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Malcolm Teasdale was born and grew up in Coventry, England. He attended Caludon Castle High School and continued to Coventry Technical College, studying electrical and electronic engineering.

His career was prominently in the telecommunications business, where he held various engineering and management positions. He was also a Disc Jockey for 8 years in his younger years.

In 1998 he co-founded a technology start-up company that expanded globally over a 15-year span, with offices in four countries and presence in 80 countries. He travelled extensively around the world on business and even moved to Singapore during 2007 and 2008 to expand his company’s presence in the Asia-Pacific market. 

He sold the company in 2013 to a major technology corporation and accepted an “early retirement” from the workplace.

Since then and ongoing today, he travels to the more off-the-beaten-path locations around the world in search of rich cultural experiences, which in turn continue to be educational about how our fellow human beings live and work on a daily basis. 

To date, he has visited 118 countries, and this will likely increase, due to his current role of providing educational and enrichment speaking assignments for various Cruise Lines around the World.

The adventure continues.
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About the Book
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After extensive global travel for reasons of business and pleasure, publishing five written and three audio books, it was time to compose something that provides a lot of content but is abbreviated somewhat, with the benefit being that it is both educational and entertaining. It could also be used as a travel reference book, basically allowing the reader to pick and choose what chapter he/she would like to read without the need to start at the beginning of the book and read pages in numerical order. 

It is designed to provide the reader with plenty of helpful information, which is both educational and factual, with a thorough yet brief description of various travel escapades. The basic format of this book for each destination that Malcolm has visited includes a little history, geography, and a few facts before describing his experiences.

The adventure travel activities included in this book include hiking, trekking, scuba diving, camping, hot-air ballooning, sport, farming, and seeking out iconic landmarks.

Malcolm’s knowledge has been gained from his visits (long and short term) to all the places covered in this book, as well as from the fact that he provides lectures for many cruise lines in all continents and about geographical destinations around the world, including historical and cultural information.

More detailed and in-depth stories about his travels can be found in his other books and forthcoming versions.

It will undoubtedly generate interest for anyone who is interested in travel. 

One thing is for sure: the more Malcolm Teasdale travels, the more he wants to do it. He is a Travel Addict. 

The first chapter is primarily an introduction to his travel adventures and is also one of his lecture subjects for his public speaking assignments.

The adventure destinations in this book are from six of the seven main continents in the world, that includes North America, South America, Europe, Asia, Africa, and Australia and features the nations of Thailand, Philippines, Zambia, Vietnam, Mongolia, Turks and Caicos, St. Lucia, Tibet (China), Bali (Indonesia), Borneo (Malaysia), Fiji, Laos, Raja Ampat (Indonesia), India, Bhutan, Maldives, Namibia, Caribbean Islands, Palau (Micronesia), Nepal, Egypt, Norway, England, ABC Islands (Aruba, Bonaire, Curacao), and Beijing (China). He also includes his selections for the Most Sacred Places, Mother Nature’s Best, plus a list of adventure trips he still wants to take on. There is also a list of his most thought-provoking places from around the world, ones that stirred up various emotions.

Collectively, these stories represent a comprehensive variation of cultures that the author has experienced, which will ignite the interest of potential travelers or cause experienced travelers to add places to their Bucket List.

​
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You are never too old for Adventure


[image: ]




Up front, I have to say that my version of “Adventure” does not include the likes of skydiving, bungee jumping, ski jumping, tightrope walking, rock climbing, and parasailing.

A decent phrase I use and think about often is this: 

“Of all the books in the world, the best stories are found between the pages of a passport.”

Have any of these thoughts crossed your mind lately?


	Sick of overcrowded beaches?

	Going where everyone else goes?

	Going back to the same old places?

	Looking for new ideas?

	Have you traveled anywhere unique and exciting lately?

	Ever thought about learning a little more about the rest of the world and our fellow human beings?



If so, then some suitable questions are in the “what can you still do today?” category.


