
B.A. ROSE

ADRIANA-Silver Crescent Wolves-Book Four





  

  Copyright © 2022 by B.A. ROSE


  
    All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored or transmitted      in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, scanning, or otherwise without      written permission from the publisher. It is illegal to copy this book, post it to a website, or distribute      it by any other means without permission.

  
    This novel is entirely a work of fiction. The names, characters and incidents portrayed in it are      the work of the author's imagination. Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, events or localities      is entirely coincidental.

  
    B.A. ROSE asserts the moral right to be identified as      the author of this work.

  
    B.A. ROSE has no responsibility for the persistence      or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party Internet Websites referred to in this publication and does not      guarantee that any content on such Websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

  
    Designations used by companies to distinguish their products are often claimed as trademarks.      All brand names and product names used in this book and on its cover are trade names, service marks, trademarks      and registered trademarks of their respective owners. The publishers and the book are not associated with any      product or vendor mentioned in this book. None of the companies referenced within the book have endorsed the      book.

  

  
    For Mature Audiences only. Sexual Themes. Possible Triggers.


  

  
    First edition

  

  

  

  
    This book was professionally typeset on Reedsy

    Find out more at reedsy.com
  


  
    
      [image: Publisher Logo]
    

  





  “Life isn’t about finding yourself. Life is about creating yourself”

George Bernard Shaw




I dedicate this to those who are creating who they choose to become.
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  Chapter 1

  
  




The night before graduation Adriana was out with a few classmates. Walking over to the bar and looking out at the dance floor, she asked for another vodka and cranberry. A familiar voice said, “Haven’t you had enough little girl?” Turning she groaned, “What the hell are you doing here?” Jacob Rossi folded his arms and grinned. “Helping a friend out. Fancy seeing you here Adriana Lawson. Where are the ladies?” He meant Abby and the others. She pointed to a couple of females dancing with two males. They didn’t know the men were wolves. “I’m here with some classmates. Are you going to get me my drink?”




Jacob grinned at her. He had asked her out at Caleb and Nicole’s wedding and she had declined. The way she looked at him he knew there was an attraction. Leaning over he passed her some pretzels. “Have something to eat first. What’s the occasion?” Adriana rolled her eyes. “You know, you’re nosy. I’m fine. That drink?” Jacob leaned closer and stayed where he was. She sighed, exasperated. “If you must know, I graduate tomorrow. Happy now?” Jacob chuckled and stood up, turning to make her the drink but adding less vodka than juice. Handing it to her he said, “High school?” Taking a sip, her eyes flashed. “Very funny. College. In the Fall, I start law school. Did you put any vodka in this?” Laughing he took her hand, stroking it. “Congratulations little girl. Maybe we can go out and celebrate? Now that you’re of age. You are of age right?” He loved riling her up and her face got red as her eyes flashed yellow. 




Why was it so easy for him to get to her? Adriana stood up, ignoring his offer to take her out, and was about to leave money. “Legal and leaving. Thanks for the diluted drink.” Jacob handed her back the money and held her hand a little longer making shivers go up and down her arm. “Anytime little girl. See you around.” Walking back to her friends she gave one more glance and saw him wink. What an annoying man.




Jacob was attracted to Adriana ever since he saw her months ago. He fought the attraction because one, she was a wolf and the little sister of his friend, Jax Lawson, and two, he didn’t think he would be accepted being half-demon. The human part wasn’t the issue. It also didn’t help that Adriana blew him off the two times he asked her out. He knew she was attracted to him just as he was her. Shaking his head he told himself to let it go. The last thing he needed was trouble with the wolves.




Adriana was dancing with a human male and she gave her friend the drink to hold. The woman placed it on a table.  A male walked by and poured something into it. Jacob saw the whole thing and knew he had to do something. The same male was about to walk up to Adriana to hand her the drink. In seconds, Jacob had him by the neck. He growled low, “I don’t think you want to do that pal. It’s time to say goodnight.” The male turned to see Jacob’s red eyes and his widened. Adriana didn’t even notice Jacob dragging the male outside. He threw the drink out on the pavement and leaned towards the young male, now shaking. “If I ever see you in any bar around here, I won’t be so nice. Get out of here before I lose my temper.” He growled and his eyes flashed red. The male jumped up and ran off as Jacob stood there. One thing he despised was a man taking advantage of a female.




Drinking a new vodka cranberry, Adriana felt tipsy. She could hold her liquor being a wolf but even she had limits. She turned to look for her friends and saw one making out with one of the wolves. Another was in a corner being felt up by the other. She wanted to go home. Evan was at the apartment and would be pissed that she was this messed up. He was a year younger but protective. Going toward the bar she went to dial an uber. A deep voice said, “Put that away little girl. I’m taking you home.” Looking up she saw Jacob wearing a jacket. “I’m fine. Thank you.” She went back to dialing only the numbers were a bit fuzzy. Feeling a large hand on her arm she looked up. He leaned in, “I am taking you home. If something happened to you and Jax knew I was here, he’d be pissed. Let’s go. Now!” 




Normally Adriana would tell him to go screw himself. Instead, she let him lead her to his car which was a sport, Mercedes. After settling her in, he leaned over and belted her smelling her delicious scent. Adriana felt his warm breath and closed her eyes. He was so sexy and hot. She needed to stay in control. Getting in he started up and drove her to the apartment. There was no talking but she felt his nearness and it was making her dizzy. 




The minute they got there, she tried to unbuckle herself but he stopped her. “I got it, little girl.” Smiling, his eyes looked into hers. She turned away feeling his warm breath on her neck. Jacob chuckled and got out opening her door. He helped her and walked her to the door, going inside the lobby. She turned, “What are you doing? I’m fine now. Thank you for dropping me off, but I got it.” Jacob took her hand and ignoring her, walked her to the apartment door. Taking her keys out, she tried to unlock the door but dropped them. Jacob sighed and picked them up, seeing her long legs. He wanted to be between them making her scream out in pleasure. Opening the door he handed her back the keys. 




