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A SPECIAL NOTE TO EBOOK READERS:

This volume contains a large amount of astrological glyphs embedded within the text. The sales page “preview” might not be able to show these but your reading device will as long as you leave the “Font” settings at “Original” or “Publisher Font”. Font size adjustments work fine with the glyphs. To allow the greatest number of reading devices to display this eBook, we used the “free flowing” layout and show the glyphs right above the text they belong to.

DGG
Editor


INTRODUCTION

“Astrology is concerned with the effect produced in the substance of the sheaths by the influences, vibrations, etc., of the various planets. These are, esoterically, the influences of the solar centres. The forces, emanating from the solar centres, play upon the planetary centres. . . . This is hidden in the karma of the Heavenly Man. When true esoteric astrology comes into being, more anent this will be given. Astrological students are today only learning the ABC of this stupendous subject and are occupied with the exoteric fringes of that great veil which has been thrown wisely over planetary lore.”

Alice A. Bailey

A Treatise on Cosmic Fire, p. 1051

“. . . Astrologers will eventually be divided into two classes: the exoteric astrologers who will be occupied with the horoscope of the personality, and the esoteric astrologers who will be occupied with the purposes of the soul.

“. . . The ascendant or rising sign indicates the intended live or immediate soul purpose for this incarnation. It holds the secret of the future and presents the force which, rightly used, will lead the man to success. It represents the sattvic or harmony aspect of life and can produce right relationship between soul and personality in any one incarnation. It thus points the way to the recognition of the force of the soul.”

Douglas M. Baker
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SYMBOLS AND METHODS USED

LIST OF ASTROLOGICAL SYMBOLS USED AND PLANETARY RULERS

Note: Per Esoteric Astrology by Alice A. Bailey, Lucis Press, London and New York.

PLANETARY RULERS
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“It is intuitional astrology which must eventually supersede what is today called astrology, thus bringing about a return to the knowledge of that ancient science which related the constellations and our solar system, drew attention to the nature of the zodiac and informed humanity as to the basic interrelations which govern and control the phenomenal and subjective worlds.”

 Alice A. Bailey, ‘Esoteric Astrology’



CHART INTERPRETATION

The new astrology teaches us to think in categories. The examples of interpretation demonstrate the fluidity of the method. There are no hard and fast rules, for each chart is as existential as the person to whom it belongs. Therefore chart interpretation is not simply  a pat process of memorising astrological formulae or stock meanings for aspects—it is far more ‘layered’ and specific than that. In homeopathy and alternative methods of medicine, the same diagnosed disease may be treated very differently for different individuals. So too, the interpretation of an aspect is liable to vary from individual to individual.

The traditional approach to interpretation comprises elements of the permutative method but in this case, the construction of sentences from key words tends to be prescribed within the narrow and formalised bounds of the lower, rational mind. The rich field of symbolism—where the higher mental functions operate—is largely ignored. In the orthodox method, the meaning of a particular aspect is deduced from general principles. In theory, each planet is said to embody a ‘principle’ or psychological drive. The ‘mode’ of its expression is different when found in different signs of the zodiac, and the houses of the chart represent the different ‘spheres of life-activity’ in which the modified planetary principle manifests. Key concepts for planet, sign and house are regarded as distinct, and through their various combinations, the astrologer will deduce factual statements about the individual.

From this formula has evolved a body of ‘academic’ astrology—an edifice of theoretical meanings for aspects, built out of relatively inert ‘blocks’ of concrete thought; and occasionally enlivened by an inspired author. The greater the reputation, the more fixed and established the ‘meaning’ becomes in the mind of the astrological community. It would not matter at all if intellect was the highest faculty available to the astrologer. Unfortunately, to rely solely on the application of theoretical clichés (that have lost touch with the living source of meaning) to interpretation is to neglect the delicate nuances of meaning filtering down from the subtle levels of the mind, and to exclude the possibility of true intuitive insight. Real meaning is derived not from any one book of astrology or computer database, but from the living source of meaning within the astrologer—from faculties that transcend the intellect.

