Create in me a pure heart, O God. (Psalm 51:10)

      

      

      
        
        (4)

      

      

      With sin dealt with completely, the next thing has to do with the earthly consequences of sin. The spiritual consequences have been dealt with but the physical may abide. The believer should ask that the Lord in His wondrous love and mercy should remove them.

      The Psalmist prayed,

      
        
        Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice (Psalm 51:8).

      

      

      
        
        He again cried, save me from bloodguilt, O God, the God who saves me, and my tongue will sing of your righteousness. (Psalm 51:14).

      

      

      Ask the Lord to lift up the consequences. Please insist that He should do it even though you do not deserve it.

      
        
        (5)

      

      

      Finally, ask the Lord to fill you with His Spirit. He will do it.

      Amen.
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            STEP SEVEN

          

          Restoration

        

      

    

    
      RESTORATION SOUGHT AND RECEIVED

      The person who is forgiven can enjoy the privilege of the forgiven. He is filled with the Holy Spirit. He can go on and serve God as a servant and be very successful. However, there is something more. He can ask the Lord to restore him into His heart so that he will dwell in His bosom as a lover and be sent from His bosom to go and carry out service as a lover. This possibility is open to those who ask and insist that the Lord should restore them most fully into His bosom. Do you know anything about it in your own experience? If you do not know something about it, ask and it shall be given to you. Amen.

      RESTORATION SOUGHT AND RECEIVED

      When the prodigal son came back to his waiting father, he asked to be received back and made into a hired servant. That is the highest position he thought he could attain unto seeing how far he had gone from his father and seeing how much harm he had done to his father’s property, name and all.

      The father did not receive him at the level he requested. He received him back as a son, threw a feast and there was joy. He gave him

      
        	the best robe

        	a ring

        	sandals

        	the feast.

      

      The prodigal son had more on return than he had on departure!!!

      Ask the Lord to do the same to you. Ask Him to give you all that He has of the best. He will give you. Ask for a special place in His heart. He will give you. Ask for the privilege to sing His praise and to worship Him unceasingly. He will let you. Ask to be made unto His special lover. He will do it. Ask to be sent on His special errands. He will do it. Forget all about the past. The Father does not even remember that you once went away into sin. You should forget even as he did and then you should enjoy Him and love Him and abide in His presence for ever.

      
        
        Glory be to the Lord.

        God is wonderful.

        God is the Hero.

        You have received exceedingly great favour.

        Hallelujah!

        Amen!!!

      

      

      What had happened between you and the Lord should also happen between you and man when you have done wrong and need forgiveness. Seek not only to be forgiven. Go beyond that. Plead and insist that you be restored to the heart, to the place you occupied before the wrong was done.

      You should ask to be forgiven. When the person says, I forgive you, thank him for it and then go on. Ask him, please restore me to your heart; to the place I occupied in it before I sinned against you. If the person tells you, I restore you to my heart; to the place that you occupied before you sinned, then the work is complete and you can go away rejoicing.

      Glory be to the Lord!

      Amen!!!
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      This book is the eleventh in a series titled "Practical Helps For The Overcomers." The books in the series that have already been written are:

      
        	Discipleship at any cost

        	The Use Of Time

        	Retreats For Spiritual Progress

        	Personal Spiritual Revival

        	Daily Dynamic Encounters With God

        	The School Of Truth

        	How To Succeed In The Christian Life

        	The Christian And Money

        	Deliverance From The Sin Of Laziness

        	The Art Of Working Hard

        	Restitution - An Important Message For The Overcomers

        	Knowing God - The Greatest Need Of The Hour

        	Revelation: A Must

        	True Repentance

        	You Can Receive A Pure Heart Today

        	You Can Lead Someone To The Lord Jesus Today

        	You Can Receive The Baptism Into The Holy Spirit Now

        	The Dignity Of Manual Labour

        	You Have A Talent!

        	The Making Of Disciples

        	The Secret Of Spiritual Fruitfulness

        	Are You Still A Disciple Of The Lord Jesus?

        	The Overcomer As A Servant Of Man

      

      The thought of many is that when a person is saved, God forgives him and wipes away all the consequences of his past sins - that he is free. His freedom is so complete that he has no responsibility to rightly terminate with the past and to carry out restitution to those he wronged then. This book clearly examines that way of thinking in the light of the scriptures and sets out the Biblical message for those who have overcome and those who want to overcome.

      If you do not want to reassess your life in the light of the Word of God, we recommend that you should forget this book completely and not bother to read it at all, for if you read it, you may find out that you have to carry out revolutionary restitution that will bring you to the crest of the wave of the Holy Spirit's move.

      If you are an overcomer, or desire to become one, this is your book. May the Lord bless you as you read it.

      We send this book out with prayer that the overcomers, in reading it, would become more conformed to their soon-coming Lord.

      Yaounde, 21st December 1990.

      
        
        Zacharias Tanee Fomum,

        B.P. 6090 Yaounde,

        Cameroon.
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            INTRODUCTION

          

        

      

    

    
      It can be said that there are seven steps back to fellowship with God. They are:

      
        	A knowledge of sin

        	Sorrow for sin

        	Confession of sin

        	Separation from sin

        	Restitution

        	Forgiveness

        	Restoration

      

      In our opinion, these seven steps are basic. The fact that many so-called believers and many believers today seem to live in an unending cycle of sin, confession of sin, some relationship with God and then confession of sin, some relationship with God and then back to sin, says that there is something fundamentally wrong somewhere. While we shall be treating this whole matter in another book, we feel compelled by the Holy Spirit within and the need of the saints around, to single out restitution and write urgently on it.

      The reason for this is the fact that we have come to observe with increasing frequency, both in our lives and in the lives of multitudes, that where there was genuine, wholehearted and thorough restitution to God and to man for a sin committed, the person hardly went back to committing the same sin. In fact, it seemed easier to be delivered from other sins after restitution had been carried out for one sin. It would seem that the agony of restitution also leads to a new level of fellowship with God and a new hatred of sin, so much that the believer is more willing to co-operate with God and thereby work out that hatred of sin and departure from sin which the Holy Spirit has given him power for.

      We are convinced that a return to Biblical restitution will bring a new day to the people of God. We have also read from the acts of God in the past that it was rare to see a genuine move of God that was deep and sustained, that was not accompanied by Biblical restitution.

      We acknowledge that restitution is not all. Restitution must be preceded by a deep and thorough separation from sin, and then be followed by the seeking and receiving of forgiveness from the Lord, and finally, the seeking and receiving of restoration into the heart of God, for that is the God-ordained dwelling place for the believer.

      We pray that the Holy Spirit will enable this message to be correctly understood and that He will soften the hearts of the saints to receive it with the fear of God in their hearts. We further pray that the Lord will not only lead multitudes of believers to carry out restitution for the past and to walk the way of restitution in the present, but that He will be glad to raise many who, having carried out restitution in their lives, will teach restitution and help others to carry it out.

      It has been a privilege to include some testimonies by people who have obeyed the Lord and made progress in the life of restitution. We pray that such testimonies will make things clearer for you, and that they will encourage you to walk the way they walked and are walking. Glory be to the Lord. Amen.
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            WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF RESTITUTION?

          

        

      

    

    
      There are a number of reasons that make restitution most desirable.

      
        	The first one is that it glorifies God by advancing His moral universe.

        	The second one is that it draws the person who restitutes nearer to the Lord.

        	The third one is that it ensures that people have what is theirs.

        	The fourth is that it lays the ground work for revival.

        	The fifth is that it provides fuel that causes revival flames to blaze.

      

      Be a part of God's programme of restitution!
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            RESTITUTION: A CRISIS AND A PROCESS

          

        

      

    

    
      Restitution is both a crisis and a process. The first time the person who has not been carrying out restitution is brought face to face with a major area of his life that needs restitution, he is face to face with a crisis. If he obeys the Lord and carries out restitution, then there is a breakthrough in his life. He has been through the crisis of restitution. From then on, he may now begin to walk the way of restitution; listening to the Holy Spirit ad obeying Him by carrying out any restitution that is shown to him, be it in a small or big matter. It would always be easier to obey in the future because the crisis obedience made it easier to obey in the future. As the person walks this way, he will be surprised by the many things and many attitudes about which he needs to carry out restitution and about which he was so blind in the past. As he walks this highway, his love for the Lord will deepen and his desire for Him will increase; his hatred for sin will increase and so will his love of righteousness.

      That is the crisis and the process of restitution.
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            WHAT MAY NOT BE DONE IN THE NAME OF RESTITUTION

          

        

      

    

    
      God has ordained that each person should be convicted by the Holy Spirit and should then carry out restitution. He has also ordained that He alone should be the Exposer of the sins of people. No one should expose the sins of another person while carrying out restitution for himself. He must in no way allude to the sins of others. No one should in the process of carrying out restitution confess to man things that should be confessed only to God. Sins in thought should be confessed only to God. What man knows about should be confessed to man and restitution carried out. The only way to carry out restitution for sins in thought is to put on the thoughts of the Lord. This should be done in the secrecy of the heart.

      Restitution should not be used to ruin a life or lives. If a man committed adultery with another man's wife, he should not go and confess it to the person for he may ruin the marriage completely. Restitution should bless people and not destroy them. We repeat that God ordained restitution to bless the offended party and not to harm him. If the confessions that must accompany the restitution are likely to ruin those to whom a person wants to carry out restitution, then the process of restitution should be postponed and counsel sought. If you and some others committed a certain sin, you are to carry out restitution as if you sinned all alone. This is imperative.

