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			Introduction

			Welcome to a visual and experiential journey through the enchanting archipelago of the Philippines. This collection, “50 Most Favorite Travel Destinations in the Philippines,” is a capsule guide that beckons travelers to explore the diverse and captivating landscapes, cultures, and adventures this tropical paradise has to offer.

			The Philippines, an extraordinary tapestry of over 7,000 islands, is a land of striking contrasts. From the bustling metropolises to the serene countryside, from pristine beaches to verdant mountains, and from age-old traditions to contemporary vibrancy, it’s a country that effortlessly melds the old and the new, the natural and the urban, and the historical and the modern.

			In these pages, we embark on an odyssey that unveils the wonders of the Philippines’ most beloved destinations. Whether you are a seasoned traveler seeking new horizons or a wanderlust-fueled dreamer eager to explore the world, this book is your passport to an adventure that promises unforgettable experiences.

			Each entry in this collection briefly summarize the unique corner of the Philippines, celebrating its distinctive character, natural beauty, cultural treasures, and recreational pursuits. The selection spans the length and breadth of the archipelago, from the northernmost tip of Luzon to the southern reaches of Mindanao, encompassing the islands that make up this nation’s rich mosaic.

			This compilation is not just a mere list of places; it is an invitation to discover the essence of the Philippines – a land where tropical rainforests greet pristine white-sand beaches, where the rhythm of life is set by the waves and the heartbeat of communities resonates in age-old rituals.

			“50 Most Favorite Travel Destinations in the Philippines” is more than a travel guide; it is a visual feast, an insight into the allure of this remarkable country, and an inspiration for your next adventure. Each page is an exploration, a window to new horizons, and a gateway to unforgettable memories.

			We invite you to turn the pages, embrace the short vibrant narratives, and be transported to the enchanting landscapes of the Philippines. Dive into crystal-clear waters, hike through lush mountains, immerse yourself in local culture, and savor mouthwatering delicacies. The Philippines offers a wealth of experiences, each more enriching than the last.

			This book is not just about the destinations; it’s about the people, the stories, and the experiences that make these places come alive. It’s a tribute to the spirit of adventure, to the thrill of discovery, and to the beauty of wanderlust.

			So, as you embark on this visual and literary journey, let your heart be your guide. The Philippines beckons with open arms, ready to unveil its secrets, share its stories, and immerse you in a world of wonder.

			Welcome to “50 Most Favorite Travel Destinations in the Philippines.” Your adventure begins here.

			The Author

			A Word of Advice

			Please note that the popularity of these attractions may have changed, and new places may have emerged since then. Make sure to verify their current status and accessibility before planning your trip. Remember to check the latest travel guidelines and requirements, especially considering the evolving situation in the world. 

			About the images

			The images or illustrations used in this book are artist concepts to create engaging visuals. They may deviate from actual person, places or events.
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​Boracay​​

			Paradise in the Philippines!

			If you’re on the hunt for a tropical haven that’s renowned worldwide for its pristine beaches, vibrant nightlife, and all-around good vibes, Boracay Island is your ultimate destination! Wondering what makes this piece of paradise such a sought-after hotspot for travelers? Well, let’s dive right into the magic that is Boracay and how you can get there with ease.

			Why Boracay is a Must-Visit:

			White Beach: You’ve probably heard the buzz about Boracay’s White Beach, and trust us, it’s every bit as spectacular as they say. Fine, powdery white sand that feels like heaven underfoot, against the backdrop of crystal-clear waters - it’s beach bum paradise.

			Water Sports Galore: For all you thrill-seekers, Boracay’s got your adrenaline fix. From windsurfing to parasailing and scuba diving, this island offers a kaleidoscope of water adventures to keep your heart racing.

			Spectacular Sunsets: The sunsets on Boracay are legendary. Picture yourself sipping a cocktail while the sky turns a fiery orange. It’s like nature’s way of saying, “Goodnight, world!”

			Nightlife Extravaganza: Boracay knows how to party! After the sun goes down, the island comes alive with beachfront bars, live music, and fire dancers. You won’t run out of options for a night of fun.

			Incredible Dining: Foodies rejoice! Boracay boasts a wide variety of restaurants serving up delicious local and international dishes. Fresh seafood, anyone?

			Island Hopping: Jump on a boat and explore nearby islands like Puka Beach and Ariel’s Point. Each one has its own unique charm and adventure.