Adriana looked at him. “Thank you. Good night.” Jacob, seeing her looking at him, leaned in taking her lips. Her whole body reacted and she held him, kissing him back as their tongues danced together. Just as she was about to run her fingers through his hair he pulled away, looking at her. “Good night Adriana. Congratulations on your graduation.” She stood there frustrated and pissed as he walked away whistling. Growling low, she walked inside.




It was quiet. Evan was probably sleeping and she stumbled almost falling. Kicking her shoes off, she got a bottle of water from the fridge and walked to her room. There was no way she was sleeping tonight. Not after that kiss.




Jacob drove home frustrated. Kissing Adriana wasn’t enough. He wanted her body pressed up against his as she screamed out in ecstasy. Her taste was maddening and the demon wanted to possess her and make her his. He knew it and took a deep breath, calming himself. For most of his life, he always acted upon his human half. His mom was human and taught him to use logic when his father’s side took over.  His dad, a top and formidable lawyer had channeled his demon with work and that was why he was so successful. He had tried to convince Jacob it would help him control the inner demon but he had fallen in love with architecture at a young age. Besides, if he hadn’t met Jax there would be no Adriana.




After taking a shower, Adriana got into bed, trying to sleep. She was excited to be finally graduating but her mind turned to Jacob. His breath had tasted like honey and she swore his eyes flashed red. Demons were sexy, but in bed, some liked it rough. The one who almost took Nicole home wasn’t the good type. She would have ended up badly hurt. Jacob wasn’t like that. Even though she pretended he was, she knew his nature. Adriana decided she was going to focus on herself. No romance until after law school. Besides, if she did date Jacob, her family would probably flip out. Not Jax so much but her mom. Anessa would never accept a half-demon as a son-in-law. Eyes opened in shock, she growled low, her heart beating fast. Talking out loud she said, “No way am I marrying Jacob Rossi. Not happening.” She closed her eyes, setting her thoughts on tomorrow and moving forward in life.



















Jax and Abby waited for Marisa and Thierry. They were going together to Adriana’s graduation. Anessa would go with her mate. Grant Deluca would meet them there. Caleb saw them and walked over to Jax. “Nicole wanted me to give this to Dria. She is so sorry she can’t be there. I called Randa who said she just has bad morning sickness but I want her to stay in bed. Stubborn mate resisted until the nausea hit and she was bent over the toilet. I need to stay with her.”




Abby walked over to him with Marisa. “Is she okay Caleb?” He grinned and said, “Yes, I gave her ginger ale and saltines and she’s biting my head off so she’s fine. Our baby is feisty like his mom.” Jax saw the pride in his friend’s eyes and looked at Thierry who chuckled.  Turning to Marisa he said, “Wanna start making a baby?” Giving him a look, she said, “Not yet handsome. Think I’ll let Nik tell me all about it first.”




Jax took the card and gift and said, “If you need anything, let us know. Tell Nik to feel better and that Adriana will understand. You take care of your mate Caleb. Sam will make the rounds.” Caleb nodded and walked off. He needed to get back to her. Abby took Jax’s hand and smiled. “Let’s go see your sister graduate. Ris and I will visit with Nik tomorrow.” Kissing her hand, Jax smiled and they got into the car.




Adriana woke up groggy, memories of last night and Jacob in her head. After a shower and strong coffee, she felt more awake. She got a call from Nicole telling her about the morning sickness and seconds later Caleb got on the phone. She told him to tell Nik to feel better and that she would see her tomorrow. She had two extra tickets now. Texting Evan, who was at his parent’s, she told him to pick up a ticket at the apartment if he could make it.  Dressed, she was looking in the mirror when there was a knock at the door. ‘Who could that be?’, she wondered.




Opening up, she saw a male holding a large box. “Are you Adriana Lawson?” Nodding she saw him grin and hand it to her. “This is for you.” Holding it in one hand she turned to get a tip and he said, “I’ve already been taken care of. Have a good day miss.” She closed the door and brought it to the table. Unwrapping the bow she opened it, seeing two dozen red roses and one black one in the center. The vase was expensive crystal and the arrangement was gorgeous. The empty box was discarded and the vase of flowers sat on the table, the scent filling her nostrils. Looking for a card she found it and opened the envelope to read. Her eyes widened. It was from Jacob Rossi and he wished her a beautiful day. At the bottom, he signed it Jacob and his cell number was there. Smiling, she made a mental note to thank him for the flowers. She placed it back in the envelope, took her purse and gown and the empty box walking out. She was graduating.










Grant Deluca was already seated and saw his daughter and mate walking over to him. Anessa looked breathtaking in a red skirt suit. She kissed his cheeks. “Can you believe it, father? My baby is graduating college!” Grant chuckled and kissed her cheek smiling into her beautiful face. “Xavier would have been so proud. She’ll make a wonderful lawyer. Likes to argue, just like you my daughter.” Anessa felt her eyes misting at the mention of her late husband. Marcel squeezed her hand gently and she turned to smile at him. He loved her and she never thought it would happen again. Turning back to her father she said, “He would father. Proud of all the children.” Grant nodded and they sat down.




Abby, Jax, Thierry, and Marisa found their seats. They were behind Anessa, Marcel, and Grant.  Abby went to hug them. Anessa smiled at Abby. “You look lovely. No grandchild yet? I heard Nicole and Caleb are expecting and they aren’t mated long at all.” Abby was about to respond when Jax looked at his mother. “When we get pregnant you’ll be the third to know mom. Leave my mate alone. We have time.” Anessa raised an eyebrow and turned smiling. She hoped it happened soon. Thierry stayed quiet after nodding to them. He didn’t need Anessa starting on Marisa.”




Evan had just gotten there and ran up to the seats, smiling at his sister and the others. He sat down as the music began. Adriana was in line and walking down the aisle when she saw her family. Her brother smiled at her and she mouthed, ‘I love you,’ to him and Abby. Her mother stood up and took a picture, a tear sliding down her cheek. Adriana smiled warmly and saw her grandfather smile proudly. This was it, she was leaving childhood behind and making her way into the world. Sitting down with the other classmates she sighed happily.




