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            We learn that "justification" is more than the commonly heard expression, "as if I had never sinned". While partly true, like many other expressions, it falls short of the truth. Justification frees the sinner from all guilt for all sins in the judgment of God; it also places him before God in a state of perfect and declared righteousness that can never be altered or lost.

It is obvious that sinful and condemned man cannot justify himself. Only the Judge can satisfy His own requirements of righteousness. The court of man can never justify a condemned man who is really guilty of committing a crime; it can pardon him or set aside the judgment, but if one is really guilty, it cannot justly declare him "not guilty" without failing in justice. Only God can do so, and only by satisfying his just demands of judgment against the sinner. Therefore, God sees the sinner justified in Christ, and can bestow upon him all the blessings of that position. 

 

Joel Portman
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Introduction
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We believe that God has created and ordered the universe (ages) to realize and express His own purposes. James expresses: "The Lord says, who makes all these things known from ancient times" (Acts 15:18). ́His creational work and the revelation of the events of the ages have this planned purpose; this purpose includes, in large , His intent to teach men the truths about Himself through the things He has made (Ps. 19:1-4, Rom. 1:20, Heb. 11:3, Acts 17:24-27, Eph. 3:9-11). If we understand this blessed truth, it will enable us to see that He has designed each element of creation with its particular characteristics and habits to serve His purpose, to illustrate Divine and spiritual truth.

In the same , we also believe that He has ordered the events of history and recorded these events in His precious Word to teach the truths by way of principle, precept or pattern, so that we might be better able to understand more of His blessed ways. The Word of God has a depth and depth beyond our ability to understand or comprehend, and we do well to appreciate its order which clearly indicates the Divine Author desiring to communicate His will and revealing Himself to the Sons of Men.
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Order of Word of God

[image: ]




Those who approach the precious Word of God without appreciating its harmony and uniqueness inevitably come to study it as they would any other ancient book. Therefore, they fail to receive spiritual edification or instruction through it, and degrade the spiritual and eternal purpose God has given it. As believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, we wish that our hearts, enlightened by the Holy Spirit and taught by Him, would appreciate the Divine order, even in the order of events and the books, not only of the New Testament, but also of the Old.

For example, one can discern an order in the arrangement of the New Testament epistles. In a sense, this order may be the result of man's disposition, but perhaps we could agree that God seems to have overseen that order for a purpose.

This order begins with Paul's great treatise on justification (Romans), which is the beginning and basis of our experience with God, and goes on to develop new aspects of the collective and individual life of the believer, as a result of God's work, ending with the revelation of the eternal future. Epı́stles dealing with the principles of the assembly follow that basic book, and then continue what may be called epı́stles that are more of the "character of the kingdom." Another order of the books of our Bible seems clearly to reflect a sequence of development of Divine truth revealed to men.
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Order of the first books of the Old Testament
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It is valuable to discern a spiritual order in the early books of our Bible, beginning with Genesis and leading us to that part of the story that describes Solomon sitting on the throne of his glory and reigning over an expanding kingdom secured through victories of his father, David.

Mr. A. M. S. Gooding has put it this way ("The Thirteen Judges"): "After the book of Judges, I repeat, are the biographies of Saul, David and Solomon. Saul, the man of the flesh, the enemy of David, is removed in order that the warrior king David may establish the kingdom, and Solomon may sit on the throne as the king of prosperity and peace. These three thus form a faint picture of the events that will take place after the church has been brought home.

I suggest, then, that the book (Judges) is applicable to teaching for the period from post-apostolic days to the rapture of the church."

Let us follow this order in a simple and brief way, in order to see the position of Judges and its relation to God's movements toward His people. We can distinguish a dispensational order that gives us an idea of God's dealings with mankind through redemption through His own Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Dispensations?
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We can only mention at this point that "dispensation" does not mean a definite period of time, although it may include that aspect. It is rather an arrangement, or a form of God's dealings with men, a set of certain conditions under which men were tested and in which God's purposes have unfolded. Mr. W. E. Vine says:

"A "dispensation" is not a period or epoch (a common, but erroneous use of the word), but a mode of dealing, an arrangement, or administration of affairs."

There are some who reject a dispensational view of the Scriptures. However, without condemning any personally, we are convinced that the dispensational approach to the study of the Scriptures is more consistent and produces far greater riches for the student.