      It is relieving to confess one's sin to someone. We recommend this strongly. However, there are some sins that should be confessed to another person and not to the person who is directly affected by the sin. Again, we strongly recommend that spiritual counsel should be sought if the situation is delicate.

      The flesh will stand in the way of restitution. No one should hold back from restitution because of his flesh. Let such a one go ahead and restitute and see the death, in experience, of the flesh.

      Always ask, "Who will be blessed by this restitution?" If no one else will be blessed apart from you, then it is not restitution. Also ask, "Who will be hurt by this restitution?" If the party being restituted to would be hurt, then it is no restitution. God bless and lead you.
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            RESTITUTION IN THE OLD TESTAMENT—1

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        "If a man steals an ox or a sheep, and kills it or sells it, he shall pay five oxen for an ox, and four sheep for a sheep. He shall make restitution; if he has nothing, then he shall be sold for his theft. If the stolen beast is found alive in his possession, whether an ox or an ass or a sheep, he shall pay double."

        "If a thief is found breaking in, and is struck so that he dies, there shall be no bloodguilt for him; but if the sun has risen upon him, there shall be bloodguilt for him."

        "When a man causes a field or vineyard to be grazed over, or lets his beast loose and it feeds in another man's field, he shall make restitution from the best in his own field and in his own vineyard."

        "When fire breaks out and catches in thorns so that the stacked grain or the standing grain or the field is consumed, he that kindled the fire shall make full restitution.

        "If a man delivers to his neighbour money or goods to be kept, and it is stolen out of the man's house, then if the thief is found, he shall pay double. If the thief is not found, the owner of the house shall come near to God, to show whether or not he has put his hand to his neighbour's goods.

        "For every breach of trust, whether it is for ox, for ass, for sheep, for clothing, or for any kind of lost thing, of which one says, "This is it", the case of both parties shall come before God; he whom God shall condemn shall pay double to his neighbour.

        "If a man, delivers to his neighbour an ass or an ox or a sheep or any beast to keep, and it dies or is hurt or is driven away, without any one seeing it, an oath by the LORD shall be between them both to see whether he has put his hand to his neighbour's property, and the owner shall accept the oath and he shall not make restitution. But if it is stolen from him, he shall make restitution to its owner. If it is torn by beasts, let him bring it as evidence; he shall not make restitution for what has been torn.

        "If a man borrows anything of his neighbour, and it is hurt or dies, the owner not being with it, he shall make full restitution. If the owner was with it, he shall not make restitution; if it was hired, it came for its hire.

        "If a man seduces a virgin who is not betrothed, and lies with her, he shall give the marriage present for her, and make her his wife. If her father utterly refuses to give her to him, he shall pay money equivalent to the marriage present for virgins" (Exodus 22:1-17).

      

      

      A MORAL UNIVERSE

      God has created a physical universe. He has also created a moral universe. There are laws that govern the physical universe. One of these is the law of gravity. If a person decided not to believe in the law of gravity, the law is nevertheless existent and worse still the person will suffer the impact of the existence of the gravitational pull. There are also laws that govern the moral universe. The laws are altogether binding. A moral universe demands that there be consequences for the violation of moral laws. It is not enough for someone to say, "I have violated this law." He must suffer the penalty for that violation. He must do everything possible to bring things to the condition in which they were before he violated the law. He must do all that he can do to "unviolate" the moral law that he violated. No one can violate a moral law and just go away as if nothing has happened. The Lord demands that anyone who violates a moral law should do all that is possible to put things in order. It is not enough for a thief to acknowledge the fact that he has stolen. The thief has to do all that he can to ensure that the person from whom he stole is restored to the position in which he was before he was robbed.

      THE RESTITUTION FOR THE THEFT OF AN OX OR SHEEP

      The person who steals an ox or sheep and kills it shall pay five oxen for an ox and four sheep for a sheep. This is simple and clear. If you stole an ox or a sheep in the past, you should go and restitute it accordingly. The measure of restitution as given by the Lord is five oxen for one ox stolen, and four sheep for each sheep stolen.

      The Lord also gave instruction that should someone steal an ox or a sheep, but has not yet killed or sold it, he shall pay double.

      THE THIEF TO BE SOLD

      The Lord saw that there would be thieves who would not be able to pay the fine for their theft. Are they to be allowed to go free because they were not able to pay back what they stole and the accompanying fine? No! The thief who could not carry out restitution, had to be sold! God has not permitted that thieves should be told, "You stole. You have repented but you are not able to pay. We forgive you. You are free. Pay nothing either now or in the future for your theft." Because God has not ordained that they be exempted from restitution, we refuse to exempt them from it. They must carry out restitution or be sold for their theft.

      HARM DONE THROUGH CARELESSNESS TO BE RESTITUTED

      The person who caused a field or vineyard to be grazed over or who let a beast loose so that it fed on another man's field, shall make restitution from the best from his own field and vineyard.

      It is not permitted that through the carelessness of some, others suffer losses. Restitution must be carried out not only for evil or harm that was done intentionally but restitution has also to be carried out for harm that was caused as a result of carelessness or as a result of neglect! This applied to vineyards if animals grazed them: animals that were not well taken care of, because if they had been taken proper care of, the harm would not have been done. The Lord was more or less warning against every form of carelessness. He was ensuring that the careful do not suffer in the hands of the careless!

      RESTITUTION FOR IMMORALITY

      A man who seduced a virgin who was not betrothed and lay with her was not allowed to say, "I am very sorry for the immorality which I have committed. Please forgive me." He was to do this and in addition, carry out restitution. He was to give the marriage present for her and make her his wife. He was not allowed to commit immorality and then give one reason or the other why he could not marry her. His act meant that he should be prepared to make her his wife. It meant that before a man committed such folly, he had to first ask himself, "Am I prepared to live with this girl as my wife?" If he answered "No" to that question, he was to put his immoral heart under control. If he did not put it under control and seduced her, then he had no choice, he had to marry her! When he married her, he was compelled never to divorce her (Deuteronomy 22:29).

      If the father of the girl utterly refused to give her to him, he was to pay money that was equivalent to the marriage present for a virgin as punishment. He was thus to pay for his immorality! It was thus understood that the immoral were not allowed to merely confess their sin. There was a penalty to ensure that a person thought things over before he allowed himself to be carried away by folly.
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            RESTITUTION IN THE OLD TESTAMENT—2

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        "The LORD said to Moses: If any one sins and commits a breach of faith against the LORD by deceiving his neighbour in a matter of deposit or security, or through robbery, or if he has oppressed his neighbour or has found what was lost and lied about it, swearing falsely - in any of all the things which men do and sin therein, when one has sinned and become guilty, he shall restore what he took by robbery, or what he got by oppression or the deposit which was committed to him, or the lost things which he found, or anything about which he has sworn falsely; he shall restore it in full, and shall add a fifth to it, and give it to him to whom it belongs on the day of his guilt offering. And he shall bring to the priest his guilt offering to the LORD, a ram without blemish out of the flock, valued by you at the price for a guilt offering, and the priest shall make atonement for him before the LORD, and he shall be forgiven for any of the things which one may do and thereby become guilty" (Leviticus 6:1-7).

      

      

      ALL SIN IS AGAINST THE LORD

      We should always bear in mind that all sin is against the Lord! In the passage above it is said, "If any one sins and commits a breach of faith against the LORD by deceiving his neighbour." So he sins and he commits a breach of faith against the Lord when he deceives his neighbour. When we deal with man, we are dealing indirectly with God. When we are polite to man, we are being polite to God. When we are rude to man we are being rude to God. When we break our commitment to man, we are committing a breach of faith against the Lord. David said, "Against thee, thee only have I sinned; and done that which is evil in thy sight, so that thou art justified in thy sentence and blameless in thy judgment" (Psalm 51:4). The Lord Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me” (Matthew 25:40). Then He again said, "Truly, I say to you, as you did it not to one of the least of these, you did it not to me" (Matthew 25:45).

      So a man could deceive his neighbour in a matter of any of the following:

      
        	Deceiving his neighbour in a matter of deposit

        	Deceiving his neighbour in a matter of security

      

      He could also:

      
        	rob his neighbour

        	oppress his neighbour

        	have found what was lost and lied about it

      

      In each of these things the Bible says, "He shall restore what he took by robbery, or what he got by oppression, or the deposit that was committed to him or the lost thing which he found, or anything about which he has sworn falsely, he shall restore it in full, and shall add a fifth to it, and give it to him to whom it belongs, on the day of the guilt offering."

      When a man committed any of these sins he could do any of the following:

      
        	Continue to lie that he had not sinned.

        	Acknowledge that he had sinned and do nothing more about it.

        	Acknowledge that he had sinned and confess his sin, and do nothing more about it.

        	Acknowledge that he had sinned, confess his sin and beg the person against whom he had sinned to forgive him and do nothing more!

        	Acknowledge that he had sinned, confess his sin and plead with the person against whom he had sinned to forgive him and in addition restore to the owner the full value of what he had stolen and end it there.

        	Acknowledge that he had sinned, confess his sin and plead with the person against whom he had sinned to forgive him and in addition, restore to the owner, the full value of what he had stolen and add to it one-fifth of the value as a compensation for whatever hurts and inconveniences were caused him.

        	Acknowledge that he had sinned, confess his sin and plead with the person against whom he had sinned to forgive him, and in addition, restore to the owner the full value of what he had stolen and add to it one-fifth of the value as a compensation for whatever hurts and inconveniences were caused to him and in addition, bring to the priest his guilt offering to the Lord, a ram without blemish out of the flock valued at the price of a guilt offering and have the priest make atonement for him before the Lord and thus have forgiveness.