As her name was called, Adriana got up to get her diploma. Hearing howls and her name she turned to see Thierry. Laughing she saw Jax punch him and he sat back down. Shaking the dean’s hand she took her diploma and moved the tassel on her cap. Giving a huge smile she walked off, a graduate. After hearing a few more speeches her class stood up and was announced the class of 2022. Throwing their caps in the air they all cheered. Adriana hugged her friends and walked over to her family who stood smiling at her. Anessa held her, kissing her face. “My baby is all grown up. I’m so proud of you.” Adriana laughed and hugged her tightly. “Thanks, mama. I love you too.”




Marcel gave her a kiss and an envelope. “I was never blessed to have a child but if I had been, I would have wanted her to be like you. Congratulations Dria. You will make this family proud.” She smiled at him. He wasn’t her father who she missed terribly but very nice and he loved her mother. “Thank you, Marcel. I’ll do my best.” Grant walked over and took her in his arms looking down at her. “My beautiful granddaughter. You will succeed in life and make us proud. Be happy, my Bella Dria, and always be true to your heart. Tiamo.” He kissed both her cheeks and handed her a thick envelope. “You don’t have to do this Nonno.” Grant smiled and said, “I know but I wanted to. Use it for something fun eh? You’re a good girl.” He hugged her again and walked over to Anessa and her mate.




Jax came over with Abby and picked her up laughing. “You did it kiddo. My baby sister isn’t a baby anymore. I’m so proud of you. Dad would have been too. He loved you so much.” Tears came to her eyes and she kissed her brother. “I know. I love you big brother. Can you put me down now?” Jax laughed and gently put her on her feet. Abby hugged her next. “Congratulations Dria.” She took her hands and smiled. “Do what you love and you’ll always be happy. I do and it’s made a world of difference. I love you, sis.” Adriana kissed her and they hugged until Thierry said, “Hey what about me?” Marisa shook her head and said, “Dria, better let him hug you or he’s going to pout.” Marisa kissed her on the cheeks and squeezed her hand gently. “Do what your heart tells you. It will never steer you wrong.” 




Adriana looked at her and nodded. She would. Thierry hugged her tightly. “You did good little sister. I always knew you were the smart one.”He laughed and looked at Jax who raised an eyebrow. Adriana laughed and looked at him. “I don’t know, big brother. I think we three got lucky in that area. After all, it was pretty smart of Jax and you to marry these two amazing ladies.” Thierry looked at Marisa and turned back smiling. “You have a point sis. Congratulations.” He took out a box and handed it to her. “From Ris and Me. Jax and Abby have their gift at the house.” Abby gave him a look and he shrugged. “Sorry.” Adriana laughed and opened it. Inside was a charm bracelet with three wolves. Each one had a birthstone and their name. Jax, Thierry, and Adriana. She looked up smiling warmly. “I love it. Thank you both.” Marisa helped her put it on and  Adriana smiled. 




Evan walked over and hugged her. “Finally! Congratulations Dria. So happy for you. I know you’re going to be an amazing lawyer. I can’t wait to see you in action. By the way, saw the roses. Someone has an admirer. He grinned and she looked to make sure nobody heard. “You didn’t read the card did you?” Evan laughed, “No, I respect you but I have a feeling I know who sent them.” He hugged her again and kissed her cheek. “Do what feels right to you and I’ll have your back.” He handed her a card and she felt a gift card inside. Adriana smiled at him.  Anessa told them to pose for a picture. After taking a bunch more with the family, they finally left. Adriana said she would meet them at Paul’s restaurant.








  
  
  Chapter 2

  
  




Paul smiled seeing the group walk in. He quickly ran over to Adriana, giving her a hug and a gentle kiss on her cheek. “I remember when you were a little girl and wouldn’t eat your vegetables. I had to bribe you with an ice cream sundae. Now, look at you. All grown up. I have planned a wonderful lunch. All of your favorites.” Adriana smiled at the man. “Thank you, Paul. It wasn’t necessary. All your food is delicious. If you ever need a lawyer, let me know. Just let me get licensed.” They laughed and he hugged her again. 




Jax and Abby walked over and Paul shook his hand and hugged Abby. “How are you two?  Marriage agrees with you, Jax. Come, I set everything up in the other room. You can have privacy. He gave a kiss on Abby’s cheek and told her she looked lovely. As they walked away, Paul shook Grant’s hand and welcomed him. Anessa walked over with Marcel and Paul smiled brightly. “So nice to see you Anessa. I heard you got mated again. You are glowing. This must be him. Welcome, alpha. Go and enjoy. My waiters have already set things up.” Anessa smiled warmly at him and Marcel shook his hand. They walked away and Thierry walked over with Marisa. Paul smiled seeing them. “Ah, Thierry and Marisa. How are you two? Both of you look well. Your little friend is here and Caleb isn’t happy. She’s very pregnant.” Thierry chuckled and Marisa gave him a look. “Nicole is here? She had terrible morning sickness and was supposed to stay home. I’m sure Caleb is hovering over her. Come on, we need to get inside.” 




Paul’s eyes twinkled in joy.  “Wish them my best. I didn’t get a chance to. Maybe you two will be next?” Marisa looked at him as she took Thierry’s hand. He grinned at the older man. “Who knows? You may be planning two baby showers.” Paul chuckled and nodded as the couple walked away. Marisa looked at Thierry, “Are you serious?” Looking at her with love in his eyes he nodded. “Let’s try gorgeous. I’m ready if you are.” Marisa stepped up to kiss him quickly, smiling happily as they walked toward the others.




Adriana walked into the room and her eyes widened. Paul had decorated it and a huge banner was against the wall saying, ‘Congratulations Adriana, Class of 2022.’ There were balloons and she heard a voice. Turning she saw Nicole and Caleb. Running over to them she said, “Did you do this? I thought you had morning sickness?” Caleb nodded, holding Nicole tightly, and said, “She did, but wanted to be here. My woman has a mind of her own. You know this.” Nicole gave him a look and laughed, rubbing her stomach which had a nice bump. “Oh please. I had to be here. I called Paul and he had his staff decorate while I directed. I’m sorry I missed your graduation but hope you liked the gift. My morning sickness lasted a while but I feel fine now. Starving actually.” She hugged Adriana, kissing her cheek. “I am so proud of you. Be happy and if you need to talk, I’m here.” 




