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Red Desert Rose

Preface.

Mac, a former MI6 operative, was recruited by a mysterious organization known as "The Phoenix" to take down corrupt corporations and governments. He's paired with Rose, a brilliant hacker and former CIA asset.

Mac and Rose face off against formidable foes, from high-stakes battles in luxurious mansions to high-speed chases around the world. They must use all their skills, gadgets, and cunning to stay one step ahead of their enemies and unravel the threads of the conspiracy.

In Red Desert Rose, they attempt a long overdue break from the reality and stress of their job, in Australia.

But action and intrigue seem to follow them wherever they go.
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Chapter 1: Action Onboard

[image: ]




THE INDIAN PACIFIC train cut through the red heart of Australia, the vast desert landscape unfolding like a canvas of rust and gold. Mac and Rose sat on the observation deck, their eyes fixed on the horizon, the warm sun on their faces. They had been working non-stop for months, and finally, they had taken a long-deserved break.

"Australia, here we come," Mac said, his voice relaxed, sipping a cold beer.

Rose smiled, her eyes closed, the wind in her hair. "No schedules, no missions, no danger. Just us and the outback."

The train's whistle blew, echoing through the vast expanse of nothingness. They had boarded in Perth the day before for the 4300 kilometer journey to Sydney, eager to see the country, with stops at Adelaide and Broken Hill along the way.

As they watched, a kangaroo bounded alongside the train, its paws pounding the red earth. Rose laughed, her eyes sparkling. "This is the life."

Mac grinned, his eyes crinkling at the corners. "Enjoy it while it lasts."

The sun began to set, casting a golden glow over the landscape. Mac and Rose headed to the dining car, eager to try some Australian cuisine.

As they sat down to dinner, a commotion erupted at the far end of the carriage. 

A passenger was shouting, pointing toward the emergency exit. Mac and Rose exchanged a look, their instincts kicking in.

A woman, mid-30s, dressed in a business suit, stumbled into the dining car, her eyes wild with fear. "Please, you have to help me! Someone's trying to kill me!"

Mac's eyes locked onto Rose's, a silent understanding passing between them. This was no ordinary passenger.

The woman's eyes darted around the compartment, her breathing rapid. "My name is Professor Jasmine Ritchie. I've got something they want."

The train's wheels clicked on, the rhythm of the tracks a steady beat as the night wore on.

"What's going on, Jasmine?" Mac asked, his voice calm.

Jasmine's eyes locked onto Mac's, a mix of desperation and fear in her gaze. "I've discovered a secret. A group of rogue agents, working for a shadow organization. They're planning to sabotage the Australian mining industry and disrupt the global market."

Rose's eyes narrowed. "Who's behind it?"

Jasmine's voice dropped to a whisper. "I don't know. But I have proof! 

Data hidden in my luggage."

The train lurched, the wheels screeching as it navigated a curve. Mac's eyes met Rose's, a silent understanding passing between them.

Their holiday just got a lot more complicated.
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Chapter 2: Rogue Agent
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MAC AND ROSE HEADED back to Jasmine’s cabin, trying to calm her down. The train's interior lights cast an eerie glow over Jasmine's pale face as she clutched her luggage, her eyes darting between Mac and Rose. "You have to believe me; I'm not making this up. These people are ruthless."

Mac's eyes locked onto hers, his expression calm. "We'll help you, Jasmine. But we need to know more. Who are these people, and what do they want?"

Jasmine took a deep breath, her voice shaking. "I was working on a project researching rare earth minerals in Australia. That's when I stumbled upon a hidden database with encrypted files. I cracked the code, and what I found... it's huge. They're planning to sabotage the mining industry and create a global shortage sending the commodity prices souring. The profits would be enormous."

Rose's eyes narrowed. "Who's behind it?"

Jasmine hesitated, her eyes darting around the compartment. "I don't know, but I think it's a shadow organization working within the government or the mining companies. They've got resources and many connections. They've been trying to get their hands on the data for months."

Mac's mind was racing. If Jasmine's data was real, it could bring down governments and ruin economies. "We need to get you and the data to Sydney safely."

The train's intercom crackled to life, the conductor's voice announcing their approach to Adelaide. 

Should we all get out in Adelaide? “Mac said”.

Jasmine's eyes widened, her grip on her luggage tightening. "No, no, no! They'll be waiting for me in Adelaide. They'll take the data and I'll be dead."

“We need to start the investigation immediately. We will protect you in Adelaide”. Mac's eyes met Rose's, a silent understanding passing between them. They needed to act fast.

"Rose, stay with Jasmine, keep her safe. I'll take care of any issues arising at the Adelaide Parklands Terminal."

Rose nodded, her eyes locked onto Jasmine's. "We'll get through this, Jasmine."

As Mac left, his fingers brushed against Rose's, a brief, reassuring touch. The game was on, and they were in the middle of it.

The train pulled into Adelaide, the station bustling with activity. Mac slipped off the train disappearing into the crowd.

Jasmine's eyes locked onto Rose's, a mix of fear and determination in her gaze. "Thank you, thank you. I knew I could trust you."

Rose smiled, her eyes scanning the platform. "We're not out of this yet, Jasmine. Let's get our luggage, we’ll stick together here in Adelaide and find out what’s going on."

As they stepped off the train, the sound of the train whistle blew, echoing through the station. The adventure had just begun, and the stakes were higher than ever.
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