			How​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​:

			Getting to Boracay is a breeze! First, book a flight to Kalibo International Airport or Caticlan Airport. Then, follow these easy-peasy steps:

			From Kalibo International Airport: After landing, take a van or bus to Caticlan Port. It’s about a 1.5 to 2-hour ride. Once at Caticlan Port, hop on a boat to Boracay Island. Enjoy the short, scenic boat ride!

			From Caticlan Airport: If you fly directly to Caticlan, you’re just one step away! A quick tricycle ride will get you to Caticlan Port. From there, a boat takes you to Boracay in a matter of minutes.

			Get ready for the ultimate tropical escapade, where every sunrise brings a new day of exciting experiences and every sunset promises unforgettable memories. Boracay, the island of dreams, is waiting for you to come and make your own slice of paradise. Now, go pack your swimsuits, sunscreen, and sense of adventure – because Boracay is calling your name!
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Palawan

			Nature’s Masterpiece

			In the heart of the Philippines lies an island so breathtaking, it’s earned its reputation as the “Last Frontier” – Palawan. This province is nothing short of an Eden on Earth, and the jewels in its crown are El Nido and Coron. Let’s unravel the reasons why Palawan is an absolute must-visit and how to embark on this unforgettable adventure.

			Why Palawan is a Slice of Heaven:

			El Nido’s Lagoons and Beaches: The limestone karsts, emerald waters, and hidden lagoons in El Nido are the stuff of fairytales. A kayak journey through these surreal landscapes is like exploring another world.

			Coron’s World-Class Wreck Diving: Coron boasts some of the best wreck diving in the world. Sunken Japanese warships from World War II are now home to an array of marine life, making it a paradise for divers.

			Underground River in Puerto Princesa: A UNESCO World Heritage Site, this underground river is a natural wonder. A boat ride through the eerie, yet mesmerizing, underground cave system is a journey into the Earth’s heart.

			Tubbataha Reefs Natural Park: For scuba enthusiasts, Tubbataha is a marine sanctuary teeming with coral reefs and marine life. It’s a diver’s utopia.

			Palawan’s Endless Beaches: Besides El Nido and Coron, Palawan has numerous other pristine beaches like Nacpan Beach, perfect for relaxation and water activities.

			Unique Wildlife: Palawan is home to exotic wildlife, including the Palawan peacock-pheasant and the Palawan hornbill. It’s a paradise for birdwatchers and nature lovers.

			How​​​​​​​​​​​​:

			Getting to Puerto Princesa: Your gateway to Palawan is Puerto Princesa International Airport. Numerous flights operate from major cities in the Philippines. From the airport, you can easily reach the city center.

			El Nido: From Puerto Princesa, take a van or bus to El Nido, which is approximately a 5-6 hour scenic journey. The landscape is breathtaking, so enjoy the views!

			Coron: To get to Coron, you can either take a ferry from El Nido or fly directly to Francisco B. Reyes Airport. The ferry ride provides a unique perspective of the islands, and the flight is swift and convenient.

			Island Hopping: Both El Nido and Coron offer island-hopping tours that take you to the most incredible spots. Each tour is a new adventure with snorkeling, swimming, and beach exploration.

			Dive into Adventure: If you’re a diver, you’ll find dive shops aplenty in Coron and El Nido, offering excursions to the most awe-inspiring underwater sites.

			In Palawan, you’ll find yourself immersed in a world of wonders, from hidden lagoons and pristine beaches to underwater treasures and lush jungles. This is a destination that redefines what it means to be in paradise, and your journey here will be nothing short of magical. So pack your bags, put on your adventure hat, and get ready to explore Palawan – the Philippines’ ultimate natural masterpiece. 
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Banaue​​​​

			Stairway to the Sky!

			Step into a world where man and nature have coexisted in perfect harmony for over 2,000 years. The Banaue Rice Terraces in the Philippines are a mesmerizing sight to behold, often referred to as the “Eighth Wonder of the World.” Here’s why you should make your way to this remarkable UNESCO World Heritage Site and how to get there.

			Why Banaue Rice Terraces Are a Must-See:

			Ancient Engineering Marvel: Carved into the mountains of Ifugao by the indigenous people, these terraces are a testament to their ingenuity and determination. The walls and irrigation system they built still function today.