	Fly – on a plane that is

	Walk and swim

	Use the Internet

	Get away for two weeks or more at a time

	Become further educated

	Be amazed and fulfilled

	Keep your passport current



When you travel, primarily overseas, there are some things you may consider that you just cannot avoid and may be of concern or a little off-putting, however we just should not sit around at home and be concerned about them and hope that these issues just go away. Problems can happen in our own neighborhood, and the concerns below are either trivial, expected, avoidable or unavoidable, warrant better planning, or require acceptance. 

A few examples of these include:


	Jet lag - expected


	Language barriers - expected


	Foreign food - expected


	Culture differences - expected


	Currency adjustment - trivial


	Intolerance and mannerisms – be accepting


	Unclean water - avoidable


	Mistakes (tipping, visas, itinerary, etc.) - better planning


	Natural disasters – unavoidable in some instances

	Exaggerated fear – Gov’t Web Sites – I check the ones from the USA, Canada, and the U.K. for peace of mind. If clear warnings about travel are present on all three, then maybe you should reconsider your plans.



So why should you embark on some adventurous travel?


	Because you can

	Memories that stay with you for a lifetime

	No regrets when you are older 

	Educational and fulfilling

	Realization of our world’s beauty & achievements

	A better understanding of global cultures, people’s mannerisms, and ways of life in other countries around the world



Mark Twain is a familiar name to many people. Remember his famous quote:

“Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness, and many of our people need it sorely on these accounts. Broad, wholesome, charitable views of men and things cannot be acquired by vegetating in one little corner of the earth all one's lifetime.”

I have been asked various questions and heard comments made when I mentioned that I was going to a particular place somewhere in the world, such as:


	Where is that?

	What is that?

	Why do you go to these 3rd world countries?

	I don’t need to travel

	I live in the world’s best country, so there is no need to even get a passport

	What a waste of money

	Isn’t that place dangerous?

	You’re crazy

	Never heard of it

	Why would anyone want to live there?

	Why can’t you just be a normal person?

	Isn’t that a Police State?



Some other things to consider when traveling long distances:


	Consider layovers for a day or two

	Avoid itineraries that include different hemispheres

	Visas – requirements might differ for passports from different countries

	Travel insurance

	Check out the WHO website for healthcare rankings around the world. You will be surprised.

	Don’t feel compelled to rent a car

	Review your country’s government website about international destinations. For example, in the USA, it is travel.state.gov. Review a second one as a verification.



In my humble opinion and to summarize in my own words: One day I may not be able to travel or fly as much, if at all. Life is precious, short & fragile. I am doing it while I can. I continue to be challenged, educated, enlightened, and fulfilled.
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Uncharted Water: Adventures in the World’s Most Biodiverse Marine Area
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Raja Ampat, an Indonesian archipelago located off the northwest tip of the Bird's Head Peninsula in West Papua, is a tropical paradise renowned for its unparalleled marine biodiversity and stunning landscapes. Comprising over 1,500 small islands, cays, and shoals surrounding the four main islands of Misool, Salawati, Batanta, and Waigeo, Raja Ampat is often called the "Four Kings," a name derived from local mythology.

The area is celebrated for its extraordinary marine life, hosting over 1,500 species of fish, 700 species of mollusks, and 600 species of coral, nearly 75% of all known coral species worldwide. The reefs are teeming with life, offering sights of manta rays, sharks, and rare species like the wobbegong. This biodiversity draws tourists and is a critical scientific research and conservation area.

Raja Ampat is unknown to many, except for avid scuba divers.

It is not exactly the easiest place to get to. However, the tolerance of nighttime flights and unreliable ferry and boat rides was well worth it for me.

After reaching Jakarta Airport in Indonesia, I endured a 7-hour layover before taking a 4-hour Batik Air flight that departed at 12:30 am and arrived at 6:30 am in Sorong on the island of West Papua, with a 2-hour time difference.

I was met at the airport’s exit by a representative from the resort where I was to be staying and taken to the marina, where I boarded a ferry for a 2-hour ride to Waisai on the island of Waigeo. From there, I took a 1-hour boat ride to the island of Gam.

Finally, I reached my destination at the Papua Explorers Resort in the area of Raja Ampat, located in the most marine biodiverse place on earth.

