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In the past the bond between humans and nature was stronger than it is nowadays. Humans lived according to the laws of nature and enjoyed her gifts. They prayed to the gods, cultivated the fields and raised animals, they lived a simple life with their families. In the middle of nature you could sense something magical that drew you in like a mermaid’s song in the ocean...it was the undeniable power of the elements.  

In the vast universe, in the depth of a galaxy there was a Temple, invisible for mortal eyes. Only Gods and spirits lived there. The Gods were divided in two categories: Shinigami or Gods of Death, who were responsible for bad souls. They sent them to other galaxies in order to meditate and purify themselves. The other category was Inoci Kami or Gods of Life, who were in charge of the good souls. These souls could choose between becoming stars in all the galaxies and working at the Temple. If they chose to stay at the Temple they became spirits and their mission was to watch over the living. Unlike the Gods, the spirits could leave the Temple from time to time in order to go to Earth or other planets if the living needed guidance.  

Inside the Temple there were various departments and you could see spirits and Gods moving from one to another, often carrying piles of papers and files or communicating through telepathic gadgets.

-Make way! I have files with bad souls. Make way!

-I can’t reach him, maybe he closed his telepathic waves.

-Again?! He seems to do that pretty often, lately.

-I don’t have a choice, I must look for him in his office.

-Good souls, this way! Stay in formation, please. Don’t get lost!

Such was an ordinary day at the Temple. In one of the offices of the Temple a God was looking at the Earth through a gadget similar to a telescope. The room wasn’t imposing, but it had a cozy feeling to it and was decorated with style. Thanks to the glass wall from the office, that offers an amazing view of the Earth and the stars, the God could watch at ease what was happening on Earth. His gentle and lively eyes grew sad or happy and sometimes a secret smile shone on his face. His brown, slightly curled, shoulder-length hair had almost the same color as his eyes, only that these were of a darker shade. He looked like a man in his late twenties, but his real age was unknown. The God was wearing a white robe with golden margins.

Humans...what complex and interesting beings! Since they received the power of the elements and became yongyou tsukai, four elements bearers, it seems more and more want to use it without thinking about others; some even want more than they can manage. The God sighted. They don't realize that greed turns the power of elements from a gift to a curse...for themselves and for those around them. Then the God noticed something and smiled. Still, there are also humans who use the elements wisely, aware of the responsibility that comes with this power. Like this woman, passed of her first youth, who prays in a house from a village, at the border of the forest. Her attire and the long, black hair that falls onto her shoulders show her modesty, but her clear, blue-sky eyes denote a strong will and the experience that only a single mother can have. Sitting on her knees, with her hands gathered in prayer, her eyes closed, her prayer is like a whisper, but it comes from the depth of her heart. 

-Good God Karyuo, please listen to my prayer in these times of doubt and change! I know that some people have gone astray from the right path and are using the power of the elements in a selfish way. Please, if you want, make this world as it was before and help humans correct their mistakes, for you are the only one who can do that! I'm begging you, powerful God, protect my son! He is the light of my eyes, help me be a good mother and guide him on the right path! Give him inner strength and luck in life! Please, be with him in every moment of his life! Help me be his guide for as long as he will need me. Thank you so much! I put my faith in you!

A powerful prayer, thought the God Karyuo looking at the woman who was bending until her head reached the ground, in front of a small statue.

A short knock on the door was heard.

-Yes, come in! Said the woman after she put out the flame of the candle that was flickering next to the statue and got up.

It seems that her son has woken up already. The God Karyuo looked at the boy who opened the door. The same black hair as his mother, that reaches to his shoulders and the same blue eyes, only of a darker shade, like the ocean. His eyes denote the same strong will as his mother’s and also a lot of calm. He’s grown-up for a sixteen year old boy and he went through a lot.

-Mother, I’m sorry to disturb you.

-It’s all right, I just finished. Did you eat already?

-Yes, I wanted to go in the forest for wood; we don’t have much left. With the water you don’t have to worry, said the boy and smiled meaningfully.

-Ayumu...I’m grateful for the water element that you have, but you shouldn’t use it too much.

-Don’t worry, I’ll be cautious. You know me!

How proud is the mother of her son, thought the God. With good reason, she raised him well.

-Take care! Put on a jacket, it’s chilly in the morning.

-Ok, said the boy and went outside with the jacket in his hand.

Unfortunately it’s not the typical morning chill, thought the God Karyuo, the wind is unusually strong. Someone is using the air element too much and the effects can be felt, Ayumu will have to be careful...but it seems he’s not alone. The God smiled. As usual Hinoru, his best friend, is near him. Like Ayumu, Hinoru senses when the elements are not in harmony. All humans can sense it, but some don’t care, thought the God looking at Hinoru. His dark-green eyes and the piercing gaze denote ambition and pride and the light-blonde, ear-short hair frame his face nicely.