"By "Dispensational Study," we mean the study of different ages, epochs, or dispensations into which the history of God's dealings with mankind from the beginning to the end of time is divided. Perhaps many readers of the Bible have never given serious thought to the obvious fact that God has had different methods of dealing with men from the beginning to the present. Even when there is not entire ignorance as to this, the distinction between dispensations has been dimly understood by most of God's people. Far be it from us for a moment to say that any portion of Scripture cannot be profited without this: but we fail in its full application and use unless we realize its position."

Other authors could be cited, along with the ancient and accepted statement regarding how to resolve difficulties in the Bible, "Distinguish the dispensations, and the difficulties will disappear."

Through this method of Bible study, we become aware of the progressive movements of God in His dealings with men and learn important truths from it.

Perhaps a brief consideration of the sequence of the early books of our Bible will help us to place Judges in its proper dispensational position. This may seem a bit tedious, but it may also be helpful in preparing us to consider the teaching of this book. Let's look at the basic illustration that each book presents us with.
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Genesis
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Undoubtedly, Genesis gives us the origin of truth, the first moves of God in His relationship with mankind, as well as the story of man's fall and disobedience to God. Genesis is often called "The Way of the Fall," and undoubtedly shows us the path of disobedience, along with the results coming from the fall of man and the entrance of sin into the Garden of Eden.

This book, placed at the portal of the Word of God, begins by presenting a typical picture of the creation, fall and redemption of man in chapters 1-2. These chapters also teach us the origin of all things that have been created. It typically represents the spiritual condition that resulted from a Divine work that introduced life, a kind of life that springs from the midst of death and darkness. What a picture for us of what we (including all mankind) by nature and in sin, far away and separated from God in the darkness of our sinful state! Yet we see the Spirit of God on the move (Genesis 1:2) manifesting His power resulting in fruit and a condition that God can enjoy in fellowship with mankind.

Genesis also shows us the origin of sin in the history of man. It teaches us the way of faith shown by the patriarchs, which Abraham first exemplified. We learn that what pleases God and wins one' acceptance before Him is believing Him (Genesis 15:6), a condition that contrasts with the unbelief that prevails in the human  heart.  Thus  we learn  what we  are  before God as sinners, and we also learn what God is looking for in the individual, "who believes in God." Additionally, God gives us shadows of Christ and the cross in Genesis, especially as we study Isaac as the "Only Begotten Son," and being offered by Abraham in chapter 22. In Joseph we see our Lord Jesus Christ, depicted in His rejection, His humiliation by His own brethren, and His final exaltation to the throne. Thus Genesis is the "seedbed" of the biblical truths that are developed throughout the rest of the book.
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Exodus

[image: ]




In Exodus, God teaches us the way out of the slavery of sin through the shedding and application of the blood of the one and only Lamb. It is always God's plan and work to deliver his people from death, slavery and even to bring them out of Egypt itself. Exodus is "The Way Out," and illustrates the work of our great Redeemer to deliver us from the power and presence of sin.

Sadly, we also learned that there were those who came out of Egypt, but that Egypt and its influences did not come out of them, a very common condition among the saints, even today!

We learn at this time that God desires to have a redeemed people gathered to Himself to hear His voice and be His special (precious) treasure. His intention is that they may live in a covenant relationship with Him, and He expects them to respond with desires to obey Him. Furthermore, we learn that those whom He has redeemed will have orderly lives and movements in relation to His proper dwelling place according to His commandment, for no doubt the Tabernacle is a graphic image of the local assembly of saints in the New Testament.
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Leviticus
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Having redeemed His people and ordained in His presence according to His will, God emphasizes that they will be a holy priesthood, fit for His holy presence and able to offer spiritual sacrifices (Hebrews 13:15-16) to Him. Their lives are to be clean and set apart to Him (Levı́ticus 11-16) and they are accepted and forgiven for the value of the Person and Work of the Lord Jesus (Levı́ticus 1-7). Therefore Levı́tico is called "The Way to Enter." God emphasizes that He also claims His people who have been redeemed by blood. As a result, our responsibility is to maintain lives conforming to His will and recognizing His claims upon us.
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Numbers
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Having dealt with their relationship to God in Leviticus, Numbers shows us their relationship to the world. , 1 Peter 1:1-2:10 teaches us our link with the Lord who has saved us, and in 1 Peter 2:11 - 5:13 seems to emphasize our relationship with the world in which we are "strangers and pilgrims." The same One who brought His people out of Egypt, intends to bring them into the land, sustaining them all the way and keeping before them the beauty and fruit of His purposes for them. Numbers shows us how God's people travel the "Way of crossing over," and we move in the same way through an arid and desolate world, in dependence on God to sustain us.