Abby and Marisa walked over as Adriana hugged Nicole, then Caleb. He saw the ladies looking at him and growling low, kissed his mate before walking off. Nicole rolled her eyes. “He worries way too much about me. Sheesh. Love him like mad but the hovering.” She laughed and Abby hugged her. “So glad you’re feeling better. It wouldn’t be the same without you here.” Marisa laughed and said, “Caleb is overprotective but he’s crazy about you. He’s watching us, so we better go sit down.” Adriana laughed and they went to sit at the table. The waiter had just placed some appetizers and Nicole took a plate filling it up. Adriana smiled, looking at the other women. Nicole said, “What? I am starving and eating for two. This baby likes to eat. Just like daddy.” 




Adriana laughed and took three flutes of champagne, handing one to Abby and Marisa. Nicole had a flute of orange juice. Abby stood up. “To Dria, our little sister who is going to be a kick-ass lawyer and famous artist one day. We love you and can’t wait to take you out tomorrow. Ladies’ night is happening. Congratulations!” They drank and a deep voice said, “Congratulations Adriana.” Turning she saw Jacob Rossi standing there. He smiled at the others and after greeting them said, “Your brother invited me. I hope it’s alright?” Nicole grinned up at him, “One more handsome male to round out the party. Why not? Right Dria?” She looked at Adriana who was quiet. Marisa nudged her and she said, “Thank you, and yes of course. Glad you could make it. My brothers and Caleb are at the bar.” Jacob nodded and smiling again excused himself. Nicole looked at Adriana who looked down. Adriana had to thank him for the flowers. Later.




The meal was wonderful. Everyone was talking and laughing. Caleb kept piling food on Nicole’s plate and had his hand on her stomach protectively. Jax and Thierry were talking about pack business and Evan and Jacob were discussing architecture. Adriana felt eyes on her and saw Jacob staring. She flushed and stood up to excuse herself. Walking toward the ladies’ room, she turned on the faucet, letting the cold water run. She needed to compose herself. Why would Jax invite Jacob? She hardly ate feeling his eyes on her and her body felt hot all over. Sitting on the sofa she sighed. The door opened and Nicole walked in. “Okay, talk to me. I know something is going on.” Adriana looked at her. “You should be sitting down and relaxing. I’m fine.” Nicole rolled her eyes and sat next to her. “If one more person coddles me, I’ll scream. Caleb is up my butt all the time, even when I go to work. He drives me there, meets me for lunch, and drives me home. Won’t let me go anywhere unless Abs, Marisa, or he is with me. I need this break. Now spill.”




Adriana knew Nicole was crazy about Caleb. Her eyes sparkled when he was near. Her hormones were just going a bit wacky. “Last night I went out with some friends and Jacob was there tending bar. He gave me a lift home and we kissed. This morning, he sent over a vase of the most beautiful roses. I didn’t expect that or to see him here today.” Nicole sat back rubbing her belly. “He’s interested in you. Has he asked you out?” Adriana nodded. “Yes, twice. I said no both times” Nicole’s eyes widened. “Why? He’s gorgeous, successful, and a nice guy. What’s the problem?” Adriana turned to her. “Have you forgotten that he’s half-demon? My mom would love that! I can’t be with a hybrid Nicole. I mean if he was fully human then fine since Abby is, but not a demon. I’m the daughter of an alpha who is expected to mate with a wolf or a human. Why start something if it won’t work out in the end?”




Nicole took her hand. “Have you imprinted on him? I just meant you should go on a few dates. Who has to know? Is there something more going on?” Adriana sighed. “I don’t think so but I react strangely when he’s near. Plus he annoys the shit out of me.” Nicole laughed. “Caleb did that and look where we are? Having a baby and mated. If you feel something for him why not just see if anything is there? You haven’t imprinted so give it a chance.  Stop worrying about what others will say. It’s your life Dria. Live it.” Adriana sat there thinking. Maybe Nicole was right. Standing up she held out her hand. “I’ll consider it. Right now I want to enjoy my day. Come on mama, let me help you up.” Nicole laughed and took Adriana’s hand. They walked out and Nicole had a feeling that Jacob Rossi wasn’t going to give up on Adriana.







Anessa walked over to Jax who was talking to Jacob. Holding out her hand she said, “Hello, I’m Anessa, Jax and Adriana’s mother. You’re Jacob Rossi. Nice to finally meet you. I saw you at the mating ceremony but we weren’t formally introduced. My son told me you were roommates at college. What brings you to New Orleans?” Jax looked at his mother. She was sniffing for information, but why? Jacob was a good man. “Mother, Jacob owns two clubs and is also an architect. He’s also a good friend.” Anessa saw her son’s eyes flash yellow and smiled. Jacob knew she was fishing and sensed what he was. “It’s very nice to meet you as well. You have a lovely family. Jax and I go way back and my parents live here. I do build on the side but enjoy owning two clubs.” Anessa looked at him wondering. “I saw you dancing with my daughter at the mating ceremony a few months back. How well do you know my Adriana?” Jax wanted to growl but they were at his sister’s graduation party. Jacob chuckled knowing she was showing her alpha wolf claws.




Seeing Jax looking furious he smiled at Anessa. “I have seen her a few times, and Jax told me a lot about her while we shared a dorm room. He’s very protective and proud of her as I know you are. She is a lovely young woman and will make a very good lawyer.” Anessa watched him not sure he was telling her everything. “Yes she is and one day will make a wonderful mate to an alpha wolf when she imprints. We all have high hopes for her. It was very nice to meet you, Jacob. Now if you’ll excuse me.” She smiled at Jax and walked away. Turning to Jacob he said, “I’m sorry about that. Sometimes, my mother can be a ball buster. Are you alright?” Jacob laughed. “Not the first mother to warn me off her daughter. Won’t be the last. I know being half-demon, I don’t stand a chance even if I was interested in your sister. I didn’t take offense.”