-Did you realize, as well, that someone is using the air element too much? If things go on like this a storm may be coming.

Taken by surprise, Ayumu jumped.

-Hinoru! You’re sneaking, again?

-I’m not sneaking! You should have sensed me.

The God smiled. What a comeback line! Being proud, Hinoru doesn’t want to show any sign of weakness, which is why he attacks when he is cornered.

- I was thinking...Why do humans take advantage of the power of the elements? We received this power in order to use it when we need it, not to overthrow the balance of the world. All that is happening, and he gestured in the general direction of the wind, is wrong.

-We don’t have a choice, you can’t change people’s mentality too easy, said Hinoru with understanding and sadness in his voice.

-I know. All we can do is use the elements the way we know and save what can be saved.

-Right! For that we have to practice, replied Hinoru anxious.

Ayumu laughed lightly.

-You can’t wait to play, can you?

-Who, me? No! How could I want such a thing? Said Hinoru with a playful smile.

-I have to gather wood from the forest, so if you come with me we can play on the road.

-You mean we can practice on the road, Hinoru rephrased.

-Of course!

Friendship is an important bond and the friendship between Ayumu and Hinoru is strong. No matter what obstacles they will have to face from now on, as long as they are together they can overcome them, thought the God Karyuo.

-I have an idea for a game, suggested Ayumu while he was making his way through trees and branches. You can make a flame and hide it in your palm, but don’t tell me which hand. Then you will show me both hands with closed fists and I have to guess in which fist the flame is hidden and try to extinguish it.

-I like the idea! Happily, Hinoru hid both hands behind his back and snapped his fingers to make a spark, then a flame which he hid in his palm. Confident, Hinoru showed his closed fists to Ayumu. The latter tried to read his friend’s expression, but Hinoru’s poker face was flawless. 

-I see you progressed since our last practice.


-Of course! I don’t think you’ll be able to guess in which fist the flame is hidden and 



even if you do you can’t extinguish it.


-We'll see...



Ayumu thought for a moment, then he held out one of his hands with the palm facing  Hinoru’s left fist. The blonde boy’s eyebrows twitched. A globe of water the size of a palm emerged beside Ayumu’s hand; from it thin wires of water mounted Hinoru’s fist and managed to get inside.

-This tiny amount of water won’t even diminish my flame. Confident, Hinoru opened his palm revealing the playful flame inside that evaporated effortlessly all the water around it.

Suddenly, Ayumu put his other hand beside the one that created the water globe, in the same position. An avalanche of water poured over Hinoru, leaving him speechless....and flameless.

Ayumu knows that Hinoru is proud and he counted on that, thought the God. He made Hinoru believe that he can’t lose in order to let his guard down and then Ayumu caught him. Hinoru can learn something from this; but for now he just looks like a soaked cat. Correction: an angry soaked cat.

-That was so unfair! You didn’t warm me about that!

-If you’ll ever have to fight like this for real , your opponent won’t warm you either. You were so confident that you let your guard down and opened your fist. That was a mistake. You can’t let your guard down at any moment!

-I know that! Argued Hinoru. I may not read as many books as you do, but you shouldn’t underestimate me!

Ayumu smiled.

-I wouldn’t do that.

Even if Hinoru is one year older than Ayumu and they practically grew up together, as best friends, Ayumu is more mature than Hinoru, noticed the God Karyuo.

-How did you know in which hand I have hidden the flame?

-Since you know me, I thought you will assume that I’m going to pick the right hand because I have a strong sense of justice. That’s why I picked the left one.

Hinoru was surprised, then smiled.

-So...you know me that well. 

-What did you expect? Let’s gather some wood. 

Both boys began to search for fire wood, until they made two piles that were big enough to be carried.

-This should be enough, said Ayumu holding the wood pile in his arms. OK, let’s go back!

-Wait! Suddenly Hinoru seemed to focus in a particular direction. I can sense my fire element that way and it’s very strong.

-Maybe someone is using it. Our village is that way.

-Yes, but I it shouldn’t be so strong unless...the boys understood each-other with one glance; they left the wood piles and started running towards the village as fast as they could. 

Someone is playing with nature, again. It’s bad enough that someone is misusing the air element, now the fire element as well. The wind increases fire...this is not good; the boys are in danger, thought the God Karyuo sadly.

Ayumu and Hinoru stopped in shock, in front of a burning house. It didn’t belong to either of them, but the sight was tremendous: huge flames engulfing the house from different sides and people using the water element, the earth element or the mere strength of their hands to carry water and put out the fire.

