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Dedication
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For the quiet workers,

the forgotten pollinators,

and anyone who has ever been told

that survival is more important than kindness.
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Foreword
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Long before the first battle,

before the sky ever turned gold,

the bees believed the world would always bloom.

They believed sweetness was endless.

That honey would flow.

That flight was forever.

This is the story of how they learned otherwise.
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NATIONS OF THE VALLEY

The Honey Bees — The Monarchy

Highly ordered and ancient, the Honey Bees rule from towering wax hives built on tradition, record-keeping, and rigid hierarchy. They believe survival depends on structure—and obedience.

The Killer Bees — The Nation

Nomadic, aggressive, and militarized. The Killer Bees believe fear is a tool and victory is truth. They do not ask permission to survive.

The Bumble Bees — The Hearth Clans

Large, fuzzy, and communal. The Bumble Bees value warmth, song, and loyalty. They try to remain neutral—but hunger tests even the kindest hearts.

The Sweat Bees — The Iridescent Guilds

Small, metallic, and lightning-fast. Masters of light, signaling, and information. Their loyalties shift with knowledge.

The Mason Bees — The Stonebinders

Quiet architects who build with pollen and earth. They create the valley’s strongest structures—and remember its oldest laws.

The Leafcutter Bees — The Greenweavers

Craftswomen and healers who stitch leaves into armor, nests, and medicine. They value balance over victory.

The Mining & Digger Bees — The Groundborn

Burrowers beneath the valley floor. They know where water still hides—and what sleeps beneath the roots.

The Carpenter Bees — The Timber Guild

Guardians of the Ancient Hive Tree. Neutral, powerful, and patient.

The Squash Bees — The Forgotten

Specialists bound to gourd flowers. As the blooms vanish, so do they.
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MAIN CHARACTERS

Kaelen — A young Honey Bee scout, fast-winged and sharp-eyed. Loyal to the Monarchy—until the truth costs him everything.

Vara — A Killer Bee tactician. Brilliant, feared, and secretly ashamed of the weapons she commands.

Luma -—A calm, quietly brilliant young female Mason Bee builder who likes Kaelen far more than he realizes.

Queen-Mother Althaea — Ruler of the Honey Monarchy, ancient and unyielding.

General Rhex — Supreme commander of the Killer Bee Nation.

Boro — A Bumble Bee singer-warrior with a laugh too big for war.

Silk — A Sweat Bee messenger who sees more than she says.
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The Last Sunflower

The sunflower should not have been standing.

Kaelen hovered in front of it, wings buzzing, head tilted.

“Well,” he said to no one, “either you’re the bravest flower in the valley, or everyone else gave up way too early.”

Everything around the sunflower was dust. Cracked earth. Dead stems. A whole lot of disappointment.

Kaelen drifted in a slow circle, squinting at the tall yellow bloom. Its petals drooped like they were tired of pretending. Its stem leaned sideways, as if even it knew it didn’t belong here.

“And yet,” Kaelen muttered, “here you are. Standing. Showing off.”
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