––––––––

[image: ]


We appreciate in this book, the grace and goodness of God manifesting the progression of His salvation and desires for His people. We learn that God never intended for His people then (nor now) to settle and feel "at home" in a wilderness; this is how the child of God should view the world today.

It is a sad reflection of the quality of our profession as Christians, if we are content and occupied with the empty pleasures of this life, pursuing its goals and ambitions as those who are "earth dwellers". We are "in this world," but we are not of this world. Is this not the teaching of Galatians 1:4, "to deliver us from this present evil age (age)"? Is it not also the expression of our Lord's heart in John 17:14-17, in His prayer for His people as their Great High Priest? We travel through, anticipating a better homeland (Hebrews 11:13-16), and it is sad if we deny this truth by our way of life.
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Deuteronomy
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According to the title of the previous books, we may call Deuteronomy "The Way to Continue," since it is concerned with strengthening and preserving the saints so that they may continue in the absence of their great leader. It seems that this book ties in with our blessed Lord's last words to His own in the upper room before He departed (John 13-16). Deuteronomy is more than a reiteration of the law, it is a plea from God because He seeks to reach the hearts of His people, desiring more than their outward conformity to His Word. He mentions their hearts 43 times in this book, and we learn of the importance of heart obedience to preserve us in our spiritual walk for God.

As Moses gave these last words to the people and then went up out of their sight for the last time, we think of Him who went away, up and out of sight of His disciples. But before He left them, He spoke tenderly to their hearts in His ministry in the Upper Room (John 13-17) that they might be kept from the world and from evil (John 17:10-16). We those who were with Him on that occasion, and His precious Words have often encouraged and strengthened His saints to press on in faithfulness to our absent Lord.
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Joshua
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The departure of Moses, the lawgiver and deliverer, who could not lead them into the land, brings a new leader on the scene. Our Lord said to His own in John 16:7, "It is expedient for you that I go away." He was expressing the value of His departure, in view of the coming of the Holy Spirit who "will guide you into all truth" (John 16:13) and who would establish the era, or dispensation, of the Holy Spirit of God on the day of Pentecost. He was sent to lead God's redeemed saints to the land that is often associated with the Ephesian truth, the fullness of God's blessing for those who are seated with Christ "in the heavenly places" (Ephesians 1:3). It would seem that Joshua is a figure of the Holy Spirit. He led the people victory after victory to possess the land, and then divided it among them by lot for inheritance. We, too, have an inheritance in Christ Jesus that is made real to us, for our enjoyment, through the work of the Spirit of God. It would be God's desire for His people today that they might also possess the land and not fail to go and enjoy what is so precious to Him who is our God.

It is important to note that the promised inheritance on earth cannot be truly possessed, were it not for the conquest of the occupying nations. To defeat the enemies that oppose us in spiritual places, we learn that it is through exercise and personal effort that enables us to enjoy the blessings associated with our position in Christ. Joshua divided the inheritance of the land to the 12 tribes of Israel so that their portion in the land would be determined by God's choice for them. However, we learn very quickly that the ancient inhabitants of the land were determined to stop their advance and prevent them from possessing it. This truth has its clear application to the early days of church history, as well as to the present day, individually, with respect to the life and blessings of the believer.
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Judges
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Now, having come to Judges, we can see that it follows the sequence of the previous books. Deuteronomy suggested to us the last words of our Lord before His return to glory, then Joshua points to our position in Christ in the heavenly places, and now we see in Judges the experience of God's people after the apostles were removed from the scene.

In this book, we learn of the need for Divine direction among God's people after those, like Joshua, having extraordinary power from God, are taken from the scene. The question then and now is, "Who will follow this standard and perform this work faithfully?" We find this summons once again repeated by Paul in his last epilogue to Timothy. He was not only concerned about Timothy's faithfulness in service, but also about the urgency of identifying those who would faithfully follow him (2 Timothy 2:1-2).