      

      FULL FORGIVENESS

      The Bible teaches that it is the seventh approach above that is the Lord's will. That approach causes a man to look at sin in the face and to confront the full measure of the harm done to man and to the Lord, and practical steps are taken to put things right with God and with man. The person who does this is at peace and is restored both to God and to man. This is only fair, since the sin committed hurt man and God, and it is therefore imperative that confession and restitution should involve the both parties that were hurt.

      A SURPRISE!

      Why is it that in our day most people stop their so-called repentance at the third approach? This must be the devil's lie, for the person goes away neither restored to God nor to man!

      "Lord, grant us to face sin, and repentance from sin in the way that we should. This will satisfy your heart and help us to run away from sin!"
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            RESTITUTION IN THE OLD TESTAMENT—3

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        "And the LORD said to Moses, "Say to the people of Israel, when a man or woman commits any of the sins that men commit by breaking faith with the LORD, and that person is guilty, he shall confess his sin which he has committed, and he shall make full restitution for his wrong, adding a fifth to it, and giving it to him to whom he did the wrong. But if the man has no kinsman to whom restitution may be made for the wrong, the restitution for wrong shall go to the LORD for the priest, in addition to the ram of atonement with which atonement is made for him" (Numbers 5:5-8).

      

      

      SIN IS BREAKING FAITH WITH GOD

      In the passage above, we see clearly what sin is. It is breaking faith with God. The passage says, "When a man or woman commits any of the sins that men commit by breaking faith with the LORD." When a person is faithful, he holds the LORD in high esteem, holds God's law in high esteem and does not dishonour God by breaking His law. When he breaks the law of God, he has decided to break faith with God; he had decided to be unfaithful. He had given up faith in God. Sin, even in the smallest measure, is saying, "I do not believe that God is who the Bible says He is." Everyone who believes that God is who the Bible says that He is, cannot commit sins. When a person no longer believes that God is who the Bible says that He is, he can do anything and will do anything until he is restored into believing that the Lord is who the Bible proclaims Him to be.

      Have you ever thought about the fact that:

      
        	any doubt,

        	murmur,

        	questioning,

        	impure thought,

        	impure touch,

        	impure word,

        	impure act,

        	disobedience,

        	and so on,

      

      are acts that betray that faith with the Lord has been broken? Please think about it!

      WHAT THE PERSON WHO BREAKS FAITH WITH GOD SHOULD DO.

      The person who breaks faith with God should first of all be brought to the point where he sees himself as guilty. Unless he comes to terms with the fact that he has broken God's law and that this breaking of God's law is a serious matter, nothing much can happen to him. If he recognizes his sin and then confesses and forsakes it, he shall then confront the matter of restitution for the wrong he did.

      In carrying out restitution as we saw before, there is restoration to man and there is restoration to God. In restoration to the man who has been wronged, there has to be full restitution of all that was damaged plus one-fifth. This had to be given to the person who was wronged. This meant that the person involved would know who he wronged and go to him and return 120% of what was taken or destroyed from him. This is binding.

      NO ONE IS EXEMPTED FROM RESTITUTION

      The Lord is most serious about restitution! It is rooted in the fact that He is a moral God, has created man as a moral being, and is in control of a moral universe. The moral God, the moral being of man and God's moral universe, demand that all moral issues be settled squarely. There can be no running away from them. If a man sins, he introduces a problem into God's moral universe. Moral issues have to be settled in the way He has ordained them to be settled. If man does what he chooses, in the way he chooses, at the time he chooses and decides to consider the issue settled, he deceives himself because nothing is settled until God accepts it as settled and He accepts as settled only what is settled according to His prescription!

      Many people would say, "I need to carry out restitution but I can no longer trace the whereabouts of the person I defrauded." Others may say, "The firm I defrauded has already wound up its affairs. What do I do about restitution? Can I not just confess the sin to God and leave it there?" Another person may say, "The person I ought to restitute to is dead. Can I not forget the matter?"

      Well, restitution is not something that one can forget. If there was no moral God who had created a moral man and a moral universe, it might be alright to think that way. Fortunately, there is a moral God, who has created both a moral man and a moral universe. He has prescribed how restitution should be carried out in the case where the right person to whom restitution should be carried out is not known and cannot be traced. His prescription is that, the person who has wronged another, "Shall make full restitution for his wrong, adding a fifth to it, and giving it to him to whom he did the wrong. But if the man has no kinsman to whom restitution may be made for the wrong, the restitution for wrong shall go to the LORD for the priest" (Numbers 5:7-8). So, if restitution cannot be made to the person who was wronged, it should be made to the kinsman of the person who was wronged, and if there is no kinsman, either because he is not known, or because he does not exist, the restitution for wrong shall go to the Lord!

      This is the way to settle the matter God's way, as far as man is concerned.

      SETTLEMENT WITH MAN IS ONLY A PART OF THE SETTLEMENT

      It should be clearly understood that each time a man sins against another man, a two-fold sin has been committed. There is wrong against man and sin against God. There has to be confession of sin and restitution to man, and confession of sin and restitution to God.

      So if a man steals, he should confess to the person from whom he stole and restore 120% of what was stolen to him. Then he should confess to God and offer the ram of atonement with which atonement will be made for him.

      We know that we do not need to offer rams of atonement today since on the cross, the Lord Jesus offered atonement for all sin. However, each person who sins should bear in mind that he has sinned against God and man, and needs to restitute to God and to man. There can be no substitute for this!
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            RESTITUTION IN THE OLD TESTAMENT—4

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        "And the LORD sent Nathan to David. He came to him, and said to him, "There were two men in a city, the one rich and the other poor. The rich man had very many flocks and herds; but the poor man had nothing but one little ewe lamb, which he had bought. And he brought it up and it grew up with him and with his children; it used to eat of his morsel, and drink from his cup, and lie in his bosom, and it was like a daughter to him. Now there came a traveller to the rich man, and he was unwilling to take one of his own flock or herd to prepare for the wayfarer who had come to him, but he took the poor man's lamb, and prepared it for the man who had come to him." Then David's anger was greatly kindled against the man; and he said to Nathan, "As the LORD lives, the man who has done this deserves to die, and he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity" (2 Samuel 12:1-6).

      

      

      THE DOCTRINE OF RESTITUTION WAS WELL UNDERSTOOD

      When the story of this unusual greed of the rich man who, while having very many flocks and herds nevertheless turned to the poor man and took his only lamb and prepared it for the visitor that he had, was told, David immediately saw the fact that the man had sinned terribly and deserved to die. In addition, he had to carry out restitution, which in his case would be a fourfold restoration of the lamb!

      It is obvious then that the practice of restitution was common practice in Old Testament times. The people knew what the Word of God said. They took that Word seriously and they obeyed it with regards to restitution and with regards to the other aspects of the truth.

      God expected that of them. They obeyed.

      God's Word is available to us today.

      Let us obey it!

      Amen.
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            THE RESTITUTION OF ZACCHAEUS

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        "He entered Jericho and was passing through. And there was a man named Zacchaeus, he was a chief tax collector, and rich. And he sought to see who Jesus was, but could not, on account of the crowd, because he was small of stature. So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him for he was to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, make haste and come down; for I must stay at your house today." So he made haste and came down, and received him joyfully. And when they saw it they all murmured, "He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner." And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, "Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold." And Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house since he also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of man came to seek and to save the lost" (Luke 19:1-10).

      

      

      ZACCHAEUS' PAST LIFE

      Zacchaeus was a chief tax collector. He was rich. The reputation that he established for himself as "a man who is a sinner" suggested that he used his office to make gains that were not legal. He himself confirmed that irregularity by his statement to the Lord. "If I have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold." So we can deduce that part of Zacchaeus' problem was defrauding people.

      The other part of Zacchaeus' problem was selfishness. He was blind to the needs of the poor.

      ZACCHAEUS VIOLATED THE LAWS OF GOD

      Zacchaeus violated the laws of God. He was not compassionate to the poor. He did not share what he had. He closed his eyes to the needy around him. He closed his ears to the cries of the poor. He knew that it was more blessed to give than to receive but he did not do a thing about it. He made wealth his god and consequently gave it the devotion of his heart. He did not bother as to how he was acquiring his wealth. When the poor came, he all the same defrauded them. His life was centred on himself and his goal was to make money.

      ZACCHAEUS RECEIVED THE LORD AS HE WAS

      Zacchaeus was still greedy, covetous and dishonest when he sought the Lord. He sought the Lord just as he was. Jesus decided to go to his house just as he was. Jesus actually went to his house just as he (Zacchaeus) was. Yes, Zacchaeus received the Lord joyfully without any change in his attitude to himself, to others and to money. The Lord did not demand that Zacchaeus should change until His light had penetrated him. Each one must come in contact with the Lord Jesus before he can decide whether or not he wants the salvation of God.

      THE LIGHT OF JESUS SHONE IN ZACCHAEUS' HEART

      All seemed to be going fine in Zacchaeus' life until the day that he met the Lord Jesus. Then all of a sudden, everything changed. He could no longer continue as he was. He was suddenly caught up with the burden, not only of enjoying the presence of the Lord Jesus, but also of getting right with God and man in everything possible, and as soon as possible!

      He had received the Lord, and all of a sudden, money could no longer be his god. He had God and there was no place whatsoever for a god of any kind. He looked into the eyes of the Lord and that look made him see not only God but all the poor around to whom he owed a lot but was totally blind to before then. Yes, he saw the Lord and then he saw people as the Lord saw them. He saw the Lord and then he saw money as the Lord saw it. He then had the Lord's attitude towards people and toward money.

