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The band ‘Quiet Riot’ started out strong right from the beginning. They had a distinct sound that audiences loved, with excellent vocals, and instrumentals that garnered them a great deal of fans. They were listed on VH1’s ‘100 Greatest Artists of Hard Rock’, ranked at number 100. 

Quiet Riot was first founded in 1973, in Los Angeles, California. The heavy metal band was formed by guitarist Randy Rhoads, and bassist Kelly Garni. Over the years, the band had undergone a series of changeups, as it progressed throughout the decades. 

The band was originally formed under the name ‘Mach 1’. This soon was changed to ‘Little Women’, though that that didn’t last too long either. By May 1975, the band had settled on the name ‘Quiet Riot’ – and the name stuck. They chose the name from a Rick Parfitt quote (a member of the British band Status Quo). The quote had actually been about Parfitt stating that he believed ‘Quite Right’ would make a good band name. However, they misheard the quote, and went with ‘Quiet Riot’ instead. Inspired by Parfitt, they chose it as their new band name. The band has continued to record and tour throughout the decades, although the lineup has changed over time. 

In 1983, Quiet Riot released their album ‘Metal Health’. It was a huge commercial success, and was the first heavy metal album to ever top the Billboard album chart. The band had multiple singles to chart on the Billboard Hot 100. ‘Mama Weer All Crazee Now’, and ‘Cum On Feel the Noize’ (both of which were cover songs, from British glam rock band ‘Slade’), as well as their popular single ‘Metal Health (Bang Your Head)’. 

Drew Forsyth was brought on as drummer for the band. He had been previously in the band ‘Mildred Pierce’, and had already worked with both Garni, and Rhoads in the past. There are no original members left in the group. 

Kevin DuBrow, a Los Angeles photographer, was brought in as lead vocalist. Rhoads had issues with DuBrow as vocalist. He had certain expectations of what he wanted as a vocalist – and was looking for someone like Alice Cooper, or David Bowie. DuBrow was not readily accepted into the band at first, which caused a great deal of tension. He persisted, refusing to take no for an answer. In the end, Rhoads and Garni decided that DuBrow shared their level of enthusiasm for the band, and decided to hire him on. 

Rhoads was considered by many the focal point of the band – which was both musically, but also visually. During the early days, Quiet Riot was associated with polka dots. A great deal of their fans, who would attend L.A’s club circuit, would don polka dot bow ties, as this was what Rhoads would wear on stage. The band had started to garner a great deal of attention, many fans attending their gigs to see the band perform. 
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