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I dedicate this series first and foremost to the remnant. I get excited every time I get around those who have given their lives over completely to the Lord Jesus Christ, and they have not gotten over it. They refuse to bend or bow to the system of the kingdom of darkness. To you, my brothers and sisters, I say thank you, and may the grace and peace of the Father be upon you.

I dedicate this book and the entire series to those believers who still believe that God will close out the chapter of the earth as we know it. The Father is committed to His Word of a new heaven and earth, with a new city coming down from heaven.

God still hates sin and will judge it. The disasters listed in the Word of God cannot be ignored, wished away, or prayed away. The end of the ages is upon us.

I thank God for the remnant, those committed to God and His Word. No matter what comes, they have driven a stake in the ground and declared they would not go back to the ways of the world.

Charles
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Chapter 1

Introduction

Not Just Another End Times Book
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Some will most likely open the first page of this book and say, “Oh no, another book about the end of the world.” I can almost imagine the smile on their face as they roll their eyes in disbelief that someone would dare write about the end of the age and destruction of humanity. Especially when it seems we could be on the brink of a global war. And frankly, I would agree that we do not need another “doomsday” report of far-fetched things spoken by false prophets concerning things that will not happen. 

Maybe, just maybe, you are one of those individuals who has not been overloaded with theories by reading book after book about the end times and how it will happen. The end is going to happen. God’s Word declares it. Key events must occur leading up to that moment we call “The Day of the Lord.” Again, God’s Word declares it. It is certainly no time to put our heads in the sand and ignore what is happening around us. It is a fact that “What We Don't Know Can and Will Hurt Us.” So, hang on, dig in, and see what God has for you. I think this book will help you connect the dots of things you have previously read or taught concerning the end times. 

The future, who can know it? Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we knew just a little bit of our lives five, ten, or twenty years from now? It would be somewhat comforting if we had some idea of what would happen in our country and world events. I have great news. Our heavenly Father has given us snapshots of what He is currently doing, what He will do in the future, and why He is doing it. Through the Word of God and the Holy Spirit, God has made it possible for us to know our destiny. You see, we all have a starting date and an ending date. Everything in the middle of those two dates is our dash. What will we do with our dash that is connected to God’s plans and the future of the world as we know it? 

Receiving insight into one’s future is not new. Since the beginning of man, God has revealed His plans and future events in the lives of individuals and nations. Look in the Old Testament at the lives of Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Joseph, Moses, David, Elijah, and Elisha, to name just a few, to see how God revealed His plans. In the New Testament, we find Jesus revealing to Peter his future. Paul knew what he was going to do and when he would die. In the Bible, God often asked, “What do you see?” as He peeled back the veil to reveal the future.

Why would knowing the signs of the times even matter to us? Can’t we just live each day as we “work, eat, and be merry,” leaving the end of the ages up to God? Are there things that we need to be doing to prepare for upcoming events prior to the end of the world as we know it? I will answer these questions and many more in this book.

Our Lord Jesus Christ revealed God’s end-times plan in Matthew chapters 24 and 25. We can see the end times laid out in chronological order in these Scriptures. Our Lord Jesus Christ has uncovered the future for us, and everyone who has eyes to see and ears to hear will understand what the Spirit is saying concerning future events. We can let the Bible interpret the Bible and discover the answer to “Where do we go from here?” The Father’s purposes will be fulfilled, and He has revealed the future to us. There are three ways for us to approach knowing what God is doing and going to do. 

The first is through fear. Some believers are so scared about future events that they stick their heads in the sand in fear and ignore the signs and basically sing Doris Day’s song “Que Sera, Sera.” The lyrics of the song go like this: “Whatever will be, will be, for the future is not ours to see.” It was a famous song from 1956 to 1965 with a catchy tune. However, it is certainly not Biblical in content. You might say, I haven’t sung that song, or maybe you have never heard of it before. Well, here is the modern remake, Among Believers. “I am a pan-millennialist because I believe it will all pan out in the future.” We must not ignore the events that are happening around us that have strong Biblical meaning concerning God’s timetable.

The second approach is when we become so obsessed with future events that we spend much of our time studying and talking about tomorrow, next month, or next year. We spend so much time researching and conversing with others about the future that we miss living in the present. If I am going to live holy and victorious in the future, then I need first to learn to stand firm in the faith today and walk as a righteous overcomer.

The third approach to knowing the future is the only biblical and healthy approach. It is to approach future events by looking back at past prophetic insights. Many may approach the book of Revelation as though it stands alone to reveal our destiny and the future of the world. But the book of Revelation summarizes the rest of the Bible. Therefore, we look back into the Word of God to find the future. We look back into the Word of God to interpret the book of Revelation. 

The Word of God as a whole is our complete guide to the prophecies of the end times. We don’t need to trump something up with bells and whistles, nor do we need to second-guess God. There are undeniable prophecies of the end times recorded clearly in God’s Word. As you read this book, you will see that the end of the age countdown has begun. We will realize that today’s problems and disasters are warnings and indications of tomorrow’s prophetic fulfillment concerning the end of the age.


“Remember this and stand firm, recall it to mind, you transgressors, 9 remember the former things of old; for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me, 10 declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose,’ (Isaiah 46:8-10).




When you are in tribulation, and all these things come upon you in the latter days, you will return to the LORD your God and obey his voice (Deuteronomy 4:30).