      SEEING PEOPLE AS THE LORD SAW THEM

      The question is, "How did the Lord Jesus see people?" The Lord saw the needs of people and had compassion on them. Let us look at a few incidents in the life of the Lord. In the gospel of Luke it is written that, "Soon afterwards he went to a city called Nain, and his disciples and a great crowd went with him. As he drew near to the gate of the city, behold a man who had died was being carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow, and a large crowd from the city was with her. And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her and said to her, "Do not weep." And he came and touched the bier and the bearers stood still. And he said, "Young man, I say to you, arise!" And the dead man sat up and began to speak. And he gave him to his mother" (Luke 7:11-15).

      He saw the widow, had compassion on her, raised her only son from the dead and gave him to her.

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      In another incident the Bible says, "The apostles returned to Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught. And he said to them, "Come away by yourselves to a lonely place, and rest a while." For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. And they went away in the boat to a lonely place by themselves. Now many saw them going, and knew them, and they ran there on foot from all the towns, and got there ahead of them. As he went ashore, he saw a great throng, and he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd, and he began to teach them many things. And when it grew late, his disciples came to him and said, "This is a lonely place, and the hour is now late; send them away, to go into the country and villages round about and buy themselves something to eat." But he answered them "You give them something to eat." And they said to him, "Shall we go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread, and give them to eat?" And he said to them, "How many loaves have you? Go and see." And when they had found out, they said, "Five and two fish." Then he commanded them all to sit down by companies upon the green grass. So they sat down in groups, by hundreds and by fifties. And taking the five loaves and the two fish he looked up to heaven, and blessed, and broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples to set before the people and he divided the two fish among them all. And they all ate and were satisfied" (Mark 6:30-42).

      First of all the Lord saw the apostles and had compassion on them because they were tired and there was so much pressure on them that they had no leisure even to eat. He acted in mercy and compassion by calling them apart to a lonely place to rest.

      No sooner had He called them apart to rest than they were invaded by the multitude. He saw a great throng, and He had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and He began to teach them many things. So, secondly, He saw the crowd in its hunger for the Word. He had compassion on the people because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things. Again, He saw, He had compassion and He acted.

      As He was ministering to the crowd's need of spiritual food there arose a need of physical food. The disciples saw the crowd and decided that they did not want to become a part of the crowd's problem of the need of food. They recommended that they be sent away. They had no compassion on the crowd. The Lord Jesus saw the crowd, had compassion on them and decided to meet their material need and performed a miracle that met their need, "And they all ate and were satisfied!"

      The Lord Jesus saw, had compassion, and acted to meet the need, whatever the need was!

      ZACCHAEUS SAW PEOPLE AS JESUS SAW THEM - 1

      When Zacchaeus received the Lord, and the light of the Lord shone through him, he too saw people as the Lord saw them. He first saw the poor. For the first time, he saw the poor! Of course, he had walked past many poor people, but he did not see them because his eyes were blinded by his greed. There is nothing as blinding as greed! Zacchaeus passed by the poor and looked at them but he did not "see" them. After he met the Lord, he saw! When he saw, he acted like the Lord Jesus! He had compassion on them and he acted in mercy and compassion to meet their need.

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

      Zacchaeus realized then that all along, he ought to have shown compassion which he did not show. He decided at once that he had to do something about it. He decided to put 50% of all that he had gathered over the years into meeting the needs of the poor. He needed no one to tell him that. He had met the Lord Jesus and his eyes were open. His eyes were not only opened to the people and their needs. They were opened to what money was meant to be used for. Money was not meant to be kept - stored up. Money was meant to be given away so that it meets the needs of people. As he saw the needs of people and saw the real purpose for which the Lord allowed money to be used, he began to act as he ought to have acted.

      It is a serious matter that Zacchaeus on his own decided to give away, not 10%; not 20%, not 3O%; but 50% of his total wealth. He wanted to do the maximum that he could for the poor. He was restituting for his neglect of them for so many years in the past. If Zacchaeus had, say one billion francs, then in that one decision 500.000.000 francs, were given away and his wealth came down by that much!

      When a person meets the Lord, he must face up to his thoughtlessness of the poor and do something big for them. When a person meets the Lord, he should face his responsibility to the poorest people on Planet Earth, those people who have not heard the gospel (for the lack of knowledge of God's way of salvation is the very fullness of poverty!) and act in a most compassionate way to meet their need. May I suggest that every rich person who meets the Lord should carry out restitution for having allowed so many people to perish while he accumulated money, by investing 50% of his total wealth into the work of the Gospel! This will manifest the fact that he has begun to see!

      ZACCHAEUS SAW PEOPLE AS JESUS SAW THEM -2

      Compassion is a must for those whose eyes are opened and therefore see as Jesus saw and as He sees. We have seen that Zacchaeus saw and did something about it.

      There was another thing that Zacchaeus saw. He saw that people ought to have what is indeed their own. He knew that a part of his wealth was obtained fraudulently from people; that he had used his position to exploit them. He saw that he was in possession of money that God knew belonged to others. They might have been pressured into giving it to him, but he knew what God knew: that the wealth belonged to others! It was not his. He was not rich after all. He was illegally keeping what did not belong to him, while those to whom it belonged, were deprived of it. Knowing then that he was the false owner of their wealth, he decided to restitute by allowing them to have what was theirs. So the decision was taken: "Everyone that I have defrauded will have what is his returned to him!" The question then was, how much should be returned to each person? What guide was there? Did the Scripture provide guidance? Was God's written will about the matter known? He must have flipped through the whole Bible in his mind. Then his heart was arrested by the following verses, "If a man steals an ox or a sheep, and kills or sells it, he shall pay five oxen for an ox, and four sheep for a sheep" (Exodus 22:1).

      Zacchaeus knew that he had used tact and guile to steal from people. He knew that he needed to restitute and that he should restitute five times or four times what he had stolen. He decided to restitute it fourfold. He knew what he ought to do and he decided to do it. He announced what he was going to do! He committed himself publicly to do it. Why did he do so? He committed himself publicly because he did not want to give the devil an opportunity to take him away from his decision. He knew that if he left the decision unannounced, the enemy might cause him to change his mind, but that if he announced it, it would not be possible to go back on the decision because there would be inward compulsion from the Holy Spirit and outward compulsion from those who heard him commit himself, to do what was right.

      We had taken for granted that Zacchaeus' total wealth was 1.OOO.OOO.OOO francs. Let us take for granted that 10% of his wealth was fraudulently earned, while 90% was honestly earned. Let us now see how much money Zacchaeus was left with after he carried out restitution to the poor and to those he had defrauded:

      
        	Total wealth = 100%

        	Percentage given to the poor = 50%

        	Percentage given to those he defrauded = 40%

        	Percentage of wealth left for him = 100 – (50 + 40) = 10%

      

      This means that Zacchaeus' wealth now came down to 10% of what it was before he met the Lord Jesus. It means that, of the 1.OOO.OOO.OOO francs that he owned, 900.000.000 francs had to be given away and 100.000.000 francs were left as his wealth. Meeting the Lord Jesus had cost him 900.000.000 francs in the first go, and more would be following!

      Let us take for granted that Zacchaeus was a bit more corrupt and that 12.5% of his income was fraudulently earned, and only 87.5% was honestly earned. We know that he gave 50% to the poor and that he carried out a fourfold restitution. The situation then would look as follows:

      
        	Total wealth = 100%

        	Percentage given to the poor = 50%

        	Percentage given to those he defrauded = 12.5 x 4 = 50%

        	Percentage of wealth left for him after he had carried out full restitution was 100 - (50+50) = O%

      

      The reality is that, if Zacchaeus had defrauded people by twelve and a half percent of his total wealth, then meeting the Lord Jesus caused him total financial ruin. He became absolutely poor in material wealth!

      There are people who say to others "Come to the Lord Jesus and all your problems will be solved." There is a sense in which this is true. For Zacchaeus, the problem of alienation from the Lord was solved; the problem of an eternity in the lake of fire was solved; the problem of an evil conscience because of the people defrauded was solved. However, a new problem was created. If he had defrauded people by one-eighth of his total wealth, then the problem of how to meet his daily needs was immediately created, and he had to confront a life of possibly living like one of the poor to whom he had closed his eyes in the past. He had to face the problem of possibly changing from a luxurious house to a poorer one; he had to face the problem of changing to a poor car or to no car at all; he had to face the issue of a new status in society!

      Zacchaeus was not the same after he met the Lord Jesus! He was changed inwardly and he was changed outwardly. His wife felt the impact of the change. His children felt it and all who met him knew both from his outward appearance and inward outflow that something deep and far-reaching had happened to him!

      THIS DAY SALVATION IS COME TO THIS HOUSE!

      When Zacchaeus met the Lord, the Lord said to him, "Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, for I must stay at your house today." The Lord spoke and then the ball passed into Zacchaeus' court. Zacchaeus took the Lord to his house and the Lord waited for him to respond to Him. It is after Zacchaeus had announced his programme of restitution that the Lord Jesus spoke again, proclaiming the fact that salvation had come to Zacchaeus' house.

      The restitution programme that Zacchaeus announced manifested the fact that his commitment to the Lord Jesus was deep and thorough. It manifested the fact that Zacchaeus was not in for half-measures. It manifested the fact that the idol that was on Zacchaeus' heart (money) had been overthrown and that Zacchaeus could now worship the Lord! Those who have the idol money on their hearts cannot worship the Lord in truth because their hearts are divided! The hymn writer understood the whole matter clearly and that is why he wrote:

      
        
        
        The dearest idol I have known,

        Whate'er that idol be

        Help me to tear it from Thy throne

        And worship only Thee.