Sometimes the mistake is made of trying to practise esoteric astrology with a traditional approach to interpretation but using higher, esoteric meanings for the planets, signs and houses. Even where intuition enters into the reading it still centres around already established formulations. The vibrance and mercurial qualities of the intuitive mind demand an astrology of the same order—an astrology flexible enough to admit the subtle meanings and numinous energies of the higher mental subplanes into the interpretation.

In the new astrology, symbols are shared by the sign, planet and house of the same astrological category. The theoretical distinction between sign, planet and house is not denied—we should be aware of those distinctions when reading a chart—but the living expression of their interaction in symbol, language and event, does not always adhere to the classifications as rigidly as orthodoxy would have us believe. The higher mind operates at archetypal levels and thinks in terms of ‘categories of thought’—sharing living symbols which are common to all levels of expression of the same archetype and presenting them to one’s consciousness in visual images. 

For instance, Jupiter represents the principle of ‘expansion’; it is benign, jovial and fortunate, and from these characteristics key words are derived. However, to the chagrin of the orthodox, Jupiter may breach the classification barriers and manifest in things normally associated with its natural sign and house: Aquarius and the Eleventh House. If the higher Self is prepared to use them as visual images, then we too, may use such symbols as ‘stairs,’ ‘waves,’ ‘friends’, ‘dearest hopes and wishes’, etc. to represent Jupiter in a permutation, thereby widening the possibilities in interpretation. As far as the higher Self is concerned, wherever Jupiter is in the horoscope, there also are Aquarius and the Eleventh House. It has a synthetic and wholistic perception of the chart in terms of categories of thought, which overshadows the distinctions and differentiations that are the domain of the analytical lower mind.

There are other mechanisms connecting images to glyphs, besides traditional rulership, such as morphology and symbolism. Morphologically, Jupiter may manifest in shapes which resemble its glyph—a swan, a yacht, or a jug, etc. The higher Self may portray Jupiter in any of the above ways to communicate its meaning in a lucigram*. The particular forms that Jupiter takes will not only be unique to the individual, but they will be related to the whole chart under consideration. It is through direct contact with the living source of meaning that those who practise the new astrology will derive existential and highly personalised symbols for glyphs and aspects.

*Lucigram—a ‘light message’. A visual image portraying a message or picture from the higher Self.

This is how real meaning is derived—through the active participation of the astrologer’s higher Self in the interpretation. There is no doubt that true statements can be made about the individual through the traditional method; however, in the new astrology, interpretation is opened up much more—a wider range of  derivatives of an aspect is encouraged, and the higher Self is invited to take part in the process. A series of permutations in basic symbols provides a labile pool of possibilities upon which the intuitive mind can play, deriving deeper and deeper meanings as the aspect is traced to its source.

Critics may accuse the permutative method of being too loose and liberal in its derivations, but it is not just a matter of “anything goes, as long as it parses,” as it may appear initially. This is a misunderstanding of the whole technique. The delineation of an aspect is a process of investigation into meaning through a selection of clues from among a series of permutations. And the selective factor is the intuitive higher mind—the development of which is both a requirement and a result of practising the new astrology.

It cannot be emphasised too strongly that what we are learning in the new astrology is a new language of symbols with which we will eventually be able to communicate with the higher Self—that immortal part of ourselves whose only means of communication with us is through imagery; in the words of Aristotle, “The Soul never thinks without an image.”  Additionally, by becoming proficient in the astrology we will be able to translate the high wisdom of the soul and offer sound, practical advice to individuals who are seeking guidance and insight that would otherwise be unavailable to them, unavailable certainly in as specific, relevant and spiritually meaningful a capacity as this, the new astrology.

