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On November 26, 2000, sixteen-year-old Leanne Tiernan left the house to do some Christmas shopping. She spent the day with her fifteen-year-old friend, Sarah Whitehouse. At 4:50 PM, the girls returned home on the bus. They split up at Houghley Lane. Whitehouse saw Leanne walk down the unlit path, known as Houghley Gill.

Sarah Whitehouse walked home, and called her friend upon arrival. She was surprised that Leanne hadn’t arrived home yet. Sarah knew that something wasn’t right. It was only a short walk from Houghley Gill. Leanne’s mom called her daughter’s cell phone at 5:20 PM, and waited while it rang. It eventually was cut off. The second time that she called, it only rang four times, until it was cut off.

It wasn’t like Leanne to go missing like that, and not let her family know where she was. She was a streetwise teen, who was extremely happy and confident. Leanne had never gone missing before. She’d never run away from home, and there were no issues in the household that could explain why she might want to run off. It just wasn’t like her at all.
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Sixteen-year-old Leanne Tiernan, who was murdered by John Taylor.   Photo courtesy of BBC.

Leanne Tiernan was born on September 27, 1984, in Leeds, England. She was the daughter of Sharon Hawkhead, and Michael Tiernan. Leanne’s parents were divorced, and she lived with her mother, and older sister, Michelle.

She had attended West Leeds High School. Leanne had been a thin girl, standing only 5’4”. She’d had an eyebrow ring, and had last been seen wearing black trousers, black boots, a blue jacket, and a blue and white polo shirt. Leanne had only been a mile from her home, when she’d been kidnapped.

Fearing for her daughter’s safety, Mrs. Tiernan called the police at 7 PM, reporting her daughter as a missing person. The police quickly jumped into action, and the missing person inquiry was led by Detective Superintendent Chris Gregg. The police searched the area where Leanne Tiernan had last been seen, but they came up empty.

As the investigation continued, there were two hundred officers on the case, as well as hundreds of volunteers. The West Yorkshire Police conducted an extensive missing person search, which was the largest search in the area. The police searched 32 drainage wells, and drained a two-mile section of a canal. Garbage collection was stopped as part of the investigation. This allowed the police to search through everyone’s garbage, hoping that they might find something pertinent to the investigation.

The police searched a total of 1,750 buildings, hoping to find the missing girl. They conducted 1,400 house-to-house searches, as well as 800 houses on the ‘Red Route’ (the route that the police believed she would have travelled). This led to 800 sheds, garages, and outbuildings being searched, as well as 150 commercial buildings that were located a half-mile radius of Houghley Gill.
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