Jax looked at him for a minute. When had he missed it? His friend was interested in Dria? What did she think of him? He liked Jacob and the half-demon part didn’t bother him. He knew Jacob was a good man so if Adriana and he got into a relationship, it would be alright. “I have to ask you something. Are you attracted to my sister?” Jacob looked him in the eyes. There was no point in lying, Jax would know. “Yes. I am. If that’s a problem tell me now. Not sure the feeling is mutual so don’t think you need to worry.”Jax looked at him seriously. “Whether she is or isn’t, I appreciate the honesty. I also want to let you know that if she is, I’m fine with it. Just never hurt her or we will have a problem.” Jacob’s eyes widened in surprise. Jax clapped him on the back and walked away. His sister wasn’t going to be that easy. He had his work cut out for him.




Thierry was sitting with Marisa and teasing Caleb who saw Nicole walking over. He jumped up to help her to a chair and she batted his hands away. “Stop hovering or I’m going to flip and there will be no sex later. I mean it, Caleb.” Thierry saw him shrugging and he made a face. Marisa whispered, “If you ever do that to me, I swear I’ll punch you. Hard.” Thierry laughed and kissed her neck. " Then I better prepare myself because when a wolf’s mate is pregnant we get very protective. Nicole can hold her own though and I like seeing Caleb pissed off. He’s been too smiley lately. Getting annoying.” Nicole sat down and took a large piece of cake. She ate it as Caleb sat there grumpy. 




Abby was talking to Adriana and saw Jax walking toward her. Smiling Abby said, “What was going on over there? We saw Anessa talking to Jacob and you.” Jax held her around, kissing her neck. “She just wanted to meet him. Said she hadn’t. I see Caleb is miserable. What happened?” Abby laughed. “Nicole yelled at him for hovering. Seems too much togetherness has its limits. Once she goes into her second-trimester things will get better. I bought her the book on what to expect and think Caleb should read it.” Jax grinned and said, “Wait until you’re pregnant. I won’t let you go anywhere alone. Wolves need to be by their mate even more. I hope you don’t yell at me but if you do, I’ll be fine.” Adriana laughed, “Caleb is upset because Nicole threatened him with no sex if he keeps hovering. I know she won’t do it but it did get him to back off a bit.” Abby smiled. “That’s our Nik. Yesterday she was telling me how he rubs her feet and talks to her belly and today she is threatening him.”




Jax chuckled. He couldn’t wait until Abby was pregnant with their child. Holding her tightly he said, “You can threaten me any day beautiful.” Adriana groaned. “Really? You know it’s my day right?” Abby smiled and kissed Jax on the lips. Jax turned. “You’re right. So when do you start your Summer internship? Heard you got one of the top law firms.” Adriana smiled proudly. “Monday and feeling a bit nervous. I heard the senior lawyer is tough but you learn a lot. Will meet him then. I interviewed with his partners. So, what did you get me?” Jax laughed and looked at Abby. “You need to come back to the compound to see. Abby helped me pick it out.”Adriana looked at her sister-in-law. “I know I’ll love it then. Nicole and Caleb got me these gorgeous earrings. She has good taste. Okay, going to mingle a bit. Thank you for everything. Make sure to give Nik a copy of the video of my graduation so she can see me walk on stage. Love you both.”




Abby laughed watching her walk over to Evan who was talking to Thierry. She turned to Jax. “Okay, what did Anessa say to Jacob?” Jax looked at her. “Can’t keep anything from you, can I my sexy mate?” Abby nodded no and he grinned. “It seems that Jacob has a thing for Dria and mom surmises so she gave him a warning in a nice way.” Abby looked at Jacob who was talking to Grant and said, “Now it all makes sense.” Jax looked at her and raised an eyebrow. “What does?” Smiling as she stroked his face she said, “Why does Adriana complain about him all the time? She likes him.” Jax sighed, looking into her eyes. “If that’s the case be ready for a big blowout. If you think my mother was tough on us, Adriana is going to have it worse. There’s no way she’ll allow my sister to mate with a half-demon. Even if he is a good man.” Abby wondered if Adriana would care. Love had you do strange things and if Jacob and she were destined then nothing Anessa could do would stop it.




Adriana was walking back from the kitchen. She wanted to thank the staff for making such a wonderful lunch. Walking toward her table, she saw Jacob coming toward her. He stopped in front, and she looked up. “ Jacob, I wanted to thank you for the flowers. You didn’t have to do that. They are lovely.” She saw his eyes flash red and he smiled, making her heart beat fast. Taking her hand, he entwined his fingers with hers. “I wanted to get you something else but knew you wouldn’t accept it. Glad you liked the roses. You look beautiful today. I’m glad Jax invited me. I wasn’t sure you would want me here but I think you do.” Adriana stared into his blue eyes and sighed. His fingers were warm and she wanted to melt in his arms. Jacob moved closer. “That kiss last night had me wanting more. Will you go out with me? Just one dinner. I promise I will be the perfect gentleman unless you don’t want me to.” Adriana was about to answer when she heard her name. 




Anessa was sitting with Marcel when she looked around. Adriana was talking to the half-demon, and he was holding her hand. She was about to walk over when Marcel took her hand. “Leave her be Nessa. She isn’t doing anything wrong.” Anessa flashed her eyes at him and he chuckled, stroking her face. “Naughty Lunas get spanked. Are you naughty?” Anessa sighed and gave a little smirk. “Maybe. I guess you’ll have to make me behave.” Marcel chuckled and kissed her. He knew how to calm his mate down. Anessa felt his arm go around her but she still kept an eye on her daughter and Jacob.




Marisa had wanted to ask Adriana something and walked over, calling her name. She saw Jacob move away not before she saw his hand holding Adriana’s. He nodded to her and walked off. She saw Dria looking after him. What was going on? “Hey, are you alright? What did Jacob want?” Adriana was about to accept his offer when Marisa interrupted. Turning she smiled. “I’m fine. Oh, he wanted to wish me luck in law school. What’s up?” Marisa didn’t believe that for one minute but she let it alone. “That was nice. I wanted to ask if you were coming back to the compound?” Adriana sighed. It was probably better that Marisa came over. Dating Jacob Rossi would be a mistake. “Yes because Jax and Abby have to give me their gift. Come on, I need to make a little speech and thank everyone for being part of my special day.” She smiled and Marisa walked with her back to the others.  