-Who did this was such a fool! Snapped Hinoru angrily. Even I know one shouldn’t be that careless! The fire element will spread if combined with the air element-it’s elementary. And then it comes to this...

Ayumu gave a small smile seeing Hinoru’s commitment.

-I’m going to help, with my element.

-Me too! Added Hinoru.

-But...

-Don’t worry, I don’t need any element to put out a mere fire.

The two boys smiled and nodded at each-other, before rushing where the others were. All the people who had the gift of the water created huge bubbles which they splashed on the house. Others used the earth element or carried buckets full of water, which they passed from hand to hand in order to put out the fire.

It’s beautiful to see humans working together to help their kin, thought the God Karyuo. Such moments make me think that giving them the elements was the right thing to do. 

In less than an hour the fire was extinguished and the house saved, except for small parts that had already been affected by the fire. There were no casualties.

-It’s good that we managed to stop the fire in time, said Hinoru.

-Indeed, answered a villager. Oh, I know you. You are Hinoru Ryunochi, Kaoru’s nephew! A warm smile lit the villager’s face. How is your grandfather?

-He’s fine, thank you! Answered Hinoru politely. Busy with the crop, as usual.

-I see. But it’s good he has such a fine young man to help him. Hinoru smiled. The man looked at Ayumu.

-You must be Hinoru’s best friend, Ayumu Ichizumi.

-Yes, sir! Nice to meet you!.

-Thank you for your help, boys! It meant a lot.

-We were glad to help! Please excuse us, we have things to do before going back home and we don’t want to be late, apologized. Ayumu.

-Of course, I understand. Take care!

After waving good-bye, Ayumu and Hinoru returned for the pile of wood that they left in the forest and then returned to their homes promising each-other that they will train again some other day.

Such people deserve the power of the elements. For them humanity deserves a chance...even more, thought the God Karyuo and smiled. Then he continued to watch over the universe from his office, inside the Temple.  
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The God Karyuo was watching over galaxies and planets from his office, as usual. Somebody knocked at the door and the god invited them inside. It was a young woman dressed in white, with a black belt at her waist, like those who practice martial arts.  

-You told me to look for Ayumu Ichizumi and Hinoru Ryunochi. It wasn't difficult to find them, since they chose to become spirits, like me.

-Thank you! I knew I can count on you! Said the god and smiled. You can call them in.

The woman bowed politely and left.   

The two boys came into the office, both wearing the same clothes as the young woman. Ayumu seemed to be twenty-six and Hinoru twenty-seven years old. After the usual greeting the god invited them to sit on a sofa.

-You are a God? Asked Hinoru.

-Yes, I am the God Karyuo. You seem surprised.

-It's just...I was expecting you to be more...godly.

-Hinoru! Interrupted Ayumu, careful not to upset the God. Karyuo smiled.

-It's all right. I know, that's what humans usually expect from us. Because they need to know there is someone out there to offer them guidance and protection. But one doesn't need to have a godly appearance to provide that. It's what you do that defines who you are.

Ayumu smiled.

-Do all the prayers reach you?

-Yes. And we all work hard to help all the beings, even though most of the time the help that they are looking for is right inside them, answered the God Karyuo smiling meaningfully.

-Do humans deserve to be helped? Asked Hinoru; Ayumu listened carefully.

The God thought for a few moments, then answered.

-What do you think? You were humans too. You did good things and used the elements without abusing them. Like you, there are others who struggle to do the right thing, even with so many against them. Some humans may want to change but they are confused and in search of their path. At least for those people, doesn't humanity deserve to be heard? While they still have a voice and a will.

The God Karyuo looked carefully at each boy in turn.

-Which is why I have called you in my office: I want to restore your elements and also send you to Earth. I know that you have been there before, as spirits, but this time it will be different. When you get there each of you will be able to choose a human with whom to make a spiritual bond. This bond is made the moment you tell your chosen partner your spiritual names; through this bond not only you, but also your partner will be able to use the element that you have. Ayumu, you are a mizu tsukai, a water bearer. Hinoru is a hinote tsukai, a flame bearer. Be careful who you chose as partner, because you can bond with only one person. If you tell your spiritual name to anyone, other than your chosen partner, you will lose your element and the bond with your partner.

-Spiritual name?

-I will tell them to each one of you, separately. Something else: you must let people decide whether they want to make a bond with you or not. Be careful how you use the elements because, unlike your time, humans are ordinary now and don't believe in supernatural anymore. Don't let others see that you have the elements because they won't understand and will isolate you or worse.
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