        (SS and S N°583)

      

      

      

      FULL SALVATION

      The Lord Jesus said to Zacchaeus, "Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and save the lost" (Luke 19:10).

      The question is, "What would have happened if Zacchaeus had come down from the tree, received the Lord Jesus, led him home but not announced his programme of putting things right and walking properly with God?" I think that the Lord would also not have proclaimed that salvation had come to his house. He would not have been saved. He would have been like some of those who began to follow Him, but fell away because of the full demands of discipleship. The Bible says, "So Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you, he who eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. For my flesh is food indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me and I in him. As the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so he who eats me will live because of me. This is the bread which came down from heaven, not such as the fathers ate and died; he who eats this bread will live for ever." This he said in the synagogue as he taught at Capernaum. Many of his disciples when they heard it, said, "This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?" But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples murmured at it, said to them, "Do you take offence at this? Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending where he was before? It is the Spirit that gives life, the flesh is of no avail; the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. But there are some of you that do not believe. For Jesus knew from the first who those were that did not believe, and who it was that would betray him. And he said, "This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father." After this, many of his disciples drew back and no longer went about with him. Jesus said to the Twelve, "Do you also wish to go way?" Simon Peter answered him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life; and we have believed, and have come to know that you are the Holy One of God." Jesus answered them, "Did I not choose you, the Twelve, and one of you is a devil." He spoke of Judas the son of Simon Iscariot, for he, one of the twelve, was to betray him" (John 6:53-71).

      Some of the disciples followed the Lord Jesus but at one point they found it too hard and so turned away and no longer followed Him! They gave Him up and gave up the salvation He had brought to them. Yes, they gave up the salvation He had brought to them for they went away from Him and no more walked with Him. Salvation is in Jesus! Away from Him is no salvation. Those who go away from Jesus have also gone away from the salvation of Jesus. Had Zacchaeus refused to carry out restitution, he would not have entered fully into the salvation of the Lord. He would not have been saved. The Lord Jesus carried out full salvation - salvation from sin in all its forms and from every manifestation and inclination of sin and to sin. Yes, Jesus saves to the uttermost those who turn to Him.

      "SAVED, YET A THIEF?"

      The Lord said, "Did I not choose you, the Twelve, and one of you is a devil?" He spoke of Judas the son of Simon Iscariot, for he, one of the Twelve, was to betray him" (John 6:70-71). Judas was called "a devil". Why? He was called a devil because he was a thief who did not repent and who betrayed Jesus in order to have money.

      There is a sense in which every thief is a devil. How does this bear on the matter of restitution? The bearing is this: If a man defrauded anyone, he stole. He remains a thief until he has repented and restored what he stole. If such a person comes to the Lord and receives Him, he must go back and restore all that he stole. He might have stolen it by asking for a bribe, by asking for a favour that he should not have asked for and by using every means possible to acquire that which he should not have acquired. He has stolen and must restitute. If he does not restitute, he is a thief even if he claims to be saved. He is a devil, regardless of what he claims to be his experience in Christ. The law of God and the demands of God are immutable. The Bible demands that the thief who cannot restitute what he has stolen, should be sold for his theft. "If a man steals an ox or a sheep, and kills it or sells it, he shall pay five oxen for an ox, and four sheep for a sheep. He shall make restitution; if he has nothing then he shall be sold for his theft" (Exodus 22:1).

      Are you a thief who claims to be saved? Go and carry out restitution! As long as you have not carried out restitution you are still in the old life, regardless of what you may claim.

      Have you thought about the person you defrauded? Do you have compassion on him? If you do, go and carry out restitution. Remember also that what you have done to him has been done to God. You have stolen from God.

      SPARING ZACCHAEUS?

      The Lord Jesus stood by and watched while Zacchaeus carried out restitution that ruined his finances! Why did Jesus not spare Zacchaeus? Why did He not say, "Zacchaeus, I did not mean that you should go that far. I only wanted to test you. Give a tithe to the poor and do not bother about those you defrauded. It belongs to the old life and I have forgiven and cancelled that. Be at peace"?

      If the Lord had done that, He would have been a proclaimer of false peace. He would have given someone aspirin when he needed surgery. He would have prepared him for spiritual death.

      You have read the way that God wants restitution carried out. You have seen that the purpose for which God gives money to people is that it should be used to meet needs and not stored up. God evaluates riches in terms of what has passed through a man's hands, that is, the fruit of his labours that have been put into meeting the needs of those without the gospel and those with other needs. He considers that those who stock wealth for themselves are not only poor - they are wicked! We counsel you not to allow anyone to stand in the way of your carrying out restitution. He can deceive you now and help ease your conscience now but on that day you will stand alone to face your Judge. It is best for you to be reconciled to the Judge now by carrying out all the restitution that He demands so that on that day you shall be acquitted. Therefore, be wise. Act! Do not be disturbed by what it will cost you. What can you give in exchange for your soul? What can you give in exchange for a clear conscience? These are priceless - your soul and your conscience!

      Be the lone man who dares to carry out full restitution. There are many who may claim to be walking with the Lord who have not bothered to carry out restitution! Do not imitate them. Do not be moved by what may appear to be their apparent spirituality or the apparent success of their ministries! God knows those who are His and He has counselled all who are His to depart from all iniquity. Be one such. Amen.
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            THE RESTITUTION OF THE RICH YOUNG RULER?

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        "And a ruler asked him, "Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?" And Jesus said to him, "Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. You know the commandments: 'Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honour your father and mother," And he said, "All these I have observed from my youth." And when Jesus heard it, he said to him, "One thing you still lack, sell all that you have and distribute to the poor and you will have treasure in heaven, and come, follow me. But when he heard this, he became sad, for he was very rich. Jesus looking at him said, "How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God! For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God" (Luke 18:18-25).

      

      

      MONEY IS DIRECTIONAL

      Money is directional. The Lord Jesus said, "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also" (Matthew 6:19-21). He again said, "Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms, provide yourselves with purses that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also" (Luke 12:32-34).

      A man's treasure directs his heart. If he puts his treasure where the Lord wants it to be, his heart will go where the Lord wants it to be. If he obeys the Lord with regards to his treasure, he will also obey the Lord with regards to his heart and with regards to everything else in his life. If he disobeys the Lord about his treasure, he will also disobey the Lord about his heart and about every other thing.

      A man should first of all obey the Lord about his wealth and then he will be able to obey the Lord about his

      
        	sexual life,

        	attitude to murder,

        	attitude to theft,

        	attitude to false witnessing,

        	attitude to honouring his father and mother.

      

      THE OBEDIENCE OF THE RICH YOUNG RULER

      The rich young ruler obeyed the Lord's command about:

      
        	adultery,

        	killing,

        	stealing,

        	bearing false witness

        	honouring father and mother.

      

      It all looked so good! He sounded so promising. He looked so exemplary. The only problem is that adultery, killing and the rest are not directional. He obeyed in all these things but when that which is directional came along, he fumbled and was totally ruined. He passed all the tests except the test of freedom from the love of money and at that test, he gave up the Lord, gave up all that was deep and lasting and pursued the pathway of ruin.

      If the man had obeyed the Lord about money first, money being directional, he would have been able to follow on and obey the Lord in all the other things that are not directional.

      WHY DID JESUS WANT THE RICH YOUNG RULER TO SELL ALL AND GIVE ALL TO THE POOR?

      Someone may ask, "Why did the Lord ask the rich young ruler to sell all and give to the poor before he could come and follow Him?" Jesus wanted him to transfer his wealth from earth to heaven. He wanted him to have treasure in heaven. Until that day, he had amassed all his treasure on earth and no treasure in heaven. The Lord wanted a transfer, not of a part but of all his treasure to heaven. The Bible says, "And Jesus looking upon him loved him and said to him, 'You lack one thing, go sell what you have, and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come follow me" (Mark 10: 20 - 21).

      Jesus loved the young man and wanted the best for him. The best for the young man then and the best for every person then, and the best for every person now, is that the person should transfer all his wealth to heaven, for the only sure wealth is that which has been transferred. All the wealth that is already invested in the poor; all the wealth that is already invested in getting the gospel to the poor, is sure wealth. It is safe in the bank of heaven. All the wealth that has not been transferred, is really no man's wealth. There are a number of reasons for this:

      
        	Sudden death could bring a change in ownership. The new owner may waste it.

        	Thieves could soon become the possessors of this wealth.

        	Inflation could destroy it.

        	The sudden return of the Lord could render it totally useless.

      

      So out of love, the Lord Jesus wanted all the young man's wealth to be transferred to the land of safety!

      The other issue about it is the fact that this rich young man would not need the wealth. He was going to follow the Lord Jesus and the Lord would be responsible for all that he needed. Jesus was saying to him, "Transfer all your wealth to heaven now, and I will provide for all your needs for the rest of your life."

      The Lord was not making a hard demand. He was making a loving demand. The young man stumbled on the Lord's love and went and perished!

      There is another reason why the Lord wanted him to sell all that he had and give to the poor. The Lord Jesus wanted the rich young ruler to do in one go what he ought to have been doing all along. He had been blind all this while, all these years, to the needs of the poor and had his eyes open only to his own needs. That was wrong and the Lord wanted that corrected at once.

      The Lord wanted him to carry out a form of restitution. The Lord had blessed all the poor around him by giving what He had for them to the young ruler. He was wealthy with what was meant for all who were around him. The Lord always blesses those around through the ones in whose hands He puts wealth. They are meant to hold it out for those in need. They are meant to tell the poor, "The Lord has made me your steward. He has given me this money to keep for you. Let me know what your needs are and I will use your money to meet them."