My accommodation was a spacious over-water bungalow. In total, only about 25 people were staying at the resort, all of whom were there primarily for the same reason as me: diving. The service and food were superb, considering we were in the middle of nowhere. The resort houses the Raja Ampat SEA Center, which helps conserve marine life through science, education, and awareness. It also supports the local community. Recently, one of our country’s daily national newspapers included an article called “Indonesia’s Raja Ampat: The Last Paradise on Earth.” I was about to find out if that was possibly true.

After a day of rest, it was time to meet some of the locals underwater. With an extraordinary number of fish species and coral, I expected to see many ocean wonders. My GoPro camera was ready for action.

After diving in well-known places like the Caribbean, Palau, Sipadan, and Fiji, to name a few, I quickly concluded that this area comes out on top, primarily because of the pristine condition of the coral reef system and the variety and quantity of marine life. 

It is a strange comparison, but underwater around Raja Ampat activity-wise reminds me of Atlanta Airport on a busy weekday. 

So, what did I see? There are a lot of beautiful and strange fish, including Wobbegong Sharks, Stingrays, Bicolor Angelfish, Blacktip Reef Sharks, Leaf Scorpionfish, Frogfish, Batfish, Papuan Garden Eels, Walking Sharks, Bumphead Parrotfish, and Crocodilefish to name a few.

I shared my dive boat with a local divemaster and a Chinese American couple from California. One day, after completing “Dive One,” we pulled onto Bat Island for a picnic lunch. Because they are nocturnal, no bats were “hanging around” waiting for us, but there were a few feral cats that were somewhat sociable, likely because we had food.

I left the island wondering if the bats and cats all got along with each other.

Another day, we stopped at a small, isolated island where a small group of people lived, plus a few friendly dogs. One approached me (a dog that is), hoping to get a piece of my sandwich. I said “sit,” and the dog did precisely that, so it begs the question that being on a small, isolated island where the local people did not speak English, how does the dog understand the word “sit”?

I was fortunate to dive three times each day at different sites. Some dives were challenging due to underwater currents, but I have learned how to deal with those minor inconveniences over the years. I had to, as any bad decisions deep down are not good in a location where medical help is far away.

On my last full day, I participated in an uphill jungle trek with a couple of biologists in search of the region’s bird of paradise, guided by one of the local villagers. After an hour’s hard slog to reach the top of the mountain, it seemed like the much sought-after bird had taken a day off work or decided to sleep over elsewhere. We made it down before nightfall and walked around the local village for a while and enjoyed learning how the local people lived. Apart from being educational, it appeared the residents were a “tight-knit” community.

That night, after dinner at my resort, residents from that local village entertained us with traditional singing and dancing, which was delightful.

That brought a fitting end to a wonderful six days in a region of the world that is still unspoiled. Could it be “The last paradise on Earth”?

A land of beauty where its residents (humans and marine life) seem to be very happy, utterly unaffected by problems elsewhere in the world.

After a three-day layover on the grand island of Phuket, Thailand, I made my way to Singapore for the world’s second-longest flight to Newark at 18 hours and 45 minutes. (Note: The longest is Singapore to New York’s JFK Airport at 18 hours 50 mins, at the time of writing this book). 

Jetlag recovery took almost a week, but it didn’t matter because I have memories of a lifetime.

Raja Ampat is a travel destination and a living testament to the Earth's natural wonders. Its rich biodiversity and commitment to conservation make it a vital sanctuary for marine life and a beacon of sustainable tourism. Whether for adventure or relaxation, Raja Ampat offers an unforgettable experience, underscoring the importance of preserving such irreplaceable natural treasures.
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My geographic location

[image: A body of water with a boat in it

Description automatically generated]

The view from my hut’s deck
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Second from the left is mine
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Underwater with a Crocodile Fish
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Another underwater local – A Wobbegong Shark
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A Breathtaking Journey Through the World’s Oldest Desert
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Namibia, a country located in Southern Africa, is known for its vast and varied landscapes, rich cultural heritage, and a history that reflects a blend of indigenous traditions and colonial influences. From the towering sand dunes of the Namib Desert to the wildlife-rich Etosha National Park, Namibia offers a unique blend of natural beauty and cultural depth. 

