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Upstairs at Claire’s

Women of all ages share their stories and
selected secrets at “Claire’s Hair Affair,” the preferred beauty
shop in South Branch, secure in the expectation that even though
Claire knows all the secrets, she’ll be discreet about retelling
them. Claire is a widow in her mid-fifties, a sweetheart in every
way, although prone to loneliness from time to time.

She lives in an apartment above the salon
and to supplement her income from the business, she rents out, or
sometimes provides as a free community service, a spare bedroom
upstairs to selected citizens of South Branch who are in need of a
short-term setting for furtive, fleshly frolics. Claire’s office
shares a porous partition with the “loving room” and she sometimes
settles in on the office sofa and imagines she’s involved in the
proceedings, remembers the pleasures of her youth, or subsequently
provides a shoulder to cry on for those clients whose partners are
imperfect. Of course, Claire has opportunities to make use of this
hideaway herself from time to time, and even she’s surprised at
some of the good luck she’s had there!
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