Jacob walked over to Jax and thanked him for the invite, saying he had to get to his club as he was doing the night shift. Jax walked him out and before he left asked, What happened with Adriana?” Jacob looked at him and said, “Nothing. I wished her luck and she thanked me.” Jax looked at him knowing he was lying. “If you like her, don’t give up, and don’t let my mother run you off. You’re a good man and Dria could do worse.” Smiling, Jacob clapped him on the shoulder. “Thank you alpha. Glad you have my back. Talk soon. Say goodnight to your Luna. Later.” He walked out and Jax stood there. Would it be so terrible to have Jacob Rossi for a brother-in-law? No, it wouldn’t. It was his mother who worried him.




Walking back inside, he saw his sister standing with a glass of champagne toasting everyone and thanking them for celebrating the day with her. He smiled walking over to Abby who took his hand, leaning on him as he held her around. “Everything alright?” Kissing her head he said, “I think so. All I know is that Adriana is a grown woman and will have to make some tough decisions soon.” Abby looked at him but he didn’t say more. She wondered if he meant Jacob Rossi.








  
  
  Chapter 3

  
  




After Adriana thanked everyone for joining her today, they all began to leave. Anessa walked up to her and hugged her saying, “Good luck Monday at your internship. I am so proud of you. Do the Lawson name proud.” Adriana hugged her mother and smiled. She would never change. Moving back she hugged Marcel who kissed her on her cheek. “Enjoy your experience and learn all you can. We’re excited to have a lawyer in the family.” Adriana moved back and said, “Thank you. It’s good to have you in the family Marcel. You’re good for mom.” Anessa huffed and felt Marcel take her hand, making her smile. They walked away and she heard her mother laughing as Marcel whispered something in her ear. Adriana sighed wondering if she would ever have a mate who wanted her so much.




Abby walked over., “Hey, want to meet us at the compound? We’re excited for you to see  your gift.” Adriana smiled. “I hope you didn’t spend too much. I can’t wait. Let me say goodbye to my grandfather. Meet you there. Thank you for today.” She hugged Abby and walked off toward Grant. Evan was helping to bring the gifts in his truck to bring back to the apartment. Turning he smiled. “Ready to leave? I’ll get the gifts and Sam will help bring them to our place. So happy for you Dria. You’re going to knock them dead on Monday.” Adriana hugged him. “Thank you, Ev. You’re a good friend.” She kissed his cheek and he grinned. “Thanks, Dria. See you later.”




Grant Deluca was talking to Paul and turned to see his granddaughter walking over. Taking her hand he smiled. “So, ready to start your life, Adriana? I want you to enjoy it too. All work and no play will make you unhappy.” Adriana hugged her grandfather. He always knew the right thing to say. “Tiamo Nonno. I will make sure to enjoy my life too. I want to be a lawyer but it’s not going to be my obsession. I’m still working on my art. So be ready when I showcase it at Marisa’s job.” Grant kissed both her cheeks, his eyes glowing with pride. “That’s my girl. Have a good first day at your internship and call me next week to catch up. If you need anything, I’m here. Tiamo.” Kissing him she nodded and walked away. 




Nicole was trying to help carry the rest of the cake but Caleb took it and held her around. She wasn’t agitated anymore and smiled up at him. Marisa was talking to Thierry who helped carry some of the leftover food. Adriana saw Jax walking towards her and smiled. “What’s up big brother? I thought you already left.” He smiled looking at her. She looked different, more mature. “I talked with Jacob. Told me he’s interested in you. Wanted to take you out but you refused. Why is that?” Adriana couldn’t believe her brother was getting involved in her love life. “Jax, who I choose to date or not is my business. Did he come to you and tell you this? I mean really? He is the most insufferable man ever. He’s half-demon. Have you forgotten that?”




Jax couldn’t believe she was behaving this way. “First of all, he’s a good man. Period. Since when are you so anti-demon? You dated some in college. So what is up? What did Jacob do to get you so upset? Are you afraid to get close because of what almost happened with Noah?” Adriana’s eyes flashed yellow she was so angry. “You know what? I’m going home. Tell Abby I’ll come by another day.” Stomping off, Jax watched, surprised by her attitude. What was going on in his sister’s head? Abby saw Adriana leave and turned to see Jax shrug. Walking up to him she asked, “What happened?” Jax told her he would fill her in on the way home and that Dria would have to get her gift another day. 




Adriana was so angry she wanted to scream. How dare Jacob get her brother involved? Who the hell did he think he was? One kiss and now he owned her? Nobody did. She was her own woman and when and if she fell in love it would be on her terms. Parking the car she stomped inside the apartment. Seeing the roses she took them and walked out knocking on her neighbor’s door. Mrs.Cantor opened smiling. “Hello Adriana, what pretty flowers.” Adriana smiled back even though she was furious. “Hi, Mrs.Cantor. I’m leaving for the weekend and wondered if you would want these. They’ll die by the time I get back and I wouldn’t want them to go to waste.” The older woman’s eyes widened. “Are you sure? They are so lovely.” Adriana smiled handing her the flowers and nodded. “Yes, I am very sure. Thank you so much and enjoy them.” Walking back to her apartment she took the vase and slammed it in the sink, breaking it into pieces. She needed to take a run. Changing, she packed a few things. Leaving a note for Evan she left. 













Nicole was making herself an ice cream sundae when someone knocked on her door. Caleb was making security rounds. Taking a spoonful of ice cream she walked with the large bowl to open it. Adriana stood there. “Hi, Aren’t you supposed to be at Abs and Jax’s place? What’s going on?” Nicole moved aside and Adriana walked in placing her overnight bag on the floor. “I’m upset with my brother and need a place to crash. If I go to the main house one of his men will tell him I’m here. I know Caleb and you won’t rat me out. I need to shift and take a run. I promise to tell you what happened.” She saw Nicole eating the ice cream and smiled. “Baby hungry again?” Nicole laughed and rubbed her belly. “Yes, all the time. If I keep this up, I’ll look like an Oompa Loompa. Caleb thinks it’s wonderful as my breasts are bigger. He keeps feeding me.”