			Breathtaking Landscapes: The sight of tiered rice paddies stretching as far as the eye can see is a truly awe-inspiring experience. The lush, green terraces are a feast for your eyes, whether you’re admiring them from afar or exploring them up close.

			Cultural Richness: The Ifugao culture is deeply intertwined with the terraces. Locals continue to use traditional farming methods, maintaining their ancestral practices.

			Hiking Adventures: There are several trekking routes that lead you through the terraces, including the Batad Rice Terraces and the Hapao Rice Terraces. These trails offer breathtaking views and a chance to immerse yourself in the local culture.

			Unique Photographic Opportunities: The terraces are a photographer’s dream. Whether you’re capturing the sweeping landscape or the intricate details of the farming techniques, you won’t be disappointed.

			How to Embark on Your Banaue Adventure:

			Getting​​​​: The most common starting point is Manila. You can either take a bus or a flight to Banaue. The bus journey, while lengthy, is a scenic adventure on its own. It takes about 8-9 hours by bus and around 1 hour by plane.

			Banaue Town: Banaue serves as your gateway to the terraces. Once you arrive, you’ll find numerous accommodations and tour operators that can help you plan your visit.

			Guided Tours: It’s a good idea to hire a local guide for your trek. They are not only knowledgeable about the area but also help support the local economy.

			Hiking and Trekking: Depending on your fitness level and interests, you can choose from a range of trekking options. Some are easy walks, while others are more challenging and remote.

			Respect the Locals: While exploring, remember that the terraces are not just a tourist attraction; they’re the livelihood of the Ifugao people. Be respectful of their customs and don’t disturb the rice fields.

			Visiting the Banaue Rice Terraces is a journey through time and a deep dive into the cultural heritage of the Philippines. It’s a destination where you can marvel at the beauty of nature and the resilience of humanity, all in one breathtaking setting. So, pack your hiking boots, your sense of wonder, and your appreciation for history – the Banaue Rice Terraces are waiting for you!
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Chocolate​​

			Sweet Natural Marvel!

			Imagine a landscape that appears straight out of a fairytale, where rolling hills stretch as far as the eye can see, all adorned with lush greenery during the rainy season but turning a rich, chocolaty brown in the dry season. Welcome to the enchanting Chocolate Hills in Bohol, a geological wonder that deserves a spot on every nature lover’s bucket list. Here’s why you should visit and how to get there.

			Why Chocolate Hills are Simply Magical:

			Unique Geological Formation: The Chocolate Hills are not your typical hills. These cone-shaped limestone formations number in the hundreds and were created by the uplift of coral deposits and their subsequent erosion.

			Spectacular Views: You can’t help but be awestruck by the panoramic views from the viewing decks. Climb to the top for a breathtaking 360-degree vista of this natural wonder.

			Seasonal Transformation: In the wet season, these mounds are covered in lush, green grass. But it’s in the dry season when the grass dries up, turning the hills a rich, chocolatey brown, which is where they get their name.

			Chocolate Hills Complex: Located in Carmen, you’ll find an information center, a restaurant, and observation points where you can fully appreciate the beauty of the hills.

			Bilar Man-Made Forest: On your way to the Chocolate Hills, you’ll pass through the Bilar Man-Made Forest, a lush and enchanting stretch of mahogany trees that creates a stunning canopy over the road.

			How to Journey to the Chocolate Hills:

			Getting​​​​​ Your adventure begins with a flight to Tagbilaran Airport on Bohol Island. Several airlines operate daily flights from Manila and other major Philippine cities.

			Travel to Carmen: Carmen, the municipality where the Chocolate Hills are located, is approximately an hour and a half from Tagbilaran by car. You can rent a vehicle, take a taxi, or join a guided tour from Tagbilaran.

			Entrance Fees: When you reach the Chocolate Hills Complex, there’s a small entrance fee that helps support the preservation and maintenance of the site.

			Exploring the Hills: At the complex, you can choose to view the Chocolate Hills from different viewing decks, each offering a unique perspective of this natural marvel.

			Visiting the Chocolate Hills is like stepping into a storybook landscape that defies the imagination. The awe-inspiring sight of these conical hills is a reminder of the incredible beauty that Mother Nature can create. So, pack your camera, your sense of wonder, and your love for the great outdoors – the Chocolate Hills of Bohol await your discovery! 
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Mayon​​

			Nature’s Perfect Cone!

