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    My character Teddy is based on Teddy McGuigan Jr. A lover of life, family and friends, whose heart of gold touched everyone who crossed his path in life.  





"Greta Thunberg - climate activist is the driving force behind my storyline. Her international youth movement has become a beacon of hope for our planet." 
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ON A GLOOMY DAY IN May, along the outer banks of Mariner Harbor, a slow-moving tropical cyclone threatened a worn-down seaport named Shirley. Her once popular port of call had weakened over time by an unusual surge of storms off the coastal waterways. But the most damaging news that morning was that her closest friend Seaport Sammy had found a new BFF.

Memories of how she met Sammy flooded her seaport and brought her back in time to a place she cherished and kept close to her heart. It all began one summer night under the full light of the moon in a timberyard one hundred miles upriver where Sammy’s Seaport was born. Shirley had been on her own for the most part and was anxious to finally meet the new seaport who would work across the bay from her at Mariner Harbor. Her vivid memory of their conversation came to her as if it were happening right at that moment.

“It looks like you and I are going to be busy this season,” Shirley recalled.

“I can’t wait to see all the fancy boats that will come into my port,” she remembered Sammy said in a serious tone.

Sammy shared the stories he heard about all the fancy ships that had arrived at Mariner Harbor and hoped one day to have a grand cruise liner pull into his port of call. He knew the attention it would bring would surely make him popular among all the neighboring harbors. She noticed her new friend was a bit of a dreamer but enjoyed his stories just the same. Sammy didn’t seem to mind that Shirley was a bit too sensitive and rather enjoyed her company, because she had an adventurous side that sparked his interest. 

As time went by their friendship grew tenfold and they became best friends especially, she recalls when they would sneak away to explore the riverbank surrounding the timberyard. Shirley had the inside scoop on how to remove the chain and lock that secured their seaport when the sun went down, making Sammy her partner in crime in the dark of night. Some would say it was a match made in heaven and others would beg to differ. But Sammy and Shirley had every reason in the world to remain side by side in times of trouble, because that is what friendship is all about. It was well understood that most friendships would come and go, but not for Sammy and Shirley who vowed to always be there for each other through thick and thin. Afterall, Sammy realized that he found a gem of a friend who was loyal and true above all else.

But it was no wonder that the arrival of the new luxury yacht Princess Lily sent shockwaves straight through Sammy’s heart, leaving him hopelessly spellbound by her beauty. A tearful Shirley could hear whispers coming from water-loving birds seeking shelter inside Mariner Harbor’s bird sanctuary nestled deep in the swamp that Sammy had become smitten by the grand cruise liner. But for Sammy, a grand cruise liner pulling into his port of call would make him famous along the harbor and planning an elaborate ceremony to mark the arrival of the young environmental activist G.G. Jarrow, would be the icing on the cake. By invitation from Mariner Harbor, the young activist G.G. Jarrow was scheduled to give a speech about the urgency to protect harbors along the Atlantic coastal shores. Her interest in the climate crisis began when she won an essay contest about climate change given by her school. She realized that adults around the globe were not working hard enough to lessen the damage caused by climate change and she wanted to do something to bring attention to this crisis. Her passion to protect the planet grew and gave rise to her taking a stand publicly whenever and wherever she could to make policy changers listen and communities rise to the challenge. Her popularity caught the attention of skydiver and pilot Conor Nolan, who believed in her cause and had been following her mission to save Mother Earth. He knew all too well about "strength in numbers" and set out to join her fight against the climate crisis in the hopes of tipping the scale toward a better future for everyone. 

In the middle of one of her scheduled school strikes against climate change, the sky above opened as Conor Nolan parachuted through the clouds and landed in front of an impressionable group of students and parents, who were amazed by his entrance. G. G. Jarrow didn't waste any time questioning his intentions to join the group. Afterall, the military had not yet been involved with the climate crisis and she was always on her guard to deliver her message. A question of concern rolled off her tongue as she faced the skydiver and pilot in front of a local camera crew.

"So, you want to join our global climate strike movement?" asked G. G. Jarrow.

"I have many friends in the military and we want to be a part of the solution to combat the climate crisis in this country," replied Conor.

"We need all boots on the ground if we are going to get everyone to pay attention," smiled the activist as the strike came to an end.

Back at Mariner Harbor, the silent moving perfect storm continued to threaten Shirley's Seaport with extreme weather changes and rising sea levels damaging her beyond recognition. The danger became more real one day, when Shirley noticed her seaport was collapsing into the bay and a new fleet of ships entering the harbor, headed straight into Sammy’s port of call. Her broken down seaport had become unpleasant to look at by passersby and everyone was keeping their distance. Sammy became so popular that he earned the title of #1 Seaport in the harbor, leaving Shirley feeling abandoned by ships who once felt safe to anchor at her port.

No one seemed to notice that Shirley was slowly fading away until early one morning, when she heard the fluttering of a bird in the distance. Her favorite Belted Kingfisher Molly flew by and landed on her pier post. Molly’s lively chirping sound could be heard clear across the harbor, prompting all her feather friends to sing along. Molly was born on the outer banks of Mariner Harbor inside a hollowed-out tree stump where birds of prey soon discovered her beautiful talent for whistling. She had a way of "calming the waters" in times of trouble and was compelled to create a peaceful aura around her favorite habitat. 

She was well known to swoop in at a moment's notice when a friend needed a helping hand and enjoyed taking in all the beautiful sights around the harbor just as the sun was beginning to rise. Sometimes she would venture out to neighboring harbors and visit the beautiful ships docked along the coast, hoping to visit with her kingfisher family nearby. The sights and sounds of the harbor seemed a little different that morning as she flew along the bay, prompting her to seek some comfort of her own from a nearby friend. She often would visit habitats along the bay just to check in from time to time, especially with Shirley's Seaport whom she entrusted with her deepest and most private secrets.
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