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			Dedication

			
		
    Revelation 1:4. John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto you, and peace, from him which is, and which was, and which is to come: and from the seven spirits which are before his throne: And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth.

 

Think, dear friends, how this benediction may be fulfilled. «Grace be to you,» he says, «and peace.» And what are to be the fountains and springs of this peace? It is to come from God first, from him which is. All that God is, is a fountain of peace and grace to us. And from him which was all that he has ever been, the eternal past, the changeless purposes, the divine predestination of the Infinite. There are springs of peace and grace here. And from him which is to come. All that God will ever be, all the manifestations of his power, his justice, his love, which the ages are yet to see all these are wells of grace and peace to God's own people. I want you to think of this. And when your minds are disturbed, and you have need of peace, and when your heart is sinking and you have need of grace, come to God for both of these things, regarding him as him which is, which was, and which is to come. And there are seven spirits which are before his throne. The Holy Ghost, in whatever way he operates in any of his divine works in all these he is the Comforter, the source of grace and peace to us. You need not be afraid of the Holy Spirit, even though he be the Spirit of judgment and the Spirit of burning, for he will burn up nothing in us but what ought to be consumed, and will judge nothing but what ought to be judged and to be condemned; so that peace may come to us from the seven spirits which are before the throne; but specially grace and peace from Jesus Christ as the Faithful Witness. Whatever he bears witness to, it is full of grace and peace to believers, and he himself is the first begotten from the dead. Oh! his resurrection! what a wondrous fountain of grace and peace that is to us! And then his divine sovereignty his rule over all providence and nature, the Prince of the kings of the earth what grace and peace may every one of you who love him find there! At the thought of this, the divine writer turns from his benediction to a doxology.

 

 

— Charles Spurgeon 
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The Holy Scriptures use parables, proverbs, symbols and many illustrations taken from daily life to enable us to better understand the profound divine truths.

In the whole Bible there is symbolic language. When the Lord Jesus told Nicodemus that it is necessary to "be born again , " He was using the natural birth as an illustration of a spiritual experience. " Behold the lamb of God, " will be a very rare expression to anyone who does not know that it is the key to a symbol that goes from the first chapters of Genesis to the last of the Apocalypse.

The wonderful use of numbers is clear evidence of the divine inspiration of the Bible. The meaning of a number is expressed in several ways. For example, each letter in Hebrew and Greek has a numerical value: alpha 1, beta 2, etc., and the sum or the product of the letters in a certain word is very much related to the value of other words and phrases. Let's look at example five, which is used to show the grace of God in the face of man's weakness. The context can give the clue: David in his weakness took five stones from the stream.

The number of words or phrases in a series can illustrate the fundamental idea. There are five steps in Luke 15.20 and five signs of reconciliation in 15.22, 23; all this to tell us of the Father's grace when the prodigal acknowledged his true condition. The frequency with which a word is used is often significant: five times John calls the Spirit the Comforter; Five times it is read of great joy, beginning with the birth of John the Baptist and ending with the believer in the presence of Christ.

The reader will do well to write down the cases that come to his attention, such as numbers, colors, minerals, etc. Soon he will exclaim that all the Scripture is inspired of God, and useful.
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