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Introduction:

The Empty Way of Life

Modern Western Christianity is an empty way of life.

Yes, we get saved.

Yes, we believe in Jesus.

But somewhere along the way, the simple gospel was traded for a marketing campaign.

We are told—week after week—that tithes and offerings are the keys to unlocking blessings. “Give to the church, and God will bless your finances.” Yet all that usually does is make the preacher rich... and you poor.

It’s become a cycle. A system.

Every Sunday, a little speech accompanies the offering basket. Promises of divine wealth are handed out like coupons—if you just sow your seed first. If you bless the church financially, God will bless you financially. But is that what the Bible really says?

There’s a scripture—1 Peter 1:18–19—that tells a different story.

It dares to tell the truth, in plain sight:

“For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.” (1 Peter 1:18–19, NIV)

The Bible does not say we are redeemed by giving.

It does not say we are redeemed by money.

It says we are redeemed by blood.

The precious blood of Jesus.
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Can the Blood Redeem? YES

Let’s be honest: most of the modern church uses scripture the same way a politician uses a slogan—out of context, for personal gain, and stretched to fit a desired result.

They have their three unspoken rules:


	Use scripture out of context.

	Use scripture with the wrong motive.

	Exaggerate the results.



So I thought—why not play by their rules for a moment?

Let’s look again at 1 Peter 1:18–19.

Let’s take it apart and apply it differently—not as doctrine for a pulpit, but as a personal prophetic encouragement for someone in real pain.

Here’s what that scripture really says:


	You were redeemed from the empty way of life.

	Handed down from your ancestors.



In its true context, this refers to salvation. The “empty way” is religion without power. The “ancestors” refer to the Law—the system of works and rituals that could never save. But what if—just what if—we applied this personally, not theologically?

Imagine:
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