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Dr. Andrew C. S. Koh's book General Epistles is a must-read for Christians of all maturity levels. This 3-in-1 guide of 1 Peter, 2 Peter, and James provides a comprehensive Bible study and devotional guide to help readers grow in the knowledge and grace of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. The book is divided into 16 lessons, each containing a prayer, reflection, application, and prayer. By reflecting on the teachings of Scripture and applying them in our lives, we can learn to properly understand and interpret the word of truth. The apostle Paul said in 2 Timothy 3:16, Every Scripture is God-breathed and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for instruction in righteousness.

1 Peter and 2 Peter contains important teachings to counter false prophets, apostates, and heresies that are widespread in modern churches. Dr. Koh's book provides a clear background to and simple explanation of every passage. It is an invaluable tool for those seeking to grow spiritually in their faith. Perfect for anyone looking to gain a deeper understanding of the Bible, General Epistles by Dr. Koh will take readers into the depths of the Word of God. Read this book to gain a clearer understanding of the Scriptures and be equipped to stand firm against false teachings.

Dr. Andrew C. S. Koh, August 2021
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The author has given a transparent background and simple explanations of every passage in 1 Peter, 2 Peter, and James. Any reader who goes through this study guide carefully will gain a good foundational understanding of the general epistles, 1 Peter, 2 Peter, and James, Rev. Ng Wah Lok.

Excellent for daily devotionals, as well as a biblical reference for use in personal Bible study and resource for teaching a senior adult Sunday School class study on the book of James. I found it to be very helpful. I also love the prayers that he has interspersed throughout his books, Donald D Cross.

A great study guide and a great time to reflect on myself. I would recommend this book to anyone wanting a deeper understanding of Faith that is found in the Books of 1 Peter, 2 Peter, and James, Kevin Booker.

A great book to study the teachings of Peter and James, the two Apostles who were mostly around Christ. Their teaching helps us to live better lives. The prayers in this book too were very heartwarming. I recommend this book to other readers, Sharmani Jeyaram.

The book is for EVERYONE. As with all of Dr. Koh’s works, I say that This book is my favorite. I enjoy these summaries of Bible books immensely. Makes understanding the Word so much easier than trying to dissect verses myself. Dr. Koh is well versed with the Bible and with ease he makes cliff notes for ordinary people like you and me. His knowledge of the words of our Father and Jesus Christ is phenomenal, Tiffany Townsend.

Dr. Koh is the master at taking Biblical passages and making them easy to understand for the layperson. He adds the various translations for words that have been translated in the Bible coupled with history to make the layperson understand the passages and what the writer was conveying. This is a must-have book for a Christian, Rowan E Creech.
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1

Introduction to 1 Peter
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Prayer

Heavenly Father, we pray for everyone who is following today’s Bible study and devotion. We pray that You will open our eyes, ears, hearts, minds, and emotions, and help us to concentrate so we can understand Your enduring Word. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

Authorship, Date, Recipients

1 Peter is one of seven general epistles of the New Testament. The other six general epistles are 2 Peter, James, 1 John, 2 John, 3 John, and Jude. Scholars believe that the apostle Peter was the author of 1 Peter. He was a Galilean fisherman, the brother of Andrew, and an ex-disciple of John the Baptist. Jesus called and transformed him from being a fisherman into a fisher of the souls of men. Scholars believe that Peter wrote this epistle from Rome between AD 62 and 63. The recipients were the Messianic Christian Jews dispersed throughout the Roman provinces of Asia Minor (Turkey), Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia due to Roman persecution. 

The main theme is how to remain faithful, enduring sufferings, hardships, tribulations, and persecutions by submitting to the living God and living Savior. 

