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​ Foreword

A woman wrote me recently about how she hated
her expanse of lawn yet had "zero budget" for edible
landscaping.

I wasn't really sure what she was asking or what
to say. While thinking about the topic, this book was born.

Although I could have answered her that we tend
to find the money for everything that we really want, it
doesn't take much money to have edible landscaping — assuming you
have the time and desire to set it up yourself.

I hope this book helps you find the resources
you need to make your dream of an edible yard come true.


​ Part 1: Planning

The saying goes that if you fail to plan, you
plan to fail. So any worthwhile project starts with planning.

What do you want your yard to look like? What do
you want it to do for you?






A yard that's focused on food production ...
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will look much different than a yard that's
focused on entertaining adults ...
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... which will look very different from a
yard designed to be a play area for children.
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Each yard can be done in edible landscaping, but
the plants you choose for these yards could be very different,
because the yards themselves are being used for different
things.


​ How
to begin

Start with a list of the things you'd like to
do and have in your yard. Here are some
suggestions:

* window boxes with strawberries or
edible flowers

* a front yard path bordered with
herbs

* a water feature, such as a pond,
fountain, waterfall, or bird bath

* garden decorations

* space for entertaining guests

* edible hedges along your front
porch or around your backyard to give a sense of privacy

* a mailbox or driveway planting

* an outdoor kitchen

* a patio

* raised planter boxes in
interesting patterns, shapes, or materials

* an outdoor spa area around your
hot tub, swimming pool, or where you can place a hammock or build a
gazebo

* an arbor leading along a path or
outside your front door covered with edible vines such as
kiwifruit, roses, or grapes

* a mandala or maze with edible
plants

* an herb spiral

* a special theme garden around a
color (for example, all white), a culture (a Japanese garden), a
time period (a Victorian garden), or a hobby (a garden devoted to
sundials or ships or surfboards)

The possibilities are endless.

Also, think about what you and your family
like to eat.
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