Adriana laughed. “I think you look beautiful. Glowing in fact. No wonder Caleb won’t leave your side. I’m surprised he didn’t let Sam make the security rounds.” Nicole rolled her eyes. “I told him if he did that, then he would be sleeping at the main house. That man drives me crazy but I love him like mad. Does that make sense?” Adriana smiled and touched her round stomach. Her eyes widened and Nicole said, “What? What’s wrong with my baby?” Smiling, Adriana took her free hand and led her to the sofa. When Nicole sat down, she said, “What is it Dria?” Putting the bowl of ice cream down she took both of Nicole’s hands. “When were you at Randa’s last?” Nicole looked at her strangely. “A month ago. Why?” Dria smiled and said, “I think you need to have another check-up. When I touched your stomach I heard two heartbeats.”




Nicole’s eyes widened. “Are you saying there are two babies inside of me? We’re having twins? How did Randa miss that?” Adriana nodded and said, “Sometimes, the smaller twin hides and its heartbeat is weaker. I heard two strong ones so you need to make an appointment asap. Caleb is going to flip. In a good way.” Nicole looked down and rubbed her stomach. “Twins? Holy shit. Coming out of me? No wonder I’m so hungry all the time. He told me he wants a baby a year, now he’s getting two. We can take a break for two years.” Adriana hugged her and heard Caleb walk in. “What’s going on? Dria why are you here?” 




Standing up, she walked over to him and picked up her overnight bag. “I’m hanging out this weekend so if you want to have sex, I hope you have soundproof walls. Going to take a run. Nicole has news and will fill you in. Later Caleb.” Looking at her and back at Nicole he didn’t know what to say. He saw his mate’s eyes shining with tears and went to take her hand as Adriana walked upstairs to put her things in the guest room. Minutes later she heard a loud howl of happiness and Nicole laughing.




Adriana walked toward the back yard seeing Caleb holding Nicole as they talked quietly to each other. She stepped outside and shed her clothes, shifting into her wolf. It was a large black wolf with a streak of white. Howling she ran through the woods. She was always able to think clearly when she shifted. Nothing bothered her in wolf form. As she ran she thought about Jacob Rossi. It wasn’t that she didn’t think he was attractive. She did. He was sex on a stick and had her insides melting when he looked at her. She didn’t even care that he was half-demon. What bothered her was that nothing could come of it. Her family would never allow them to mate. Plus, what about the children? Would they be demons and wolves or just wolves? She didn’t know of any couple that was half-demon and wolf. Maybe if she was a gamma it wouldn’t matter but as the daughter of two alpha wolves, it did. Why get involved when it wouldn’t lead to anything permanent? As she ran her head cleared and she decided to leave it be. Monday was her internship and in the Fall she would begin law school.  She would put her energy into this. When the time was right she’d find her mate.







Jacob was working at his bar. He couldn’t get Adriana out of his mind. The way her green eyes sparkled when she smiled and her sexy body that begged for attention. He couldn’t believe Jax was okay with it. That had surprised him. He had no problem being with other creatures as he had dated a lot. This was different. Adriana was more than a one-night stand. He knew she found him attractive even when she denied it. Why was she holding back?  Was it her mother? Anessa had let him know that he should leave her daughter alone but he couldn’t. He wanted her.  Feeling his pants tighten he groaned. Tonight he would have to get some relief. Tomorrow he would figure out how to woo the elusive Adriana Lawson.




Adriana walked back into the house to hear silence. Shifting had made her feel better and she was going to go to Jax and Abby’s. Walking into the living room she saw the bowl of ice cream melting. All of a sudden, she heard Nicole screaming Caleb’s name. Smiling to herself, she realized they didn’t have soundproof walls. Quickly getting her overnight bag and hearing Caleb howling as Nicole screamed louder she quickly left a note and walked out. Those two needed their privacy. Soon there would be two new additions.




Abby was about to start dinner when she heard Adriana calling out her name. Walking out toward the hallway, she smiled seeing her. “Decided to talk to your brother? You know he didn’t mean anything.” Adriana dropped her bag by the stairs and walked over to Abby, kissing her on the cheek. “I know. I just lost my temper. Take after my mom that way. Is he around?” Abby nodded to the office and smiled. “Glad you came. We’ll give you the gift later. Making lasagna for dinner.” Adriana nodded and walked toward the office, knocking gently.




Jax was just getting off the phone. He had promised two families extensions and Caleb had called telling him he needed one. Nicole and he were having twins. Hearing the knock he knew it wasn’t Abby. She just walked in unless he was talking with someone. Sniffing the air he smelled his sister. She had gone for a run. “Come on in Dria.” Adriana walked in and sat down looking at him. Jax leaned forward. “Did shifting clear your mind a bit?”Adriana nodded. “Yes, I want to apologize for earlier. I know you mean well and love me. Just please let me live my life my way. Right now I want to do well at the internship and law school. When the time is right I’ll fall in love. I’m only twenty-one. There is plenty of time.”




She sat back and saw her brother look up in thought. He did that when considering others’ points of view. That was his tell. If he didn’t look up in thought there was no way you were going to win the argument. She watched as he got up and sat on the desk closer to her. “I love you Dria. I only want you to be happy. If you aren’t interested in Jacob then I’m not going to press the issue. I just thought there was something between you two. I won’t interfere in your love life anymore. I apologize for behaving like mom. Now, why did you go to Caleb and Nicole? Were you that angry at me?” His eyes flashed yellow but he had a smile on his face. 




Standing up, Adriana walked over to him. “I knew Caleb would rat me out. I needed to shift and didn’t want to come here because I was upset. I’m sorry. It’s better I left anyway. They were celebrating some really good news. Very loudly. No soundproof walls yet.” Jax started to laugh and she joined in. He hugged her and she held him. “I heard the news. Twins. Caleb is never letting Nicole out of the house now.” Adriana laughed and held him tighter. “When are you going to make me an aunt? It’s time.”




Jax moved back and smiled. “When Abby and I are ready. Meanwhile, we enjoy practicing very much.” Adriana made a face and moved away. “Too much info brother. I think I’ll go help with dinner. I know you have soundproof walls. Thankfully.” She gave a wink and left feeling better that they talked. Jax chuckled. Soundproof walls were the first thing he made sure to have in their home.