Judges is a sad record of the failure that followed the initial victories of the first chapter. However, even those initial victories were mixed with failure, and later under Judges the failures were mixed with victories, a hint of what has marked the testimony of the church from the beginning in the book of Acts. As F. C. Jennings suggests in his book on Judges, "It is a record of events ası́ written, not only to be a faithful history, but a prophetic illustration." It is an example of the truth of 1 Corinthians 10:11, that those things that are written, what happened to them, are written for our teaching. If we are not able to learn from their example, then we are certainly doomed to follow the same path.

Regarding this view, F. W. Grant writes, "To us, the typical application is too simple. If Joshua has shown us the portion and blessing of a heavenly people, Judges undoubtedly gives us the history of that people. The visible Church is seen here in its decay and corruption, its broken condition and captivity by its sins in the various forms of error and wickedness, together with God's way of delivering them from these, exemplified in many partial deliverances. The coming of the Lord, the only complete and final deliverance, could not, of course, be illustrated here."

Again, A. M. S. Gooding, in his book on Judges ("The Thirteen Judges") says: "The truth associated with them (the 13 judges) is best applied to the period beginning about two generations after the coming of the Spirit of God and the beginning of the church period, in other words, the post-apostolic period, similar to that which is presented to us in Revelation 2 and 3, in the letters to the seven churches of Asia ... I suggest, therefore, that the book is applicable to the teaching of the period from the post-apostolic days to the rapture of the church."

A careful study of Judges reveals that the events of the book are not in strict chronological order. Some of the judges worked simultaneously and the last events of the book actually occurred near the beginning of the book (See Appendix I: a chart of the suggested chronology of the book). However, the sequence of events in the book suggests that the Spirit of God has ordered this presentation for a purpose. We suggest that its purpose is that it might present a pictorial view of the church age and the course of God's acts to preserve His people.

The course of this book is a record of deviations, with God repeatedly intervening by raising up men to recover and deliver His erring, rebellious people. Since God's desire is always to bless His own, those men who ruled Israel represented His grace, mercy and patience with them. He was not willing that their testimony or history should end with such failure, therefore He raised up men who acted in His name to restore them and deliver them from the result of their sins. This story is summarized for us in Judges 2:6-23. God says in verse 18, that "the LORD was moved with compassion because of their groanings by reason of those who oppressed and afflicted them." As always, He acted with mercy toward them, and the judges acted for God to deliver and preserve His people. Paul emphasizes this in Acts 13:20, as does the psalmist in Psalm 106:34-47.

Likewise, during the time of church history, from Pentecost to the rapture of the church, God has repeatedly acted to recover His saints from the results of their own ways. However, he also outlines, in Revelation 2-3, the downward trend that mirrors the pattern observed in Judges, ending in the condition of Laodicea, where "everyone did what seemed good to him" (Judges 21:25). It is wonderful to see that even in such degenerate days, there were those who remained faithful, we admire those like Boaz (Ruth 2), who emerged from a famine as a "rich man" unlike Elimelech and his disastrous choice.
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Rut
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This beautiful, short book focuses on the revival of a desolate widow (Noemı́), who has moved far from God's place of choice, to lose everything in a Gentile land. This sad story is followed by her being blessed by her relationship with a Gentile bride who is betrothed to a wealthy man (Boaz). It is not difficult to see this as a figure of the wedding of the church, the Gentile bride of Christ, to Him who will also work to restore Israel to her place, a place far better what she has lost.

This anticipates the glorious future of Israel of which God repeatedly speaks in His Word, a future restoration that will be linked with the glory of Christ united with the blood-bought bride, the church. It looks forward to the time following the period of the church's witness that will begin with the rapture of the church and the resumption of God's relationship with His earthly people again. It is precious to see that the end Ruth clearly links this event with the coming of the great warrior King of whom David is a figure. We look forward to that longed-for day, and thank God for the nearness of that event that will lead us to Him eternally.