When learning a new or foreign language one is taught, besides the rules of grammar, etc., several basic phrases with which one could not have a very meaningful conversation: “Here is Monsieur Dupont; Which way is the station? Two kilos of apples, please,” etc. One would not expect to hold an edifying discourse with a professor of French literature using such dialogue but by repeating basic phrases (ad nauseam, it sometimes seems) one is becoming en rapport and developing a familiarity with the language that will, at a later stage, make a purposeful communication much easier. The same principle applies to learning the new astrology. By persisting with and repeatedly going over the basic keywords and parsing permutations in basic symbols—exercises which in themselves do not seem to offer much meaning—tracts are being created from the lower mental body to the realm of the higher mind along which the personality and the Soul can achieve a rich and meaningful dialogue.

 



DICTIONARY OF ASTROLOGY

Interduction:

Amongs many  books authored by Dr. Baker is the three volume comprehensive Dictionary of Astrology, Vol. 1 - 3. We highly recommend this volume to all sincere student and professional astrologer.

The  Dictionary of Astrology is the definitive phrasebook of the inner dialogue, supplying the prospective ‘conversationalist’ with the opening lines to an enlightening encounter. The great advantage of the Dictionary is that it provides a wide range of basic phrases that cover the many aspects of the Personality–Soul relationship, as reflected in the horoscope. Apart from the immediately discernible meanings they may hold, these expressions serve as the first step in the process of deriving higher implications from the apparently mundane or bizarre. They place one’s feet upon a ladder of permutations that ascends to the source of meaning in the realm of the higher Self. The key to spiritual awareness for the new Age is the Psychological Key, and the new astrology is a permutative psychology.



PERMUTATIONS IN BASIC SYMBOLS

In the new astrology, a permutation is a sentence constructed from the symbols represented in an astrological aspect.

The definition of a permutation is ‘a variation of the order of a set of things,’ or ‘a selection of items from a larger group.’ In the new astrology we derive a series of permutations of an aspect in order to amplify its meaning. We take a selection of basic symbols or keywords for each glyph in an aspect and combine them in a variety of ways that make meaningful sentences. They are permutations of meaning. By using different symbols in different orders we change the meaning. Permutations are the means by which we translate an astrological aspect into English, with a host of derivations, from the mundane to the most spiritual.

To illustrate the construction of permutations look at the following lists of basic symbols or keywords which have been extracted from Baker’s Dictionary of Astrology. Entries for single glyphs, are grouped together by category, i.e., the planet, related sign it rules and natural house it governs. By combining words from the first three lists we construct two permutations in basic symbols of the aspect  p } ‚: 

      p                     }          ‚
Entrance to the narrow hallway.

p        }                       3
The leader buys a school.

To parse the first permutation, we have placed the appropriate glyph over the corresponding word in the sentence i.e.: p is placed over ‘entrance’ because, as listed under the Basic Symbols, p, s & the First House rule entrances. Narrowness is ruled by z, } & the Second House (see list), and hallways (where letters are kept) are ruled by „, ‡ & the Third House. Thus, p is placed above ‘entrance’, } is placed above ‘narrow’, and the number 3 is placed above ‘hallway’. The second permutation, equally valid, is also parsed in the same way.

Once a knowledge of the keywords and basic symbols has been gained this process of parsing is surprisingly simple and very accurate. This analysis of the USA horoscope is based on the use of parsing in the method of interpretation.



COMPOUND COMPLEXES

A word or concise expression that is not directly parsable into its component glyphs but nevertheless conveys the meaning of the entire aspect, is called a compound complex.

In this work interpretations that come under this category have been called non-parsed (complex permutations).



The Rising Sign

The Rising Sign, in this case ‡A, is the single most important influence in any chart and its influence pervades all other aspects.
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The Rising Sign is therefore implied in all aspects whether it is stated or not.

“The ascendant or rising sign indicates the intended life or immediate soul purpose for this incarnation. It holds the secret of the future and presents the force which, rightly used, will lead the man to success. It represents the sattvic or harmony aspect of life and can produce right relationship between soul and personality in any one incarnation. It thus points the way to the recognition of the force of the soul.”