      So, the rich young ruler had been an unfaithful steward. He had not served those he was meant to serve. He had kept as his own what he was given for others! He had hurt them by heaping up the money and things until he was very rich. He had great possessions but these possessions were actually not his. Initially, they were God's, for God owns everything. Then God allowed them to pass into his hands. God's possessions passed into the hands of the young man and became God's possessions in the hands of the young man. When they were in God's hands, they were to serve the purposes of God. When they passed into the hands of the rich young ruler, they remained God's possessions and their purpose remained to serve the purposes of God. God had now made the young man the custodian of His wealth and the servant of the poor around - the poor whom God wanted to have their needs met with His wealth.

      
        
          [image: ]
        

        GOD'S FINANCIAL ORDER FOR THE RICH YOUNG MAN

      

      Unfortunately the young man made himself the end. That is why the undesirable adjective "rich" was added to his name.

      
        
          [image: ]
        

        THE FINANCIAL ORDER THAT THE YOUNG MAN ESTABLISHED FOR HIMSELF

      

      This young man sinned grievously. He put aside God's financial order and replaced it with his own. God's financial order had the poor and needy as the terminal point of God's wealth. The young man overthrew this and established his own order that had himself as the end. He, therefore, cut supplies from where the Lord had meant them to reach and caused suffering that God never intended. He was an unfaithful steward and the Lord, in asking him to sell all that he had and give to the poor was just giving him a loving opportunity to be right again. No hardship was involved. The money never really belonged to the young man. It belonged to God and had to be used as the rightful Owner dictated.

      If this young man were in his proper senses, he would have understood that the Lord was doing him a great favour. Unfortunately, he did not understand and did not want to. He therefore, did not carry out the needed restitution. He jumped over the love of the Lord, jumped over the opportunity to carry out restitution, jumped over an opportunity to have treasures in heaven and jumped over an opportunity to follow the Lord Jesus and fell into the permanent grip of Satan and thus prepared himself for eternity away from the Lord, in hell! I do hope you will not be as foolish as he was!

      OWNED BY GOD, GIVEN BY GOD, TO BE USED FOR GOD

      
        
        All possessions belong to God

      

      

      The Lord said,

      
        
        "The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, says the LORD of hosts" (Haggai 2:8).

      

      

      
        
        "The earth is the LORD's and the fulness thereof, the world and those who dwell therein" (Psalm 24:1).

      

      

      
        
        "For every beast of the forest is mine, the cattle on a thousand hills" (Psalm 50:10).

      

      

      
        
        All possessions that man has have been given to him by the Lord so that he may be a steward of these

      

      

      The Bible says,

      
        
        "You shall remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth" (Deuteronomy 8:18).

      

      

      
        
        And if you have not been faithful in that which is another's, who will give you that which is your own?" (Luke 16:12).

      

      

      
        
        All possessions are to be used as the Owner (God) wants them used. They are to be used for Him

      

      

      The Bible says,

      
        
        "This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. Moreover it is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy" (1 Corinthians 4:1-2);

      

      

      
        
        "Calling ten of his servants, he gave them ten pounds, and said to them 'Trade with these till I come" (Luke 19:13)

      

      

      
        
        "Sell your possessions and give alms" (Luke 12:33).

      

      

      The Lord owns all that you have. All that you have has been given to you by the Lord and you are to use it for Him and at His command. This being so, those who:

      
        	hoard,

        	accumulate,

        	store up for many years,

        	close their eyes to the needy around,

        	are living in luxury while others are dying in dire need,

        	are "rich" which means those who are keeping what they

      

      should have given away, are true enemies of God.

      
        
        ALL THAT YOU OWN IS GOD'S AND SHOULD BE USED FOR HIM.

      

      

      If you look around you will notice from continent to continent, nation to nation, city to city, family to family and from person to person, that the gifts of God are not evenly distributed.

      Whether it is:

      
        	money,

        	food,

        	beauty,

        	talents,

        	spiritual gifts,

        	mental abilities,

        	and so on,

      

      God has varied His distribution of them. His aim in so doing is to cause the one who has one thing to share what he has, and the one who is in need of one thing to receive it from the one who has it. This is to be carried out at family level; then at city, national and finally, continental levels. If man understood this and practised it, the suffering in the world now should end.

      At the spiritual level, the one who has received a revelation of some aspect of the truth is not to consider himself special. He is to consider himself as a servant of those who have not yet received that aspect of the truth. He is to bear with them, teach them patiently with much prayer and fasting until all of them come to a knowledge and an experience of that truth. He is not to withdraw from the rest and start something of his own so as to have freedom to practise that truth. He is to fast and pray and labour with much patience until there is a breakthrough! It is only in this way that the purpose of God for giving him that aspect of the truth can be fulfilled. Any aspect of the truth that leads to division of those who belong to the Lord betrays the fact that an aspect of the truth has been wrongly understood or wrongly applied. The same applies to all

      
        	gifts,

        	successes,

        	promotions,

        	and so on.

      

      All are the Lord's, all are given by the Lord and all are to be used to serve the Lord's interest, that is, for the common good. Each one should understand that what the Lord has given him is for the blessing of others. The apostle Paul wrote, "To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good" (1 Corinthians 12:7).

      THE NEED FOR RESTITUTION

      If you have not been using your talents, gifts, opportunities, blessings, successes, and so on, for the good of all; if you have been using them to create a gap between you and the others; if you have been using them without reference to the will of the One who gave them to you, then you erred. You should repent and you should carry out restitution. You should confess your sins to God, and if need be, to man and then you should go back, and with more zeal than you have ever manifested in your life, carry out restitution by working doubly hard at putting what you have received at the disposal of all. This is restitution and it is a must for all who will go all the way with the Lord.

      The rich young ruler went away and perished. May God grant you the grace to do what he failed to do and thereby lay up treasures for yourself in heaven.

      Glory be to the Lord! Amen.
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It is forsaking sin in a way that fully satisfies|
God's heart.

It is forsaking sin in such a way as would
satisfy man.

It is keeping the maximum distance from sin
and every tendency or manifestation that may
lead to sin. It is separating oneself from sin as
a good driver would put miles between
himself and the edge of a precipice.

It is keeping the minimum distance from
sin, that is, keeping the closest possible
touch with the act of sin without actually|
falling fully into it. It is separating oneself|
from sin as a bad driver will get as close to
a precipice as possible, saying, ‘1 know how|
to get myself out of such situations.

It is keeping the distance between oneself and
the person or the place where sin was
committed in the past. For example, my car
lwas knocked on a street in Yaoundé and for|
the next five years I never drove past that
street. Even today, fifteen years after that
accident, I think I have passed that way three
or four times.

It is keeping close contact or going to the
place where sin was committed in the past.
It is keeping close to the companion with
whom sin was committed, saying that it
lwill not happen again.

It is running away from sin with no confidence|
whatsoever in one's own capacity to resist
temptation.

It is keeping close to sin while trusting in
one's capacity to resist temptation.

It is forsaking sin in the heart.

It is forsaking sin only outwardly.

It is forsaking sin in the soul.

Itis entertaining sin in the soul.

It s forsaking sin so that God knows that it has|
been forsaken.

It is forsaking sin so that man may know|
that it has been forsaken

It is forsaking the motive, thoughts, words,
looks, and acts that led to the act of sin.

It is entertaining the motives, thoughts,
lword, looks, and acts that lead to the act of]
sin while keeping away from the final act of|
sin.
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GODLY(GENUINE) RESTITUTION

WORLDLY (SUPERFICIAL) RESTITUTION

Itis the fruit of divine revelation

Itis the fruit of human pressure.

It aims at satisfying God's standards as a
priority.

It only aims at getting even with man.

It seeks God's approval that it was truly|
carried out the way God wants it carried out.

Itis afraid of confronting the light of God.

Itis deep and thorough.

Itis superficial.

It confronts each issue squarely, praying that|
the Holy Spirit should show him any acts of|
sin that were committed and forgotten and
for which restitution needs to be carried out.

It touches issues superficially, fearing that
it may discover issues over which costly
restitution will have to be carried out.

Has no desire to spare itself.

Is determined to spare itself.

Has its eyes upon the loss to the other person
and yearns to ensure that the loss is righted
completely and fully.

Has its eyes on his personal gains and
labours to see what can be done to ensure
that the restitution does not cost him much.

When in doubt, it will give the benefit to the|
other party.

When in doubt it will take the benefit to
itself.

IWill go to great lengths and at any cost to find|
the person who was wronged and have things
righted

Will make minimum effort to find the
person who was wronged so that he may be
at ease.

Will ask God, has all the restitution been|
carried out? It will wait for God to speak. After|
God has spoken, a second question would be
asked, My God is there anything more? and
proceed according to the answer that God
gives.

IWill not dare to ask such a question for fear
that the finger of God might point to the
next person and the next issue.
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5) It leads to hatred of sin.

5) It leads to hatred of self and may become so
strong that it can lead to suicide. Judas knew
'worldly sorrow for betraying the Lord and that
sorrow led him to commit suicide. The Bible says,

When Judas his betrayer, saw that he was
condemned, he repented and brought back the
thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the
elders, saying, ‘I have sinned in betraying
innocent blood.’ They said, What is that to us?
See to it yourself and throwing the pieces of
silver in the temple, he departed and went and
hanged himself. (Matthew 27:3-5 RSV).

Judas repented because he saw that he was
condemned. He wanted to be free. He was not
interested in the consequence of his sin on God.
Judas confessed his sin to man without confessing
it to God. Normally, confession to God should
precede confession to man. His was not
repentance but remorse.