Dinner was wonderful and Abby was excited to hear the news about Nicole. “We have to plan a baby shower. Nicole text me that Randa just left. If what she said is true then Nik will have the babies earlier than nine months. No wonder she looked big today. She’s carrying twins. I have to call her later.” Jax grinned. “Caleb is a nervous wreck. He has mind-linked Thierry and me asking if Randa can birth twins. He wants to make sure Nicole and the babies are safe. I keep telling him she is experienced. He said he’s going to be in the room. No way his woman is going to be alone. I think he may need a long vacation after this.” They laughed and Adriana said, “Nicole looks radiant. Her dad is going to be so happy. I bet they give the babies Sioux names.” Abby smiled. “The middle names but the first names Nicole has picked out. Well, one name. Now she needs two. Won’t tell Ris or me yet but Caleb knows.”




Adriana smiled. Babies were a good thing. After dinner, Jax insisted she come see her graduation gift. Abby smiled and they took her hand telling her to close her eyes. Walking her out to the front of the house, they said to open them. Her eyes wide she saw a new car. It was a Mazda MX-5 convertible in red. There was a huge bow on it and she turned to see Abby and her brother smiling. “Are you kidding me? You got me a convertible?”  Jax took her hand and handed her the keys. “Yes, we did. A lawyer needs a nice set of wheels and well you deserve it. Besides, you had your car for years. Time for an upgrade. Do you like it? Abby picked out the color.” Adriana turned and hugged her sister-in-law. “It’s perfect. Thank you so much!” What am I going to do with my old car?”




Abby looked at Jax who nodded. “Well… we figured it would be a good starter car for the teenagers here. A few are getting their permits and it would be good to teach them. If that is alright with you?” Adriana walked over to her new car and nodded. “It’s fine with me. What a great idea Luna. So when do we switch registration? I am going to my internship in a red convertible. Thank you so much.” Jax opened the glove compartment and showed her that the paperwork was done. “All you have to do is drive it and take care of the insurance. It’s all yours.” 




Jax saw the joy on his sister’s face and she hugged him tightly. One day a mate would do this for her but for now, she had him. Adriana said she wanted to take it for a drive and Abby offered to go with her. Jax stayed back saying he would clean up and make sure they didn’t stay out late. Laughing Adriana pulled out and blasted some music driving off with Abby waving. He shook his head knowing later his mate would be in his arms.




Marisa came by with Thierry and saw Adriana pull up in her new car. Abby and she decided to get some dessert and came back holding a cake. Thierry walked over whistling. “This is some car Dria. Jax and Abby did well. Gonna let me take a drive?” Adriana laughed and said, “No way. You drive like a maniac. I may let Ris drive it though.” Laughing she saw Thierry frown. “I drive fine little sister. Going to find Jax.” He turned and Marisa kissed him before he walked away.  She came over to them. “So, we going to have a night out and take this car?” Adriana nodded and they walked inside with the dessert.




Everyone was talking when Caleb walked in with Nicole. He looked upset and Thierry said, “Now that’s the face I know and love.” Caleb growled and his eyes flashed yellow. Nicole walked over and said, “Leave my grumpy mate alone. He’s upset because I wanted to walk here instead of drive. I mean really. I’m supposed to walk. It’s good for the babies.” She rolled her eyes and went to sit next to Marisa who hugged her happy about the news. Jax sighed and said, “Caleb, sit down and have some cake. Nicole is fine.” Sitting down, he folded his arms as Nicole passed him a slice and a fork. “You know I love you. I just need some space.” Caleb looked at her and he nodded. Taking the cake he took her hand and kissed it. Thierry laughed. “Nicole when it’s time for you to have those babies, remind me not to be around your mate.” Caleb gave him a look and turned to talk to Jax. Adriana smiled at the three couples.








  
  
  Chapter 4

  
  




Monday morning Adriana woke up early. She had picked out her outfit the night before and placed her briefcase alongside it. When she came home on Sunday, Evan had insisted she take him for a drive and they ended up going to a seafood restaurant. They talked about her internship and how Abby, Ris, and Nicole took her out on Saturday. She told him how they ended up leaving because Nicole didn’t feel well. Evan laughed. “She’s carrying two babies. I’m amazed she lasted as long as she did.”He always made her feel better. Adriana laughed, and he said she would do just fine at the internship. 




Sitting at the kitchen table she was sipping her coffee when Evan walked out. Dressed in jeans and a shirt she smiled at him. “Going to the compound today?” He grinned. “Yeah, Jax likes to start early, and seeing as Caleb leaves every half hour to check on Nicole he wants me there. I’m waiting for the day Nicole pops him one. Still can’t believe they’re having twins. I think I’ll stay away from Caleb until they’re born.”




Adriana laughed. “That’s what Thierry said. He’s driving Nik nuts. She insists on going to work until the last month and if he doesn’t stop by he calls every twenty minutes. Friday, she got so furious that he almost slept at Jax’s house. Thankfully, by the time they left, Caleb was holding Nicole’s hand and all was well. Kinda makes you not want to have kids. The hormones go crazy.” Evan laughed taking his jacket and said, “Can’t wait until Abs is pregnant. I don’t think she’ll be as nutty. Gotta get going. Have a great first day and knock them dead. See you later.”He walked out and she sat there drinking her coffee. She was going to work hard and learn all she could. Hopefully, the senior partner wouldn’t be a hard ass. 










Jacob walked into the law office of Chapelle, Millet, and Rossi and saw Carol, the secretary on the phone. His dad asked him to come by to talk as he hadn’t seen him in weeks. As she hung up the human female smiled. “Morning Jacob, haven’t seen you in a while. Your dad is waiting, go on inside.” Smiling at the woman he said, “Nice seeing you too. Congratulations on your son getting married.” Carol thanked him and smiled warmly as he went into the office.




Kennon Dezrozas Dor’gon Rossi sat behind his desk reading his notes. Everyone at the office knew him as Ken Rossi but his partners knew what he was. Chapelle was a wolf, and Millet human and they had been partners for over twenty years. A demon, Kennon also had a human form and was a very good-looking man. Jacob resembled him except for the black eyes. His son took after his wife who had blue eyes. Seeing his son walk in he stood up grinning. “Finally. I was beginning to wonder if you were avoiding me. Your mother said to tell you to come by. She made your favorite pie. Have a seat.”
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