			The Mayon Volcano in Albay, Philippines, is not just a mountain; it’s a geological masterpiece that stands as a symbol of natural beauty and power. Its near-perfect cone shape and mesmerizing landscapes draw adventurers, nature enthusiasts, and photographers from all corners of the world. Let’s uncover why Mayon Volcano is a must-see destination and how to embark on your journey.

			Why Mayon Volcano is a Wonder to Behold:

			Perfectly Conical Shape: Mayon is renowned for its symmetrical, near-perfect cone shape, making it one of the most iconic volcanoes globally. The locals lovingly refer to it as the “Cone of Mayon.”

			Volcanic Activity: Despite its stunning appearance, Mayon is an active volcano and has erupted numerous times throughout history. It’s this dynamic nature that adds to its allure and intrigue.

			Legazpi City: The nearby city of Legazpi provides a convenient base for exploring Mayon and its surroundings. From Legazpi, you can get stunning views of the volcano.

			Adventure Activities: The region offers a variety of adventure activities, from hiking to ATV tours, allowing you to get up close and personal with Mayon. Hiking to the summit is a challenging but rewarding experience.

			Cagsawa Ruins: Near Mayon, you’ll find the hauntingly beautiful Cagsawa Ruins, the remnants of a church destroyed during an eruption in the 18th century. It’s a poignant reminder of the volcano’s power.

			How to Begin Your Mayon Adventure:

			Getting​​​​​ Your journey to Mayon begins with a flight to Legazpi Airport. Several airlines offer regular flights from Manila and Cebu. The airport is about 15-20 minutes away from Legazpi City.

			Viewing Mayon: One of the most popular places to view Mayon is from the Lignon Hill Nature Park. You can reach the summit of Lignon Hill by hiking or by taking a short ride in a vehicle.

			Adventure Tours: For a more immersive experience, consider booking an ATV (all-terrain vehicle) tour that takes you through the volcanic landscape. Guided treks to Mayon’s summit are also available for experienced hikers.

			Safety: Remember that Mayon is an active volcano, so it’s important to heed local warnings and guidance regarding volcanic activity.

			A visit to Mayon Volcano is like standing in the presence of a natural wonder. Its imposing beauty and the ever-present reminder of its geological activity make it a destination that’s both humbling and exhilarating. So, pack your hiking gear, your camera, and your sense of adventure – Mayon Volcano in Albay is ready to awe and inspire you! 
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Taal​​

			Nature’s Enigmatic Beauty!

			Prepare to be entranced by the stunning Taal Volcano and Lake in Batangas, Philippines. This geological wonder is an irresistible draw for adventure seekers and nature lovers alike. Here’s why you absolutely must visit, and how to make your way to this captivating destination.

			Why Taal Volcano and Lake are a Must-Visit:

			Volcano Within a Lake Within a Volcano: Taal is a complex volcano system. It has a volcano within a lake, and within that lake, another island. It’s like a Russian nesting doll of geological wonders, and it’s the only one of its kind in the world.

			Spectacular Landscapes: The views from the surrounding areas are nothing short of breathtaking. Whether you’re gazing at the volcano from Tagaytay’s ridge or hiking down to Taal Lake’s edge, the scenery is a treat for the eyes.

			Crater Lake: You can hike to the edge of Taal Lake and even take a boat to explore the inner volcano island. The steaming crater lake within the inner volcano is a mesmerizing sight, with its ever-changing colors.

			Taal Volcano Island: On the inner island, you can hike to the summit to get a closer look at the volcanic activity. It’s a moderately challenging hike, but the reward is the unparalleled view of the smoldering crater.

			Tagaytay City: Tagaytay, located on a ridge overlooking Taal Lake, is a popular destination for visitors. You can enjoy cool temperatures, great food, and magnificent views of the volcano.

			How to Begin Your Taal Adventure:

			Getting​​​​: The journey to Taal typically starts with a trip to Tagaytay City, which is around 2-3 hours by road from Manila, depending on traffic. Buses and vans regularly run this route.

			Viewing Points: From Tagaytay, you can admire the beauty of Taal Volcano from various viewing points along the ridge, like Picnic Grove and People’s Park in the Sky.

			Hiking to Taal Lake: To get closer, head to Talisay, Batangas, and hire a boat to take you across Taal Lake to Volcano Island. From there, you can trek to the edge of the Crater Lake.
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