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Aba, a friend of Tia, rang the doorbell and stood smiling  as  Tia  opened  the  front  door.  Ten  year old Aba said, "Hi Tia. I am really looking forward to this trip with your family to your village, as I have never been to a village before. Let us make this Sunday a funday."
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Tia said, "We can't go today Aba. My Gran is sick and the old Aunty who looks after her, could not come just now. She will come later. My parents have gone to the doctor to consult about Gran, so I have to stay and look after my Gran.

I  can't  leave  her  as  she  might  need  something and  I  should  be  near  her  to  give  it  to  her.  You better go back home in your car."
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Aba  started  sulking  and  said  angrily,  "I  am excited  about  the  trip  and  you  are  spoiling  it just  for  an  old  Gran?  Come  on,  let  us  go.  Why should  you  bother?  She  has  lived  so  long,  she will manage alone. She is not a small baby. If you are afraid of her, I will ask her to let us go. The old lady has lived her life. We are  young.  It  is  our  turn  to  live  as  we  want. Forget  about  the  old  foggy.  Let  us  go  today.  I may never ever get a chance to go again."
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"Aba, don't you dare call my Gran an old foggy. I want her to be treated with respect because she is elder to us and a very good person, as well as the fact that I love her a lot. Actually I want to be with Gran. If she comes to know of our trip, Gran  will  be  the  first  one  to  tell  me  to  go  with you, but I can't leave her to be alone, Aba. I have to stay with her.

This is my choice and say what you will, I will not go for the trip. I will stay with Gran."
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Aba  went  away  and  Tia  went  inside  and  she stayed  next  to  her  sweet  Grandmother,  who even  when  she  was  unwell  said,  "Tia,  don't worry.  You  don't  have  to  stay  here  with  me  all the time. Go and play, dear. I will call you if you I need something."
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