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Prologue: Roots of Galactic Love

Analise Jenkins was raised in a brownstone in Harlem by her father, Professor Elijah Jenkins, a man who believed the key to the future lay buried in the past. A strict but loving scholar of African studies and ancient African languages, he taught Analise to read Swahili before English and gave her bedtime stories about Nubian queens instead of princesses. Their home was filled with the scent of pepper soup and the sound of classic jazz records mixed with ancient chants. He called her every week, even after she earned her PhD, to remind her to stay grounded and question everything—especially authority.

“Always remember, Analise,” he’d say, “we come from people who mapped stars before Europe had maps.”
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