Ruth also represents for us the tremendous loss that results from leaving the place where God has placed us and where He has promised to bless us. Elimelech probably thought he was going to prosper in Moab (a figure of the world system around us), but , he lost everything in that strange land. Boaz , was a man who stayed where He knew the Lord had distributed an inheritance to him, and in that place he prospered and was a channel of blessing to others, as well as the means of restoration of Elimelech's family, after the few of them returned. There is no doubt that Boaz is also a figure of the Lord, as we have noted above, but he also characterizes a faithful child of God, who is not easily influenced by the difficult conditions that may arise among God's people.
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1 Samuel - 2 Samuel
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All these events culminate in the coronation of the king of peace who reigned over the largest expanse of Israelite territory. The conquered reign of David and the peaceful reign of Solomon were preceded by the king who was the people's choice, permitted by God to occupy the throne. Leaving aside the question of whether Saul was a true believer or not, we see in him the typical presentation of a man who pleased the people, but who was a constant impediment to the ascension of the rightful king to the throne. In this way, Saul suggests the anti-Christ.

David projects our minds to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in power and glory, vanquishing all His enemies and bringing all nations under His power (Zechariah 12:1-9, 14:1-11). This event will then lead us into the peaceful and prosperous reign, illustrated by the reign of Solomon, which will be His for the duration of the millennium and into eternity. His victory will move us into the reign of the kingdom and glory of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we, as His people, will reign with Him and enjoy the fruits of His labor and suffering.

Until then, we act under our present responsibility, as we recognize that our service for Him in this period of His rejection will determine our standing with Him in the day of His glory. Again, to quote A. M. S. Gooding, "These three (Saul, David, Solomon) form a faint figure of the events that will take place after the church has been brought home."
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Dispensational Order
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All these books point us to a dispensational order that God has given through His provision. Beginning with the darkness and disorder that characterizes us and this world in the confusion of sin, it ends at this point with an orderly government, with the lawful king reigning, and peace pervading the whole kingdom. Therefore, we can see that the book of Judges, describing the present period and God's way of dealing with men in this church age, represents an integral part of God's purpose in view of the attainment of that goal.

This should emphasize to us the importance of our responsibility to maintain the testimony in the name of our departed Lord until He comes. While the world around us has degenerated religiously and is degenerating , God is always calling for a faithful remnant, to maintain His principles until the end of our days. Zechariah exhorted the people in his prophecy (4:10), "For who has despised the day of small things?" (NKJV). Nothing can be small or insignificant if it is part of God's present purpose concerning His house and the testimony of His Name. Israel may well have felt some pity for the weak and humble state they were in at that time of the rescue. However, the point is that this was God's work and because it was, what He was doing was not going to be measured in terms of size or greatness. It was to be viewed in relation to the furtherance of His work on that day, and it was a call to their fervent response to His call to work, and their faithful adherence to His command. We will do well to respond in the same way as they did, when we think of the privileged part He has allowed us to have in maintaining something that is to His eternal honor and praise.
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Chapter 01: Compared to the Churches of Revelation 2 and 3
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Similarities between Judges and Revelation 2 and 3

A study of the book of Judges in relation to the letters to the seven churches and the characteristics of the church age indicates a correspondence that we can observe between the two. We will briefly summarize some of those relationships and then develop them further in our analysis of the book.
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A good start
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First, we see in both cases, that God's people started out well. However, even with their good start, the seeds of ultimate failure were among them and were seen in their actions. This good start, for Israel, was based on their rightful position, possessing the land and enjoying that inheritance that had been secured for them. They were enjoying the fruits of Joshua's faithfulness and ability as described in the previous book.

We find that this was true of the church in Acts. The believers were established in the truth of God, having come out by being separated from their identification either with Judaism, or with their former heathen associations. The Holy Spirit had opened to their view the panorama of truth concerning all that was theirs in Christ. By the apostles' teaching (Acts 2:43, 13:1) they were being fed with truths given by the Holy Spirit of God. More truth was to be revealed to their understanding as God gave gifts to the local assemblies and endowed the church with men (1 Corinthians 13:9-12, Ephesians 4:9-17). Like Israel on earth, they began to enjoy the fullness that God had destined for them in their redemption.