Outline

1 Peter 1:1–25: salutation, living hope, heavenly inheritance, holiness, enduring Word

1 Peter 2:1–25: pure milk, chief cornerstone, living stones, from darkness into light

1 Peter 3:1–22: marriage relationships, no retaliation, true beauty, apologetic, substitutionary atonement

1 Peter 4:1–19: Christian conduct, Christian service, suffering, judgment

1 Peter 5:1–14, Shepherding the flock of God, Christian relationships, farewell

Application

The book of 1 Peter is about suffering. Christians will face trials and persecutions in life. The previous coronavirus pandemic had already inflicted much suffering and misery on us from 2020 to 2022. Businesses were closed, people suffered the loss of finance, security, housing, jobs, relationships, loved ones, freedom, health, and so on. Churches were closed and activities went virtual to avoid personal contact. 

Peter encouraged us to remain faithful and endure suffering and persecution by submitting to God. We have a living hope because our Savior is a living Savior, and our God is a living God.

The book of 1 Peter provides invaluable insights for both scholarly and devotional purposes. Peter wrote this book to encourage and the strengthen the first century Christian communities who were facing persecution. The themes of suffering, hope, and living as strangers in a hostile world resonate with us even today.

Prayer

Heavenly Father, we pray that You will help us overcome all our trials, sufferings, and hardships. We pray for divine provision, enablement, endurance, and strength. We claim the promise that You are Yahweh Jireh, the God who provides, and Yahweh Rapha, the God who heals. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
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2

Salutation, Living Hope
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Prayer

Heavenly Father, we pray for Your presence in our journey into the general epistle of 1 Peter. We pray for the presence and anointing of the Holy Spirit to help us rightly divide the truth of Your Word. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

1 Peter 1:1–25, salutation, living hope, the heavenly inheritance, holiness, enduring Word

Verses 1–2, 1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the chosen ones who are living as foreigners in the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in sanctification of the Spirit, that you may obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with his blood: Grace to you and peace be multiplied.

Reflection

Peter spelled out his credentials as an apostle of Jesus Christ. Peter was initially a disciple of John the Baptist. Jesus called him from being a Galilean fisherman to being a fisher of the souls of men. The recipients of Peter’s epistle were the Jewish Christians dispersed from Jerusalem to the Roman provinces of Asia, Pontius, Galatia, Cappadocia, and Bithynia, due to persecutions. God, the Father elected them according to His divine foreknowledge and predestination. The Holy Spirit sanctified them and Christ redeemed them by His blood. All three persons of the Godhead—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—played a role in divine election. Peter pronounced a blessing of grace and peace on his audience. The result of salvation and justification by grace through faith in Jesus Christ is peace and reconciliation with God. 

Verses 3–5, 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to his great mercy caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an incorruptible and undefiled inheritance that doesn’t fade away, reserved in Heaven for you, 5 who by the power of God are guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 

Reflection

Greek for blessed is eulogetos, which means to speak well of someone. Greek for beget is anagennao, which means born again. Christians are born again into a living hope to receive an eternal inheritance through Christ’s resurrection from the dead. Our heavenly inheritance is incorruptible and divinely preserved for us until Christ’s second coming. 

John 3:3, Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

John 3:5, Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.” 

Verses 6–9, 6 Wherein you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved in various trials, 7 that the proof of your faith, which is more precious than gold that perishes even though it is tested by fire, may be found to result in praise, glory, and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ— 8 whom, not having known, you love. In him, though now you don’t see him, yet believing, you rejoice greatly with joy that is unspeakable and full of glory, 9 receiving the result of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

Reflection

Peter encouraged his audience to rejoice in the face of trials because these are the tests of faith. Faith tested by fire is more precious than gold. If they persevere, they will receive salvation, praise, honor, glory, and the inexpressible joy of seeing Christ at His second coming. 

Verses 10–12, 10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets sought and searched diligently. They prophesied of the grace that would come to you, 11 searching for who or what kind of time the Spirit of Christ, which was in them, pointed to, when he predicted the sufferings of Christ, and the glories that would follow them. 12 To them it was revealed, that they served not themselves, but you, in these things, which now have been announced to you through those who preached the Good News to you by the Holy Spirit sent out from heaven; which things angels desire to look into.
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