Alice A. Bailey, ‘Esoteric Astrology’



HOUSE CUSPS

The sign on the proximal cusp of a house ý has a major influence on that house.

It should always be remembered that a sign on the proximal cusp of one house is on the distal cusp þ of the preceding house, and the sign can include the influence of that preceding house (therefore also planets contained within that house);

for example ‰ 1 is also Š 12.

This secondary factor can be drawn into an interpretation as one of the secondary influences impinging on a planetary aspect.



SUN — EARTH OPPOSITION

The positioning of the Earth À and Vulcan z

Although this is not the place for a rationale on the use of these planetary rulers, a guide as to their placing in the horoscope will be of use to the reader.

À is always placed exactly opposite ˜.

The Earth’s movement in esoteric astrology is taken as heliocentric and is imposed upon the geocentric chart in such a way that it is always placed in opposition to the Sun in the actual horoscope.

Man is part of the Earth yet embraces the greater centre of his being which is the Sun and, in order to deal with Earth matters successfully, must see them from the Solar (truer) view.

Thus, the Sun and Earth form an axis of major importance in the horoscope and is often included in an aspect, indicating something of the relationship of the earthly nature of an entity to its higher, solar identity. 


	
z is placed 3° Sun side of p, unless p is less than 3° from ˜, 



	
in which case it is positioned exactly conjunct ˜.



	
z is considered retrograde whenever p goes retrograde.





 



ASTROLOGICAL PARSING

Normally, by parsing, we mean the assignment of a constituent structure to a sentence. We resolve it into its components and describe them grammatically,  terming the parts of speech as ‘noun’, ‘adjective’, ‘preposition’, etc., or we may reduce a sentence to clauses and term them ‘adjectival,’ ‘adverbial,’ and so on.

In astrological parsing, a sentence or phrase is analysed astrologically. We assign appropriate glyphs to the words and clauses of the sentence in order to gain further understanding of its meaning. Parsing is also a check on the accuracy of permutations, ensuring that whatever is said is related to the astrology. The Dictionary of Astrology* translates over nine thousand aspects into more than half a million words of interpretation—almost all of them parsable!

*  Baker’s Dictionary of Astrology for the 21st Century, Vol 1 - 3.

Several mechanisms are employed to allocate the appropriate glyphs. These mechanisms are by way of:


	
rulership



	
tradition



	
morphology **



	
symbolism



	
precedence



	
current meaning, etc.





or they may be experiential and empirical.

** Morphology—the relationship of shape to function. An important significator of astrological rulership, researched extensively by the author. See Esoteric Astrology, Volumes 1 - 11.

No one would deny that the sign of Leo (›)  pertains to kings, queens, seats, rings, crowns, or that in place of › we might almost equally apply the house of ›, i.e., the 5th, or the ruler of Leo, i.e., the sun ˜. In fact, through the law of correspondences we find that these three — ˜, › and the 5th — have different nuances and shades of the same meaning — they belong to the same astrological category and share common symbols. There is a sympathetic resonance between planet, sign, and house similar to the resonance between different octaves of a musical note that produces overtones on a piano.

Thus, in parsing, we often interchange keywords for planet, sign and house, thereby widening the possibilities in interpretation. As far as the higher Mind is concerned, wherever the Sun is in the horoscope, there also are the qualities of Leo and the Fifth House. The higher Mind has a synthetic and holistic perception of the chart in terms of archetypes and categories of thought, which overshadows the distinctions and differentiations that are the province of the analytical lower mind.



LITERAL PARSING

It is not always necessary to parse an interpretation with every glyph contained in an aspect.

However, the main elements of an aspect (viz. planet, sign, house)  should always be recognisable within an interpretation.

Many minor influences are implied within the meaning of words and phrases which should not always need to be stated.

Sometimes the interpretation is a little terse or ungrammatical for the sake of lucidity in parsing.

To create exactly parsable sentences would cause the interpretation to be rambling and wordy.