This book is a three-part series on the end times. I will approach future events by beginning with the end in mind. Here in Book 1 of the three-book series, I cover the 11 undeniable prophetic signs of the times in chronological order and allow them to determine whether we are officially in the end times or not. In the first eight chapters, I’ll lay the groundwork for things that reveal we are in a period unlike any other since right before the flood. Then, starting in chapter nine, I will lay out the 11 undeniable prophetic signs showing that we are in the last of the last days. 

Book 2 will cover the twelve Bible prophecies that must be fulfilled before the end of the age and the trials and tribulations the Christian must face. Book 3 is a guide on how to prepare for our troubled times physically, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually. 

So, how can I prepare for the end of the ages as we know them? Men and women of all classes have their attention focused upon the events taking place around us, and they realize that something great and decisive is about to happen. We are witnessing a war against a sovereign nation facing incredible odds while the world watches and prays. Here in America, we are experiencing inflation unlike anything we have seen in over 40 years. Gas prices have reached record highs. Many products and materials that we took for granted would always be available are now almost impossible to find, and if found, they are two to three times the price paid just two years before.

It appears that the world is on the verge of a great crisis. But few people understand that we are at the beginning of the end of the world as we know it, and even fewer know what to do to prepare for these end times. This book series will tell us how we can know that we are entering the end times and the steps we can take to prepare ourselves and our families spiritually, mentally, and physically for the last days.

I agree that we do not need another “doomsday” report of far-fetched things spoken by false prophets concerning things that will not happen. Speaking just from my lifetime, prophecies of 1988 to the December 2012 Mayan prophecy, we have had our fill of doomsday world-ending drama. However, the fruit reveals the root. We need to look at what fruit these false prophecies concerning the “dated end of the world” have produced. I believe two significant dangers have developed since 1988, which have especially been reinforced since the 2011-12 end-time prophecies. 

What I see among people and our media as the first danger is called “throwing the baby out with the bathwater.” This phrase means that amid all the end-time false prophecies and warnings over the last 30-plus years, there resides an element of truth. But in throwing out and disregarding the bogus, there is a tendency also to ignore the aspect of reality that it holds. According to the Bible, the truth remains solid that the world will come to an end as we know it. We do not know the hour, the day, the season, or the year, but we know some things. God is not working out His plans in a vacuum. One thing we know is that the world, as we know it, will end, and God gave us a series of events for our benefit to warn us of that time.

This book will be filled with Scriptures for your benefit to see that the Word of God reveals many things concerning the end times. Some passages are long, but well worth the time to read. After all, faith does not come from reading someone’s book on the end times. Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God (Romans 10:17).


Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away (Matthew 24:35).




For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished (Matthew 5:18).




Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and they who dwell in it will die in like manner; but my salvation will be forever, and my righteousness will never be dismayed (Isaiah 51:6).




For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but my steadfast love shall not depart from you, and my covenant of peace shall not be removed,” says the LORD, who has compassion on you (Isaiah 54:10).




But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly. 8 But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. 11 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 13 But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells (2 Peter 3:7-13)



The second danger I see is that of mockery. Since the December 21, 2012, Mayan “end of the world” prophecy, there has been an unbelievable attack on anyone or any religion that states the world is coming to an end. Newspaper articles, TV commercials, TV shows, and social media are all guilty of some form of mockery concerning the end times and the eventual fate of the world. Ads are promoting everything, including insurance for trucks. This mocking is against the end of the world, making fun of the truth that the world will end one day. Why is mockery a danger? Through the attitude and activity of their scorn, some may find themselves becoming desensitized towards the truth of God's Word. Therefore, when actual events happen that give us a sign of the times, those who have developed an attitude of mockery will miss these signs and excuse them as just another false prophecy. 

Therefore, as an introductory statement, I want to affirm what we do know. Things seem to be “out of control” in the world. The world's economic status as a whole is continuing on a constant downward spiral. The natural disasters hitting every area of the globe seem to be of a “record-breaking” proportion. New reports of famines, droughts, and crop-eating locusts in the news somewhere in the world seem to be happening daily. Wars and conflicts have our leaders at their wits' end as to how to maneuver politically in order to keep World War III from happening. One would not have to be a rocket scientist to conclude that the end of the world as we know it is coming, and it is coming upon us fast. 

Many books have been released about end times, and some have the nerve to predict when the end of the world will happen. As believers, we should know from the Word of God that we very well could be at the end of the end times. We should understand that according to God’s Word, we will not know the end date. Therefore, if someone comes forth with a dated prophecy about the end of the world, we can conclude from God's Word that they are wrong. I believe that the current signs of the falling economy, the worldwide political unrest, the wars, the record-breaking natural disasters, and the increase in incurable diseases are signs of the beginning of the end. Since we are in the end times, we need to prepare ourselves as a people of God correctly. It would be wise to read and reread Matthew chapter 24 as a good starting point in your study of end times. In Matthew chapter 24, we read: 


And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not alarmed, for this must take place, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these are but the beginning of the birth pains (Matthew 24:6-8).



The disasters we have seen or read about are not the “end” but, according to Scriptures, the beginning of sorrows or the beginning of birth pangs. The kind of knowledge we urgently need is both natural and spiritual. As believers, we would rather not be among those who wait until it's too late. Simultaneously, we certainly do not want to operate out of fear, for fear is a tormenting spirit and is not from God. 


By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love (1 John 4:17-18).



We need to be keenly aware that the Scriptures state that in the end times, “true believers” will be hated and betrayed, and the love that many have for God and His Word will fail because of the magnitude and intensity of the wickedness on the earth. We are called to endure unto the end. This enduring means to “endure in the faith.” I will speak more on this in book 2 of the series.
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