Writing to the assembly in Ephesus, the Lord calls attention to their knowledge of the truth by which they had examined those who proved to be false (Revelation 2:2-3). That knowledge was coupled with their works, labor and patience, so it was demonstrated in a reality of life and conduct. Thus we see the similarity that exists between the initial position and the beginning of Israel and the early church.
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Initial Zeal and the Desire for Progress
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Then, we note that they immediately showed zeal and desire to advance through the conflict to more fully possess the inheritance that was . In Judges, Judah took the initiative to exercise the legitimate authority that the Lord had entrusted to that tribe. This was an authority and leadership that was linked with Christ (Genesis 49:10). As they began the work to conquer the enemy, they depended on God to guide them and give them the necessary strength, and we see that the Lord worked on their behalf and delivered the Canaanites and the Perizzites into their hands (Judges 1:4). Furthermore, the people show a desire to advance in fellowship with their brethren (Judges 1:3, 17), a characteristic also seen in activities of the early church. This good beginning should continually characterize our activities and our service for God ; the self-sufficiency and independence of our brethren is not a good thing and usually demonstrates a spirit that is opposed to God's principles.
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The first signs of failure
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In the following, however, we cannot fail to note the early development of the failure. Perhaps in contradiction to what we have said in the previous paragraph, Judah's reliance on Simeon indicates a lack of trust in God. His inclusion may be justified knowing the close relationship their territories had (Simeon's possession was actually in Judah's, Josh. 19:1). However, it was an indication of Judah's failure when they depended on Simeon for success in battle, instead of depending entirely on God. God had given Judah notice to go up, but had said nothing about Simeon.

This also suggests a constant problem in Christian witness and service; there often seems to be an inability to rely unreservedly and confidently on God's power to carry out His work. Fellowship in the work is good and commendable, but there is a fine line between this fellowship and unwillingness to trust fully in the Lord. Furthermore, it is noted that, from the beginning, they failed to expel the former possessors of the land (Judges 1:19, 21, 27, etc.) They were only partially victorious, even though God had commanded them to expel everyone from the land. God knew the dangers of those nations remaining in the land and it was for their preservation  as a  nation  that  He  commanded  them  to  destroy  and expel them. As a result of their failure, Israel lost their separation and mingled themselves among the people (Judges 1:21, 27, 29, 30, etc.) This inevitably led to further weakness, and ultimately to their downfall.

We see the same pattern appearing in this period of the church. The initial separation and judgment of evil companions soon gave way to compromise and mingling with the unconverted. This was the characteristic of some in Corinth (1 Corinthians 10) and also seems to have been the case in other congregations. We especially see the case of Pergamum, in Revelation 2, where the church held hands to walk with the world, enjoying the closeness with the world that gave way to estrangement with the Lord.

These seven major nations of Judges (Deuteronomy 7:1) may have seemed overwhelming because of their power, but that was because Israel had taken its eye off God. Of course, they could make many excuses, such as that the enemy had more powerful weapons and iron chariots (Joshua 17:14-18, Judges 1:19). Excuses only indicate the unbelief at work in the hearts of God's people. From the beginning, they had left their "first love." The nations also became attractive to them, so they learned and practiced their customs, including religious ones. It is not difficult to see the same pattern appearing in the church period, and inevitably, this is always the result of the loss of separation from God's people. The nations of Canaan represent spiritual powers that are hostile to God's people, both internal and external powers that work to prevent blessing and fruit through faithfulness to the Lord.
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Development of failure

[image: ]




We realize that as time goes on in the history of Israel in Judges, as well as in the history of the churches, the power of the enemy seemed to increase. The servitude to the nations was generally for longer periods of time as the book progresses. This was, in large part, due to the increase in their sins and distance from God. We can see this trend  the table below:



	Nation in Power

	Years of Servitude




	Mesopotamia (3:8)

	8




	Moab (3:14)

	18




	Canaan (4:3)

	20




	Midian (6:1)

	7




	Ammon, Philistines (10:7)

	18




	Philistines (13:1)

	40





From this, we see that as time went on, the power of God's people seemed to diminish, while the power of the enemy increased. , we can see that the same pattern shows up in the church age, with less power now to overcome and progress spiritually than there was in the past. This pattern marked the first 2-300 years of the church, especially since the death of the apostles and those who immediately followed them. It follows the example of Israel in Judges 2:10, when, with the following generations, eventually there arose after them "another generation, which knew not the LORD, nor the work that he had done for Israel."