The country is bordered by Angola to the north, Zambia and Botswana to the east, South Africa to the south, and the Atlantic Ocean to the west. The country's name is derived from the Namib Desert, considered to be the oldest desert in the world. Covering an area of approximately 51,000 square miles, Namibia is one of the least densely populated countries globally, with a population of around 2.5 million.

Delta’s longest flight is the one I took to Johannesburg, South Africa. The captain jokingly said that we would arrive earlier than scheduled and the flight would only take 15 hours. Drink, eat, sleep, and then repeat, I thought.

After a short overnight stay at JNB airport, I took a 2-hour flight to Windhoek, the capital city of Namibia. A 40-minute car ride took me to the Windhoek Hilton for a decent night’s sleep, I hoped. Jetlag ruined that.

The following day, I was picked up by a driver I hired through Viator, a Tripadvisor company. This was a good decision on my part. I considered renting a car and driving myself, but based on an almost five-hour journey along unpaved, gravel, and/or sand roads in the Namib Desert, the thought of getting stuck in soft sand along the way and being somewhat stranded with no cellular service seemed like an accident waiting to happen.

I checked into the Desert Hills Lodge, located in the middle of nowhere. The scenery was unbelievable. What did I expect from an area of the world that is about 55 million years old?

The following day was for rest, apart from a climb up a small mountain, basically for the view.

On the morning of day two, I was picked up for a drive to Sossusvlei, an area surrounded by high sand dunes. My task for the day was to climb one of the world’s highest sand dunes, named Bid Daddy or Dune 7. There are two routes to the top, a short and a long one. I chose the latter because of the lesser steepness. However, it would take longer. The dune is almost 1,300 feet high; however, walking uphill on soft sand presents obvious challenges. Apart from falling a couple of times, it took me about 90 minutes. It was challenging, to say the least. Descending the wall of the dune involved stepping down sideways, trying to avoid falling, in which case you may end up rolling down the rest of the way. I survived.

Deadvlei (“dead marsh”) was next, an area that is almost spooky. The trees in the region are over 900 years old but have never decomposed due to the arid climate; they just dried out. Add in the white clay pan, surrounding red dunes, and the clear blue sky. It is a pretty unique area to walk around in, with great photo opportunities. I was informed not to sit on any of the fallen parts of the tree trunks, as they could be home to some nasty little venomous critters.

It was time for a picnic lunch, and our small tour group was joined by one of the locals, a friendly Black Back Jackal.  All he wanted was a piece of sandwich and a couple of potato chips.

We went to Sesriem Canyon, an area shaped by the Tsauchab River over millions of years. Although it was 100 feet deep, it was time to climb down. Water is at the base of the canyon, and because of the dry climate, the early settlers had to lower buckets with handmade ropes to fetch their daily needs, as there were no pathways during those early days. 

In the region, Weaver Nests are abundant and visible on trees and telegraph poles. These nests are built by the Sociable Weaver bird for sizeable communities, which is rare in the “bird world.” Some are extremely large, and when you look closely, you will notice many holes in the structure, which are entrances for the residents. I discovered that two birds per hole was the arrangement, but I don’t know if they were married or not.

Other animals I saw were Springbok, Gazelle, Gemsbok, Meercat, Desert Fox, Jackal, Wild Dog, Baboon, Vulture, Hyena, Ostrich, Wildebeest, and Goats.

One evening, the Lodge Manager drove me to a place close to the top of one of the nearby mountains, about 2,000 feet high. He left me there alone for an hour or so with a snack and a couple of Windhoek beers while the sun went down. A feeling of isolation in a place that is miles from anywhere is a rather strange experience.

I was apprehensive because I had never been in a hot air balloon until I went to Namibia. I left the lodge at 5:00 am to reach the Namib Safari Balloon station, where three balloons were being prepared to take off, which could support about 12 people each. The operation was managed by a “Steve Irwin (aka. The Crocodile Hunter)” type character and his father, who was full of life and enthusiasm. For an hour, we floated across the desert landscape about 1,000 feet above ground while the sun rose in what was a magnificent display of Mother Nature’s work. My GoPro camera videoed the whole experience, so I have precious memories.
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