¥) It leads to godly confession

6) It leads to worldly confession like that of Judas

7) Itis imparted by the Holy Spirit to the
human spirit and consequently flows from
inside to the outside

Disection of
godly sorrow

Spisit
Soul
Body

7) It starts from outside and may go inward but it
never penetrates beyond the soul.

Direction  of
wordly sorrow

Spiit
Soul
Body

8) Itis sorrow from the heart, from the
human spirit

8) Itis sorrow from the human body and soul
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1) It is like the sorrow of God. God actually
sorrows. The Bible says,

The Lord saw that the wickedness of man
was great in the earth, and that every
imagination of the thoughts of his heart
was only evil continually. And the Lord
was sorry that he had made man on the
earth, and it grieved him to his heart.
(Genesis 6:5-6).

God saw sin, He was sorry about it and it
lgrieved Him to His heart.

1) Itis like the sorrow of the people of the world.

2) Itis deep and intense sorrow. The
|Apostle Paul knew this sorrow. He wrote,

1am speaking the truth in Christ, I am not
lying; my conscience bears me witness in
the Holy Spirit, that I have great sorrow
and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I
could wish that I myself were accused and
cut off from Christ for the sake of my
brethren, my kinsmen by race. (Romans
9:1-3).

He had great sorrow and unceasing anguish
in his heart.

2) Itis superficial.

3) Itis God-imparted.

3) Itis man-imparted

14) It aims at being seen by God.

14) It aims at being seen by man.
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(WORLDLY CONFESSION

It is confession that brings out numbers, circumstances,
and dates. For example, the thief would confess:

On this date I stole so much money from a man at this
place and used the money to buy this thing and that
thing.

Itis confession that leaves out numbers and
dates as well as other circumstances
intentionally. For example, the thief might
say,

Sometime in the past I stole some money
and do not know what happened to the
money.

It is confession as a fruit of divine revelation.

It is confession as a result of man's
pressures.

It is confession with no desire to palliate sin, so that the
image of self is untarnished.

Itis confession with every desire to come
out with an untarnished image of self.

Itis confessing while taking all the blame for the sin on
oneself. If Adam had wanted to carry out godly
confession, he would have owned up to the fact that
God had clearly told him not to eat of the fruit. He
'would further have owned up that when the fruit was
lgiven to him by his wife, he knew he was disobeying
God but thought that what the serpent promised would
come true. If Eve had wanted to carry out godly
confession, she would have owned up to the fact that
she knew what God wanted but when the serpent made
the suggestion, she was carried away by the fact that
'when she saw that the fruit of the tree was good for
food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for
lgaining wisdom, she took some and ate it with the
intention of enjoying it and also gaining wisdom.

Itis confessing while labouring to ensure
that the blame for the sin falls almost
exclusively on someone else. For example,
|Adam carried out a worldly confession of his
sin by saying,

The woman you put here to be with me -
she gave me some fruit from the tree, and
Iateit. (Genesis 3:12).

Eve also carried out worldly confession by
saying

The serpent deceived me, and I ate.
(Genesis 3:13).

|Adam blamed God for putting a woman
there with him. He did not even own her as
his wife. He disowned her, put the blame on
God and on her and portrayed himself as an
innocent victim of their combined activity.
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(WORLDLY CONFESSION

Itis confessing without any desire whatsoever to justify
oneself.

Itis confessing with every determination to
purify oneself.

Itis confessing with no desire to reduce the gravity of
the sin that has been committed.

It is confessing with every intent to reduce
the gravity of the sin that has been
committed.

It is confession with the sole desire to make peace with
God and man.

It is confessing with every thought about
peace with man and no thought about peace
Iwith God.

It is confession and not only of acts and words but also|
of thought and motives that are sinful or are a part of|
the sin.

It is confession of what man already knows|
or is most likely to know while all is done to|
hide that which he may never know that is|
sin in thoughts and motives.

It is confessing in the fullest length, depth, breadth, and|
height of the sin committed.

Itis confessing in part.

It is confessing in plain language so that each sin is|
called by its name. For example, the thief would say, I|
stole, and the adulterer will confess and say, I
committed adultery

It is confessing in vague language such that
\what is sin may not be immediately obvious,
For example, the thief might say, I took|
|something which was not mine. and the
ladulterer might say, I was involved in a
relationship that does not glorify the Lord.

Itis confession in the plainest language and the plainest
terms such that no further questioning is necessary in|
order that the sin might be known as itis.

It is confessing in such a way that further|
questioning and much probing is absolutely|
necessary for the true picture to be known.
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WORLDLY FORSAKING OF SIN

It is forsaking what God knows to be sin. For
example, Jesus taught saying,

You have heard that it was said, Do not
commit adultery. But I tell you that anyone
who looks at a woman lustfully has already
committed adultery with her in his heart.
(Matthew 5:27-28, RSV).

91t is forsaking what man knows to be sin
iie. the glaring acts of sin while the refined
acts of sin are permitted and enjoyed.

It is forsaking all what God knows to be sin -
motives, thoughts, looks, touches, words, and
all else, including what has an appearance of|
innocence but is deceitful.

It is forsaking all that man considers sin.

It is forsaking all sin for all time

It is forsaking all sin for the moment.

It is confronting the fact that every motive,
thought, word, look, and touch could have far-
reaching consequences in time and in eternity
and so should be viewed with seriousness.

It is refusing to confront the fact that every
motive, thought, word, look and touch could
have far-reaching consequences in time and
in eternity and so should be viewed with
seriousness.

It is building immediate barriers to prevent|
the return to sin.

It is building no immediate barrier to
prevent the return to sin. It is saying, 'l will
do something soon, and then doing nothing
about it.

It is building permanent barriers to prevent
the return to sin. Eg burning the boat;
destroying the bridge; breaking the
relationship; moving out of the house, town or
country which constitutes a source of real
temptation.

It is not building a permanent barrier and
by so doing the return to the act of sin is
made possible. It is saying, ‘Let us part for
now.’ It is planning to do it again when
methods that would ensure that one is not
caught have been developed.
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GODLY CONFESSION (WORLDLY CONFESSION

It takes the mercy of God as a gift. The Bible says, It presumes that it will be forgiven. It takes
forgiveness as a right and consequently sins

Repent of this wickedness and pray to the Lord. repeatedly because of the thought that it will

Perhaps he will forgive you for having such a thought

lalways receive forgiveness.
inyour heart. (Acts 8:22).

Do you notice the word perhaps? No one can be sure
that if he sins, he will be forgiven. The Bible again says,

If anyone sees his brother commit a sin that does not
lead to death, he should pray, and God will give him
life. I refer to those whose sin does not lead to death.
There s a sin that leads to death. I am not saying that
he should pray about that. (1 John 5:16-17).

IThe Bible again says,

And the Lord's servant must not be quarrelsome but
correcting his opponent with gentleness. God may
perhaps grant that they will repent and come to the
truth (2 Corinthians 2:24-25).
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(WORLDLY CONFESSION

The example of Saul of Tarsus. He says,

I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given
‘me strength, that he considered me faithful,
appointing me to his service. Even though I
was once a blasphemer and a persecutor
and a violent man, I was shown mercy
because I acted in ignorance and unbelief.
The grace of our Lord was poured out on
'me abundantly, along with the faith and
love that are in Christ Jesus. (1 Timothy
1:12-14).

He was shown mercy because he acted in
ignorance and unbelief. I he had sinned
deliberately after he had known the truth, we
I would not guarantee the fact that he would
have received mercy, and had the grace of our
Lord poured out on him abundantly, along
Iwith the faith, that are in Christ Jesus

The example of Simon. The Bible says, “Now for some
time a man named Simon had practised sorcery in the
city and amazed all the people of Samaria. He boasted
that he was someone great, and all the people, both
high and low, gave him their attention and exclaimed,
“This man is the divine power known as the Great
Power. They followed him because he had amazed
them for a long time with his magic. But when they
believed Philip as he preached the great news of the
kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they
'were baptized, both men and women. Simon himself
believed and was baptized. And he followed Philip
everywhere, astonished by the great signs and
miracles he saw... When Simon saw that the Spirit was
lgiven at the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered
them money and said, ‘Give me also this ability so that
everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the
Holy Spirit

Peter answered:

May your money perish with you, because you
thought you could buy the gift of God with money!
You have no part or share in this ministry, because
your heart is not right before God. Repent of this
wickedness and pray to the Lord. Perhaps he will
forgive you for having such a thought in your heart.
For I see that you are full of bitterness and captive
to sin. Then simon answered, pray to the Lord for me|
50 that nothing you said may happen to me (Acts
8:9-24).

Simon did not truly repent. He only sought to be
released from the consequences of his sin as
proclaimed by Peter. He thought about himself; feared
for himself and wanted it to go well with himself. He
had no thought about the God he had offended. This is
'what worldly repentance is!
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It follows godly sorrow.

|Aaron ought to have carried out godly confession byl
saying the following,

When the people saw that Moses was so long in
coming down from the mountain, they gathered
round me and said, ‘Come, make us gods who will go
before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up
out of Egypt, we do not know what has happened to
him." I wanted to please them and so I said to them,
“Take off the gold earrings that your wives your sons
and daughters are wearing and bring them to me’ So
all the people took off their earrings and brought
them to me. I took what they handed to me and made
acalf, fashioning it with the tool. Then I said, ‘These
are your gods, 0 Israel, who brought you up out of
Egypt’

It follows worldly sorrow

|Aaron instead made a worldly confession|
I which was as follows:

Do not be angry, my lord, ".. You know
how prone these people are to evil. They
said to me, Make us gods who will go
before us. As for this fellow Moses who
brought us up out of Egypt, we don't know
what has happened to him." So I told them,
‘Whoever has any gold jewellery, take it
off’ Then they gave me the gold, and I
threw it into the fire and out came this
calf! (Exodus 32:22-24)

|Aaron blamed the people. He left out as
much of the event as he could. He left out|
that which exposed him and thus painted an|
innocent picture of himself. He refused to
say that he asked for the gold rings to be|
brought to him. He did not mention the fact|
that he made the idol, and so on. That is|
lworldly confession!

