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"In an ancient kingdom hidden in the mists of Angola, a single lie unleashes the end of an era. When Luzala, the first liar, invents a forest spirit to cover up his hunting failure, he unravels the social fabric of Ndongo. Kangambo, the stonemason who was born from stones, sees in the new disorder an opportunity to erect a new kind of power — based on silence and denial. Together, they found the Order of the Shed Snake, while Teresa, the woman of the crucifix and salt, and Ndoki, the sorcerer who negotiated with death, become the last bastions against the rise of a perverted truth.A work where psychology, sociology, magical realism, and dramology intertwine in an epic Angolan narrative like never before told."
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PREFACE
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This story was not born from nothing. It sprouted from the ancestral soil of Angola, from the long shadows that baobab trees cast at dusk, from the whisper of rivers that carry memories older than any kingdom. Ndongo: The Invisible Kingdom is an attempt to weave, with threads of magical realism, the complex tapestry of human society —its founding myths, its structural lies, its struggles for power and soul. By delving into the psychology of my characters —Luzala, the primordial liar; Kangambo, the architect of silence; Teresa and Ndoki, guardians of conflicting truths  —I sought to explore how systems, whether political, religious, or social, are erected upon narratives. Some are fragile as spiderwebs, others hard as walls.   Ndongo is a mirror, perhaps foggy, of all the kingdoms we have built and destroyed, internally and externally.   This is an Angolan book, in essence and breath, but one that seeks to dialogue with the universal condition of man before power, faith, and truth. I hope that, as they journey through these pages, readers will find not only a fable, but an echo of the questions that inhabit us. With humility and respect for the traditions and history that inspired me...

Xavier António Dieiro Galambole

Luanda, under the night sky of Mussamba



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

[image: ]




To acknowledge is to recognize that no work is an island. This book is the fruit of a continent of support. First, to my family, firm root and inexhaustible source of resilience. To my grandmother, whose stories by the light of the petromax lamp planted the first seed of the marvelous real in my imagination. To my father, for discipline, and to my mother, for sensitivity—inheritances I carry in my writing. 

OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
Ndongo

The Invisible Kingdom

The Ascent of the Serpent
VOLUME I

Xavier Galambole





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





