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			INTRODUCTION

		

		
			Steve Hutchison reviews 50 of the best demon movies. Each film is analyzed and discussed with a synopsis and a rating. The movies are ranked from best to worst. How many have you seen?

		

		
			#1

		

		
			Evil Dead II
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			1987

		

		
			A man fights demons inhabiting a remote cottage from which he cannot escape.

		

		
			8/8

		

		
			Evil Dead 2 both follows and remakes 1981’s The Evil Dead, which was inspired by a no-budget short. The Evil Dead was straight horror and this one invests in slapstick humor. The storyline is an expansion of the previous one, but the twists and turns are fresh. The costumes and make-up are refined and more camera-friendly. The practical effects have been enhanced, too.

			Ash, the survivor guy and late bloomer from the original film is still played by Bruce Campbell. He is, more than ever, at the center of the story and into his character. Ash’s story arc is more intricate, yet hilarious. He is now both inexhaustible and pissed. This is his descent into madness. The script doesn’t take intellectual detours and delivers well-paced terror, gore and fun.

			Evil Dead 2 is the product of its initial creator, Sam Raimi, so character design, imaginative cinematography, dialogue, and pacing meet the highest standards. Evil Dead 2 is the quintessential supernatural horror movie and reinforces the “cabin in the woods” cliche that it popularized and arguably founded. It has everything the fan can possibly wish for, and then some!

		

		
			#2

		

		
			The Evil Dead
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			1981

		

		
			Teenagers partying in a cabin in the woods become possessed by demons.

		

		
			8/8

		

		
			The Evil Dead is everything a horror movie fan can wish for. It is also the ideal place to start for the uninitiated. Contrary to most films of its genre, it never relies on filler and barely exposes its protagonists. It makes its way to the trigger event quickly and soon plunges the story into somewhat of an extended third act. It’s frightening, engaging, it’s a little bit funny and very gory.

			Some camera shots used have never been seen before and rely on creative rigs that director and writer Sam Raimi pulled out of a hat. His magic doesn’t stop there. He gathered the right crew to produce a combination of claymation, latex, animal viscera and make-up that looks nothing like other films of the early decade. This is a good example of accessible experimental cinema.

			Take The Exorcist, inject a generous dose of franticness, crank the violence to a maximum, get rid of the dialogue and you get this superficial gem! The Evil Dead is flawed when it comes to special effects, but they involve such unique cinematographic innovations that they are genuinely disorienting and terrifying, regardless. It is the quintessential horror movie and one of the best ever made.

		

		
			#3

		

		
			The Exorcist
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			1973

		

		
			Different scientists and clerics attempt to heal a young girl believed to be ill or possessed.

		

		
			8/8

		

		
			The Exorcist is a battle between faith and the devil. It is implied, here, that God exists. The concept is reminiscent of vampire mythos, but is adapted to an urban tale of demonology. One of the singularities of the film is that is contains virtually no humor. It takes its horror very seriously, like few of its cousins. It is sad, terrifying, disgusting, and generally conveys negativity.

			Once rid of its convoluted first act, the movie wastes no time getting to the hard stuff. It is heavy on symbolism and hard-felt dialogue, and uses the kind of filler that at least contributes to the suspense until the key scenes. In The Exorcist, Linda Blair plays a possessed child who swears, slaps her mother, masturbates with a crucifix, floats over her bed, and regurgitates on priests.

			Judicious effects come into play to make this feel real. Some stunts are so violent they seem like they were not meant to be seen. The directing is impeccable. The pacing is effective in gradually dragging the audience in an increasingly troubling plot. It’s a gory, gooey and blasphemous masterpiece, and one of the best slow-burns of recent horror history.

		

		
			#4

		

		
			Evil Dead
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			2013

		

		
			Tricked into a week-end of rehab in a remote cabin by her friends, a girl in withdrawal believes she is surrounded by demons.

		

		
			8/8

		

		
			Technically second remake of a 1981 revolutionary cult classic, this movie has one of the strongest horror fan bases in history and a new generation of teenagers to seduce. The purists might bump on a few details, but none of the franchise’s gimmicks have been overlooked and the movie looks like a million bucks. The gore effects are incredibly realistic and are torture even to the audience.

			Bruce Campbell’s Ash isn’t part of the story, but his design and wit are found across the production. The performances range from forgettable to awesome, and it seems to be what the producers were after. This was also true of all previous films. Some actors hold back because the script wants them to until they get their special moment, at which point they unleash their true talent.

			From photography to the narrative, every aspect of Evil Dead is calculated. It knows how to scare, disgust and make you jump, and does so with perfect timing. Humor is limited, much like the original Evil Dead. The biggest shift in tone between this and the first two is in the polish and the technology at hand. Nothing is left to chance. Expect twists and Easter eggs from beginning to end.

		

		
			#5

		

		
			The Stand
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			1994

		

		
			A bacterial apocalypse polarizes two groups of survivors.

		

		
			7/8

		

		
			This is right up there, in the upper tier of King’s filmography. It is one of his best mini-series. Though we experience a wide range of emotions, this is, first and foremost, one of his saddest novel adaptations. It is the quintessential apocalyptic film, but with a dominant supernatural angle. It’s about one percent of the population surviving and being separated in two groups; good and evil.

			You couldn’t do the story justice with a feature film. Making an epic was the way to go. It’s a tale that must simmer to have its full effect. The casting is stellar. Shooting landscapes in a way to simulate a post-apocalyptic world the way Mick Garris did must’ve taken extra effort and ingenuity. This is one of his best productions. The dialogue and photography, though, have their ups and downs.

			This picture has a touching and perfectly suited soundtrack. The score is immersive. The Stand is an adventure. The way it polarizes two teams, like oil and water; vignette by vignette, is astonishing. There’s a myriad of characters, and the story is easy to follow regardless. It’s about friends, lovers, enemies, about hope, despair, war, sickness and death. It’s a hearth-breaking tale. Enjoy!
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