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        “This phenomenal short story will pull you in and keep you wanting more!”

      

        

      
        “Mollie Mathews is a favorite author.”

      

        

      
        “Beautifully written. The author’s vivid and descriptive writing style pulled me into a world I never wanted to leave.”

      

        

      
        “Perfect for a lazy weekend. This is the first book I have read by this author but it won't be last. I can't wait to be more.”

      

        

      
        Mollie Mathew’s writing transports you to places she is describing where you can kick back and relax for a while as this endearing story unfolds. Her characters soon become visible through her careful picture-building.”

      

        

      
        “This author has the gift & the power to make you experience her remarkable craft on a whole other level.”
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      Sophia Valentino’s fingers trembled as she held the thick, cream-colored envelope. She stared at the elegant handwriting that spelled out her name in careful, sweeping strokes. It had arrived out of nowhere, sandwiched between bills and flyers, almost as if it were waiting for her to notice it. Her life in New York had become monotonous—long days spent at the museum cataloging paintings, nights filled with solitude and the hum of city life outside her window. She craved something more, but this letter? It was unexpected.

      Inside, a single sheet of paper, heavy and textured, carried a message that would change everything:

      
        
        Dear Miss Valentino,

        We are pleased to inform you that you have inherited the vineyard estate of your late grandmother, Viviana Rossi, in the heart of Tuscany. We invite you to visit and see what awaits you.

        Yours sincerely,

        Luca Caruso, Attorney at Law

      

      

      Sophia’s breath caught. Her grandmother? Her parents had never spoken of any family in Italy. She felt a strange tug at her heart, a call from a past she’d never known. Should she go? She glanced around her tiny apartment, the clutter of unfinished sketches, art books, and half-empty coffee cups. Why not?

      She could almost feel the weight of New York slipping from her shoulders as she made the decision. She was going to Italy. To Tuscany. To a vineyard she had never known existed but suddenly felt was hers.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            CHAPTER TWO

          

        

      

    

    
      The flight was long but filled with an electric anticipation that made every moment feel lighter. As the plane descended over the rolling hills of Tuscany, Sophia pressed her forehead to the window, drinking in the view of verdant vineyards, ancient stone farmhouses, and golden fields of sunflowers swaying in the breeze.

      The air was different here—richer, heady with the scent of rosemary and wildflowers. As she stepped off the train in the small village of Montevino, she was greeted by the sight of terracotta rooftops gleaming in the late afternoon sun and a backdrop of misty, blue-hued hills.

      “Signorina Valentino?” A voice broke through her reverie. She turned to see a tall, broad-shouldered man with warm hazel eyes and an easy smile. “I’m Luca Caruso. Welcome to Montevino.”

      The drive to the vineyard was like something out of a dream. The car wound through narrow, winding roads flanked by cypress trees and ancient stone walls. When they finally arrived, Sophia’s breath caught. The estate was grand but tired, its once-proud façade weathered and overgrown. Vines twisted in tangled patterns, reaching out as if to greet her. It was beautiful and broken, much like the part of herself she had kept hidden for so long.

      “This is your new home,” Luca said softly, his eyes kind.

      Sophia nodded, her heart swelling with a strange mix of hope and fear. She had no idea what awaited her here, but she was ready to find out.
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