Not only were there generally longer periods of servitude in Judges, but it is extraordinary that their expressed desire for deliverance gradually diminished. In Judges 2:4, the people wept when the angel of the Lord came to Bochim and rebuked them. This is the only time we read that they wept before the LORD until chapter 20:23, 26 when their brethren of the tribe of Benjamin defeated them on two occasions and thereafter when they had almost annihilated Benjamin. Thus we learn that there was diminished sensitivity to the voice of God, and a sad lack of self-judgment with repentance, a condition that is also not unknown in our day.

Furthermore, in Judges 3:9, 15; 4:3; 6:6; 10:10 (5 times) they cried out to the Lord for deliverance from the dominion of the enemy. In ch. 6:10, they did not respond to God's warning, but worse, in ch. 13:1 there is no cry at all for deliverance. They were content to remain under Philistine bondage. Moreover, in ch. 15:11, they were ready to deliver Samson into the hands of the Philistines, instead of supporting him in his labor against the enemy! This only indicates a weakened condition that ultimately resulted in their contentment to submit to God's enemies, rather than depending on the Lord and moving in faithfulness to Him and His Word.

Likewise, in the church age we see a similar spiritual state in which elements of the spiritual powers of this world have so influenced what is called "Christian witness" that in some cases it is difficult to discern what is truly of God and what is of the world!



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Judges less spiritual
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Along with this condition of placid acceptance, we observe that the judges God raised up to deliver and rule his people were less and less spiritual as the book progresses. It should be noted that from Othniel to Ehud there is a decline, though not as marked as from Ehud to Barak, who was a man who refused to obey God if Deborah did not go with him into battle (Judges 4:8)! From Gideon to Jephthah we see a further descent. The character of the two men is a contrast: Gideon was busy threshing wheat to get food for and the people at a time of adversity, but Jephthah had been driven out by his brothers and was living with vain men. Moreover, Gideon responded directly to God's call to deliver Israel without preconditions, but Jephthah was called by the people and only served after negotiations with them (Judges 11:7-10). We could mark other contrasts by a study of these two men, such as their character after the victory: Gideon appeased his brothers with soft words (8:1-3) and refused to rule over the people, while Jephthah killed his brothers who opposed him (12:1-6) and wanted a place of prominence.

If there is a contrast between these two judges, we observe that the difference between Jephthah (including all the previous judges) and Samson is enormous. In Samson we find a man who had naturally the greatest capacity, the greatest power, the greatest share of God's "gift", but at the  time, the greatest carnality, self-centeredness and a complete lack of genuine spiritual exercise to deliver Israel. For example, we see a man who never prayed except for his own deliverance from his enemies (Judges 15:18, 16:28). Moreover, he mainly exercised his great power to carry out his own desires for revenge or personal gain. He represents the sad spiritual decadence and departure seen so evident today, which has been marked throughout the church .

We can also say that this deterioration seen in the judges only reflected the continuing spiritual decay of the people from whom they emerged and those whom God had called to lead. They were the product of their day, some better, but others more of the same. This is also true of those who function as leaders among the saints of the church age, they cannot be separated from the environment of the believers with whom they are associated and from which they came. If there is weakness among the saints, there will also be the same weakness reflected in those who are their leaders. Furthermore, the weakness of the leaders will produce weakness in the saints.
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The final condition
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Finally, at the end of Judges, we see a total disregard for spiritual apartness among them, as evidenced by Micaı́a and her house of idols that she built 17:1-6). We are aware that these chapters describe historical events that took place much earlier in the book. If these events took place earlier in Israel's history, what must have been their condition at the end of the period of Judges? These chapters have been placed here, in our opinion, for a definite purpose. God is showing that this will be the marked characteristic at the end of this church age. Israel could tolerate this kind of evil among them, at this point, without any objection.

However, after this sad but accepted condition, we observe the moral degeneration that inevitably follows spiritual evil, (Judges 19). It is very interesting that while the spiritual and idolatrous evil was not condemned, the country was extremely severe in judging the moral results emanating from it, so that they practically exterminated a tribe of Israel! Is this not the case with Christianity? Elements of the Babylonian religion are accepted and incorporated into the "Christian" cult, even though they would have been abhorrence of moral evil. However, since "every man did that which was right in his own eyes," moral depravity would inevitably creep in and cause great ruin to the whole testimony that God holds sacred to himself.
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