It is confession while taking upon oneself thel
responsibility for the sin in its entirety. For example, if a
man contributes 1% to a sin and another man|
contributes 9% to the sin, if the person whol
contributed 1% is confessing the sin, he should confess|

itas if he sinned 100% and the other person sinned 0%.

It is confession while doing everything to
shift the entire blame for the sin on someone|
else.
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9) Itis always true. It is responding to the
move of the Holy Spirit n the
circumstance.

9) Itis often false. Itis often acting as people
expect in the circumstance.

10) It often leads to deep tears. Peter wept
bitterly when he betrayed the Lord. Dry
eyes are often the evidence of a dry heart.

10) It often comes with a smile or a laughter. If
there are tears, they tend to be short-lived.

11) It abides until something is done about
the sin that led to it.

11) It can evaporate without anything having
been done about the sin that led to it.

12) It often leads people to their knees
before God. The Bible says,

While Ezra prayed and made confession,
weeping and casting himself down
before the house of God, a very great
assembly of men, and women and
children, gathered to him out of Israel;
for the people wept bitterly. (Ezra 10:1,
RSV)

12) It rarely leads people to their knees.

13) It is the fruit of man cooperating with
God until itis produced regardless of how
long it may take.

13) Itis induced by man and can be faked, for
example, tears can be forced or induced even
lwhen there is no feeling inside.

14) Itis dispelled by the presence of God.

14) Itis dispelled by the presence of man, food,
or some other worldly thing.

15) It seeks deep and lasting results and
knows that these may take some time to
come. David said,

For I know my transgressions, and my
sin is ever before me. (Psalm 51:3, RSV)

15) It seeks quick, superficial answers

16) It leads to repentance

16) It leads to remorse.

17) It leads to life

17) It leads to death.
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GODLY(GENUINE) RESTITUTION

WORLDLY (SUPERFICIAL) RESTITUTION

IWill acknowledge responsibility for all issues
including those that cannot be handled at the
moment for shortage of resources.

IWill only treat the issues that can be
handled now with minimum discomfort.

'Will ask each person who deserves to be
restituted, are you satisfled that justice has
|been done to you or do you want something
more or something else?

Is unprepared to discuss with the party that
'was defrauded. It imposes what it will do
and tells the person to be grateful for what
is being done.

May suffer great material losses. Take
Zacchaeus for example, if he cheated people
by 12.5% then after restitution, he ended up
'with nothing. 50% was given to the poor.
Then he had 50% left. If he cheated by 12.5%;
then a fourfold restitution meant that the
remaining 50% was gone.

Labours to ensure that the loses are|
minimal.

Considers the peace of God received for godly|
restoration better than all the wealth of the
Iworld.

Has no serious consideration about what
God gives the one carrying out restitution.
His one goal is maximum possession and
ease while giving the semblance of one who
has restituted.

Set for asking and receiving genuine
forgiveness.

Not bothered about genuine forgiveness.
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GODLY CONFESSION

WORLDLY CONFESSION

Itis confessing so that God may be exalted. It is
confessing with no attempt to blame God.

Itis confession so that man, especially the
sinner might be exalted. It is confessing so
that someone else, even God, may carry the
blame. For example, someone who commits
lgluttony might say that he is confessing the
sin whereas he is blaming it on his ancestry
or on God who has given him sucha
dangerous appetite. The adulterer or
fornicator may blame it on God who gave
him such a strong sex drive or on the women
lwho are so beautiful and so enticing that he
lwho is merely human cannot do anything
else but fall.

It is confessing so that the consequence of the sin on God It is confessing so that the consequence of

being, God's nature and God's glory may be lifted and
righted.

the sin on the sinner’s plans and interests
may be lifted with no serious thought about
God's interests that are endangered by the
sin.

It is confession so that the consequence of the sin on
God's programmes may be righted.

It is confessing that aims at getting things
lgoing for the sinner even if the root
problems are not diagnosed.

It is confession with the intention that the problem
should be solved from the root and solved once and for
all.

Itis confession that is satisfied with
temporary answers even if root causes are
not diagnosed and treated.

Itis entirely Godward in nature and in purpose.

Itis entirely manward in nature and in
purpose.

It leads to the sinner being accepted by God.

It leads to the guilty person being accepted
by man.
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18) It produces repentance and life

18) It produces remorse and death.

19) It is the fruit of a broken and a contrite
heart- broken and contrite because of sin.

19) It is present in people who know neither,
brokenness of heart nor contrition.

20) It causes the one who has sinned to
hope in the Lord.

20) It causes the person who has sinned to|
despair and like Judas look to death.

21) It leads to following the Lord.

21) It leads to physical death or spiritual death.
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Itis confessing while protecting the integrity of any and
every person who was a party in the sin, for example

' when David confessed his sin of adultery with Bathsheba,
there was no mention of her name. There was nothing
said that could expose her. He did not even pray publicly
for her so that one could have known her from the
prayer. He confessed, I know my transgressions He said,
my sin is always before me, and not, our sin s always
before me. He said, against you, you only have I sinned and
done what is evil in your sight, so that you are proved right
\when you speak and justified when you judge.

Itis confessing and exposing others with
'whom the sin was committed and so
spreading out the guilt and the blame so
that it does not fall solely on the one
confessing. Itis the confessing that says,
why should I die alone? It is the confessing
that says, let me expose all who are involved
50 that all of us are pardoned together. It is
the confessing which says, let me expose all
these other parties and persons. It may be
that because of them I will be treated with
mercy. As can be seen, the centre of it s self|
and everyone else is used.

Itis confessing first to God and then to man.

Itis confessing only to man.

It leads to seeking God.

It leads to shame.

It leads to repentance.

It leads to the sin being committed again
and again.
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Godly (true) knowledge of sin

Human (fake, false) knowledge of sin

Godly (true sorrow for sin

Worldly (false) sorrow for sin

Godly (true) confession of sin

I Worldly (false) confession of sin

Godly (true) forsaking of sin

[ Worldly (false) forsaking of sin

Godly (true) restitution

I Worldly (false) restitution

Godly (true) forgiveness sought and
received form God

[ Worldly (false) forgiveness sought and
received

Godly (true) restoration into the heart of
God, sought and received.

Worldly (false) restoration into the heart of
God sought and received.
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GODLY CONFESSION

WORLDLY CONFESSION

Itis agreeing completely with God. The Bible says,

Agree with God and be at peace, thereby good will
come toyou. (Job 22:21).

IThe Bible again says,

Ifwe claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves
and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just and will forgive our sin and purify us
from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:8-9, NIV).

In godly confession, a man confesses exactly what God
knows needs to be confessed, since it is God that has
exposed his sin to him.

Itis agreeing wholly or partly with man. In
'worldly confession, the entire sin as man
knows it is confessed or part of the sin that
man knows is refuted and a part of the sin
that man knows is accepted and confessed

Itis confessing as God would confess if He were in the
sinner's place

Itis confessing as worldly men confess.

It is confessing as God wants confession to be done.

Itis confessing as worldly people want
confession done.

Itis confessing all that needs to be confessed, so that
further search will never reveal that there was
something which was known about the sin and known
that it ought to have been confessed but was not
confessed.

It is confessing those parts of the sin that
should further probing be carried out it

I would be found that the worst was yet to be
confessed.

Itis confession without any intention whatsoever of
protecting one's integrity before God and before man.

Itis confession with every intent to
safeguard the sinner's integrity before man.

Itis confessing with the following questions in mind:
'Will God approve this confession as true? Will it satisfy
His heart? Will it cause me to make progress on the
path of being restored to the Lord?

It is confessing with the following questions
in mind: What is the minimum that I can
expose and yet be considered by man as
having confessed all? What will satisfy man's
heart? What will cause man to accept the
matter as settled once and for all?
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GODLY FORSAKING OF SIN

WORLDLY FORSAKING OF SIN

It is carrying out the radical surgery suggested by the
Lord Jesus when he said,

Ifyour right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and
throw into away. It is better for you to lose one part of
your body than for your whole body to be thrown into
hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off
and throw it away. It s better for you to lose one part
of your body than for your whole body to o into hell.
(Matthew 5:29-30)

Itis refusal to carry out the
radical surgery that will ensure
that the source of temptation is
removed permanently at any
cost.

It is commitment to buffet the body according to the
Word. For example, The Apostle Paul wrote,

Everyone who competes in the game goes into strict
training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but|
wedo it to get a crown that willlast forever. Therefore,
Ido not run like @ man running aimlessly; I do not fight
like a man beating the air. No, I beat my body and make
it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I
myselfwill not be disqualified for the prize. (1
Corinthians 9:25-27).

Itis refusal to buffet the body
according to the Word and
rather to take an indulgent
stand.

It is words followed by actions.

Itis words only.

It is publishing the fact that a sin had been forsaken and
publishing the barriers built in order not to return to sin
so that others may serve as a check and there be no
turning back to sin in the day of severe temptation.

Itis keeping every decision to
stop and forsake the sin to
oneself so that it would be easy
to return to the sin.

It leads to permanent deliverance from sin.

It leads to permanent bondage
to sin.