ASPECTS

In the New Astrology the term ‘aspect’ refers to any combination of elements from the horoscope, rather than the specific geometrical relationship between planets (f h i e) — which are called Angular Aspects — although of course, these can be included in an aspect.

Thus an aspect can range from two glyphs e.g., ¶ ‡ or ¶ 1, up to a 14 glyph or more, complex aspect containing many elements and the relations between them.

A basic aspect contains a planet, the sign and house in which it is placed plus the sign on the proximal cusp of the house if different from the sign in which the planet is placed, (see “House Cusps” explained further on).

Every horoscope therefore has 12 of these basic aspects, one for each of the esoteric planetary rulers.

Also see “The Twelve Basic Aspects from the Natal Chart of the U.S.A.” and the progressed charts further on.



USE OF ANGULAR ASPECTS

All planets in a chart are related to each other and can be combined in an aspect. It is not necessary for planets to be in specific relation to each other as in the case of 90º, 120º, 180º, etc.

The New Astrology does acknowledge the influence of these major angular aspects, however, they are considered of secondary importance to the planetary aspects.

The influence of angular aspects can be further simplified into two groups, those with a malefic or ‘bad’ influence (e.g. e, h, i), and those whose influence is benign or ‘good’ (e.g. f, d, b); these are often abbreviated as ‘mal’ or ‘ben’.

The conjunct aspect (a) can fall into either category depending on the planets involved.



PLANET — SIGN — HOUSE INFLUENCES

The affinity between a sign and its ruling planet is always maintained in a horoscope. 

A planet therefore, not only carries the influence of its natural sign but also the house in which the natural sign is placed.

Likewise, a sign always carries the influence of its ruling planet and the sign and house in which that planet is located.

The influence on a given sign used in an aspect, for example ‡ in this case, also includes other planets contained in the sign;

for example, an aspect that uses ‡ n, implies ¬ ‡ Ü and therefore also U Ü.

Those places in the text where this, and other secondary influences, have been specifically brought into an interpretation, the elements involved have been placed in square brackets [ ].



INTERCEPTED SIGNS

‘Intercepted’ Z in astrology refers to signs which lie entirely within a house without occupying either cusp. It has a specific effect on the signs involved and may mean any of the following:


	
Limitation, confinement, stricture, contraction.



	
Alienation.



	
A narrowing of options.



	
A narrowing-down of expression to the purely spiritual.



	
Specificity, speciality.



	
A heightening of the spiritual emphasis.



	
Rare spiritual gifts.



	
Spiritual isolation in certain specific matters.



	
Concentration, intensification.



	
Amplification, points of issue.



	
Opportunity for catharsis.



	
Absence, omission.



	
Influence of opposite, complementary and reciprocal sign.



	
Indirect action or meaning.







RETROGRADE PLANETS

A retrograde planet has very different qualities to the accepted traditional influences of the planet when in direct motion and may mean any of the following:


	
Sacred, spiritual expression of the planet.



	
Reversed, opposite meanings.



	
Benign planets become malefic.



	
Malefic planets become benign.



	
Opportunities.



	
Options.



	
Ability to be inward looking, subjective.



	
Frustration of outward expression.



	
Figurative meaning. Is but isn’t.



	
Implied, suggested or indirect meaning.



	
A period of review, retrospection, reassessment, debatability.





 Retrograde Explained

The glyph denotes an apparent backward or retrograde motion of a planet through the zodiac at the moment of birth: here Mars is retrograde (∙).

Whenever we consider the qualities of a planet, we also have to take into account its relative motion, which can be direct, stationary or retrograde (X). This is the phenomenon in which a planet, from the viewpoint of a person on the earth, appears to slow down, become stationary, and then go backwards, in what astrologers call retrograde motion, before again going direct (see illustration below). The process is an optical illusion, which can be compared to an experience many of us have had, of being in a train that is being overtaken by another slightly faster train, giving the false sensation that our own train is going backwards.
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