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My Story
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From late 2011 to early 2012 I bought a few thousand sports trading cards. Mostly baseball, basketball, football and hockey.

I ended up with several boxes and binders full of cards, and they were taking up space. They were from the early 1990s, and I quickly discovered that each card was practically worthless. Even the cards of superstars like Michael Jordan, Joe Montana, and Wayne Gretzky. They lack value because they were mass-produced, and the supply is much greater than the demand.

In 2012 I came across a video on YouTube where a guy was talking about how he had gotten some of his “worthless” cards autographed by sending them to famous people through the mail for just the cost of postage. All he did was send cards to the person he wanted an autograph from, along with a self-addressed stamped envelope, and they would sign the cards and send them back to him!

Here’s a link to that video:

https://youtu.be/3CvUKeqb9Z8

I also heard about people getting autographs for free by requesting them online, and they made it sound really easy. I thought it was impressive that they were able to get autographs without having to buy them or meet the famous people in real-life.

That means that people can collect autographs no matter where they live in the world. It also means that anyone can get autographs whether they’re rich, poor or anywhere in between making it a great hobby.

I’ve done things a little differently, and have had a lot of success too. It’s a great feeling to open a mailbox and have envelopes with autographs inside.

There’s a lot of good things about collecting autographs. They make great gifts. I got Judge Judy to autograph, and personalize a picture for my grandma and grandpa’s 60th wedding anniversary.

Former Army helicopter pilot Mike Durant autographed a couple of pictures, and personalized them to a friend of mine who is a Purple Heart recipient.

TV host/outdoor guide Marty Raney autographed a card for a friend of mine in Mexico. Racing legend Mario Andretti autographed a card for a friend of mine in Argentina’s mom, and another racing legend Richard “The King” Petty signed a card for a friend of mine in Russia’s son.

Collecting autographs can also be therapeutic. I got an email from a guy that had a stroke. He lost his job, had to go through rehabilitation, and spent much of his time at home. He told me that collecting autographs through the mail gave him something to look forward to and helped him feel a little better despite his situation.

When I tell people that I’ve gotten autographs, the first things they want to know about is who I’ve gotten autographs from, and how I got them.

The process is simple for me since I’ve been doing it for many years. I enjoy helping other people get autographs too. I wrote this book so you won’t have to make the same mistakes that I have. If I had a book like this when I was starting out, it would have saved me a lot of time and money.

Since I started collecting autographs, I’ve gotten more than 1,000 of them from many different kinds of famous people from all over the world. At first, I was sending autograph requests to anyone that I could possibly think of, which is the number one mistake that people make.

I will also share some interesting experiences I’ve had while collecting autographs, and stories about some of the more unusual ones I’ve tried to get.

I feel like each autograph is a piece of history. When the Sikorsky UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter that Mike Durant was flying was shot down while conducting a mission in Somalia in 1993, one of the hands he used to fly the helicopter was the hand he used to sign his autograph for me and my friend!

During my childhood Osama Bin Laden was the #1 most wanted criminal in the world, and his face was plastered all over the news. I’ve gotten autographs from terrorism expert/journalist Peter Bergen who interviewed Bin Laden in a cave in Afghanistan in 1997 and was also present at the White House in 2011 while Bin Laden was being killed in a Navy Seal raid in Pakistan.

I used to look at paper money and think that it was cool how some people’s signatures were on them. So I found an address for the former Secretary of the Treasury, Timothy Geithner. He autographed the two $2.00 bills I sent him, and even personalized them for me.

I’ve gotten autographs from actors, athletes, musicians, authors, politicians, astronauts, high ranking military people and even some autographs from criminals. The possibilities are endless!
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How To Get Autographs
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There are at least 4 ways to get autographs. You can buy them, meet the person in real-life and ask them to sign one for you, you can send something in the mail for them to sign, or you can send them an email/message online asking them for their autograph. This book is only about the last two ways. Getting them by sending things through the mail, and by requesting them online.

Getting autographs online works great because you can request them for free.

With TTM requests you send the person a self-addressed stamped envelope. It’s free for them, so they’re more likely to sign their autograph for you. 

Networking is a big part of collecting autographs. The majority of collectors are happy to help others get autographs and share contact information. Assuming that your friends know that you collect autographs, they might be able to help you get some too.

A friend of mine in Russia got me an autographed picture from her husband’s cousin who was an officer in the Russian Army during the Soviet-Afghan War. He fought in Afghanistan and was awarded medals for his service.

A friend in Hungary got me an autograph from Emil Neszmélyi, a Hungarian lawyer who has climbed the tallest peaks of each of Earth’s seven continents including Mt.Everest. When I was a kid I thought it would be cool to climb Mt.Everest, except for my fear of heights and not wanting to put in the hard work required to do it.

When I was first starting out, a collector in Europe sent me some autographs from his own collection

One guy that used to send me emails asking about autographs ended up becoming an actor, writer and producer. You never know who you might meet along the way, or what kind of personal/professional connections you can make.

Online Autographs:

If you want to request an autograph online, all you have to do is find the person’s website, email address or other contact information by searching online. Then write them a simple letter asking them to sign their autograph for you. Don’t forget to include your mailing address at the end of the letter.

I forgot to include my address once, and the person was nice enough to reply to my email and ask me for my address, so they could send me an autographed picture. I’ve gotten hundreds of autographs sent to my mailbox for free just by asking for them online. Sometimes they are even personalized with my name on them too.

Autograph request letters are easy to write. I usually write a letter like the one below. I write the same thing as I do when I send TTM requests. The only difference is that you don’t need to write your mailing address on your letter with TTM requests since that will already be on your self-addressed stamped envelope.

––––––––
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DEAR MR./MS.(.....),

My name is (.....) and I am a big fan of yours! I know that you are probably very busy, but I was wondering if you could please sign an autograph for me if you have the time.
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