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 To Rabbi Janeen Kobrinsky of Temple Beth El, Fargo, North
Dakota, who shows how pluralism and an unwavering commitment to
Judaism can work together.



Introduction

I was not born a Jew. When my wife, Carol Matas,
and I got together some forty years ago we quickly became aware
that we wanted to make a go of it and that our life together would
include children. We decided early on that those children would be
raised as Jews—and they have been. That meant that I had a lot of
catching up to do and I began to study Judaism.

The more I got into it the more fascinated I
became and eventually I fell in love with the conversation Jews
have had down through the ages about life and God and what we
humans owe to each other and to God. I wanted to join that
conversation as a member. We are not a religiously observant
family, but we celebrate Shabbat and we are committed to a
spiritual Judaism that is eclectically informed by different
denominations.
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