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To my grandchildren,

Aria and Joey,

whose questions inspired this book

Meet Julia and Luke

The story in this book is told through the eyes of a make-believe Jewish brother and sister. Julia and Luke live at the time and place that all the actual events took place during the final week of Jesus on earth. 

Their grandfather has studied the sacred books, the Torah and the Tanakh, for many years. He feels it is important that his grandchildren learn what God taught in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Writings. These holy scriptures are what we know today as the Old Testament in the Bible. 

Surprising events happen when a miracle worker named Jesus comes to town. What happens next keeps the whole family in turmoil. When something unexpected happens to Grandfather, Julia and Luke step in to try to help. But nothing can stop the elderly man from finding out what he needs to know about the man who may be the promised Messiah—the Savior of the whole world. Join them and learn the secrets of the first Easter. They experience first hand the beginning of the Church, which will later be told in the New Testament. 
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A typical home in first century Jerusalem

Who? What? When? Where? Why?
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Most of you have probably celebrated Easter in the traditional ways: Bunnies, decorated eggs—and maybe days off from school. This book will take you back over 2000 years to explore how Easter started. This Easter origin story is told through the experiences of an imaginary Jewish family living in Jerusalem at the time. Tween sister and brother, Julia and Luke are learning from their grandfather the truths of what we know as the Old Testament in the Bible.


Who: Jesus was one of the chosen people of God, the Jews. They came from the family of Abraham and Sarah, who were given some very special promises. They would become a mighty nation, and they would live in the land of Israel. They would also bless all the peoples of the earth through Jesus.

Where: Jerusalem, the Holy City of Israel. Many Jews lived there and others came to worship at the temple. During that time, Israel was under the control oof Rome and the people often suffered under unjust rulers.

When: Early in the first century, during the Passover Week, a feast that reminded them of their rescue from slavery in Egypt.

What: Celebration of the Passover, one of the most important Jewish festivals. This festival was fulfilled when Jesus finished the work he came to earth to do.

Why: God created the heavens and earth and all the plants and animals that lived there. He made a man and woman and placed them in a garden he planted. He wanted them to care for the animals and plants. He told them there was one thing they must not do: eat from one of the trees in the garden. They did not obey God and sin entered the world. Since people could not pay the penalty for their sin, God decided to send a perfect sacrifice to make things right—Jesus, his own son.

How: Coming to earth as a baby boy, proving he was God by his teachings, miracles, and fulfillment of Old Testament predictions. Dying as a sacrifice to pay the price for the sins of all who believe. Coming back to life to erase any doubts that He was both God and man. Revealing through his resurrection that God’s intent was to give eternal life to those who trust in Jesus.





These events were celebrated for many years after they happened. As the years went by, people began to forget the original meaning of the day.



	The Man and the Donkey 
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A sunny afternoon in the city of Jerusalem in Israel during the first century

“Mother! Julia! Come quick!”

Julia looked up from the loom where she was working. It was her favorite place to be. She admired the strings grandfather had attached to the wooden structure. She cherished the time she spent there turning yarn into cloth, one row at a time. Her hand clutched the shuttle she used to weave the threads through the rows. It was important work that she did every day. But something in her younger brother's voice made her jump to her feet.

“Grandfather is hurt,” said the voice in the courtyard. “I need your help.”

Julia dropped her shuttle and rushed towards the door. She entered the sunny courtyard and looked around for her brother. Where was he? Was this another one of his pranks?

“Over here,” called her brother. “By the stables.”

Julia began to run. She could see the figure of her grandfather lying on the ground. Oh no, she thought. Nothing can happen to Grandfather. She breathed a quick prayer as she ran towards her mother and Luke. The two of them stood next to the elderly man. “Hey, what happened?” she asked as she neared the stable door.

“I came out to feed the donkeys and found him here. He was mumbling something about the foal. Something about the king on a donkey’s colt. I think he got too close to the new baby and the mother bit him. Or kicked him.”

“He never goes into the stables. “Never mind about that,” said her mother. “Come help me. Maybe the three of us can get him on his feet.”

Julia rushed to her mother's side where her grandfather lay in the dirt. “Are you alright?” she asked, kneeling beside him. Gently, she tugged at his shoulders and helped him sit up.
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