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The Definition of Sin
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Sin is a profound and pivotal concept in Christianity, deeply rooted in the teachings of the Bible. It represents a moral failing, a separation from God, and a rebellion against His divine law. Understanding sin from a biblical perspective is essential for grasping the need for salvation, redemption, and the nature of God’s mercy. The Bible provides a comprehensive definition of sin, which includes both active rebellion and passive neglect of God’s commandments.

The primary biblical definition of sin is transgression—a violation of God's law. In the Old Testament literally means “to miss the mark” or “to err”. It implies a failure to live up to God’s perfect standards and to fulfil His will. Similarly, in the New Testament, the Greek word for sin carries the same meaning of missing the target or failing to meet the standard.

In 1 John 3:4, we read:


Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law. 



This verse encapsulates the biblical definition of sin as lawlessness—a disregard or disobedience to God’s moral law. God's law, which encompasses His commandments, moral principles, and His revealed will, sets the standard for human behavior. Sin, in this sense, is not just a personal failure but a rebellion against the Creator's authority and order. Whether in the form of actions, thoughts, or attitudes, sin is essentially a refusal to live in harmony with God’s divine expectations.

Sin is also portrayed in the Bible as a separation between humanity and God. In the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve's disobedience to God’s command resulted in their expulsion from paradise (Genesis 3). The first sin in human history brought a rupture in the relationship between man and God. Prior to their sin, Adam and Eve enjoyed fellowship with God. After sin, they were alienated from His presence.

Isaiah 59:2 states:


But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear. 



This verse emphasizes that sin creates a barrier between God and humanity. The holiness of God cannot tolerate sin, and therefore, sin leads to spiritual death and alienation. The Bible reveals that all of humanity is born into this state of separation due to man’s sinful nature passed down from Adam. As a result, sin not only affects our actions but also our relationship with God, distorting the intimacy and fellowship He desires with us.

Revealed in Romans 5:12.


Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 



Another way sin is defined in the Bible is as rebellion against God. The Bible portrays sin as an act of wilful defiance against God’s authority. In this sense, sin is not merely an error in judgement or a mistake, but a deliberate act of disobedience. Throughout Scripture, sin is depicted as rebelling against the sovereign will of God, as seen in the actions of Satan, Adam, and many others.

In Romans 5:19, Paul writes:


For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous. 



Here, Paul contrasts Adam’s disobedience (which led to sin entering the world) with Christ’s obedience (which provided the means of redemption). The act of disobedience is a conscious choice to oppose God’s will, and this disobedience perpetuates sin throughout generations. The Bible teaches that all people, because of Adam’s sin, are born into this rebellious state and need God’s intervention for reconciliation.

Sin is also depicted as missing the mark of God’s perfect righteousness. In Romans 3:23, the Apostle Paul explains:


For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 



This verse underscores the idea that human imperfection leads to sin. God’s standard of righteousness is absolute, and no human being can measure up to it on their own. Even the most well intended actions or moral deeds fall short of God’s glory because of the inherent sinfulness in humanity. No matter how hard one tries, sin is always present in the human condition, tainting every thought, word, and action.

Sin, then, can be viewed as an inability to meet the perfection required by God’s law. It’s not merely the “bad things” people do, but a fundamental flaw in humanity that prevents people from fully living according to God’s perfect will.

Sin is also defined in the Bible as idolatry—placing anything or anyone above God. At its root, sin is a disordering of priorities, where God is no longer central in one’s life, and other desires or idols take His place.

In Ephesians 5:5, Paul warns:


For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. 



Idolatry is not limited to the worship of physical idols made of wood, stone, or metal, but includes placing anything else—such as money, pleasure, power, or even self-interest—above God. In essence, sin is the act of making oneself or something else the centre of one’s life, rather than living in submission to God’s rightful place at the centre. This self centeredness leads to further rebellion, as people seek to satisfy their own desires at the expense of God’s will.

The Bible teaches that sin has severe consequences, both temporal and eternal. The wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23), meaning that sin results in spiritual death—separation from God—and, if left unaddressed, eternal separation from God. Sin brings suffering, brokenness, and death into the world, as seen in the consequences of Adam and Eve’s disobedience in the Garden of Eden.

Furthermore, sin also has relational and social consequences. It destroys relationships between individuals, communities, and nations. It breeds conflict, injustice, and oppression. The effects of sin can be seen in the violence, hatred, and division that pervade human history and society.

While sin is a severe and pervasive problem, the Bible also provides the remedy: Jesus Christ. The sacrifice of Jesus on the cross serves as the atonement for sin, offering forgiveness and reconciliation with God for all who repent and believe. Through His death and resurrection, Jesus broke the power of sin, offering freedom from its dominion and a restored relationship with God.

In John 1:29, John the Baptist declares:


The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. 



Jesus is the Lamb who takes away the sins of the world, providing the only way for humanity to be reconciled to God and escape the eternal consequences of sin. The Gospel calls people to repent—to turn away from sin and to trust in Jesus as the Savior and the one who offers forgiveness and new life.

The Bible defines sin as a transgression of God’s law, a rebellion against His authority, and a separation from Him due to our failure to meet His perfect standards. Sin is both a personal and communal reality that brings death, brokenness, and alienation. However, the Bible also offers the hope of restoration and redemption through the work of Jesus Christ. By trusting in His sacrifice and seeking His forgiveness, people can be freed from the power of sin and restored to a right relationship with God.
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The Origin of Sin
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To understand why all sin and all sinners are equal, we must first examine how sin entered the world. The Bible traces the origin of sin back to Adam and Eve’s disobedience in the Garden of Eden, as recorded in Genesis 3.

Before sin entered the world, God created Adam and Eve and placed them in the Garden of Eden, a perfect environment. He gave them everything they needed and only one command:


And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: 

But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 



This command highlights two key truths:


•  God gave humans free will – Adam and Eve had the ability to obey or disobey God.

•  God set a clear boundary – They were free to eat from any tree except one.

At this point, sin did not exist in humanity. Adam and Eve were in perfect relationship with God, living in harmony with Him and His creation.

In Genesis 3:1-5, Satan, in the form of a serpent, tempted Eve to doubt God’s word. His strategy was threefold:

•  Questioning God’s command – “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” (Genesis 3:1).

•  Lying about the consequences – “You will not certainly die” (Genesis 3:4).

•  Appealing to pride and self-sufficiency – “For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God” (Genesis 3:5).



This pattern of temptation still exists today. Sin often begins with doubt about God’s word, is fuelled by deception, and is acted upon through disobedience.

Eve, deceived by the serpent, saw that the fruit was “good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom” (Genesis 3:6). She ate it and gave some to Adam, who also ate. This act of disobedience introduced sin into the human race.

The consequences were immediate.


•  Guilt and shame – Adam and Eve realised they were naked and tried to cover themselves (Genesis 3:7).

•  Fear of God – They hid from God, breaking their close relationship with Him (Genesis 3:8-10).

•  Blame-shifting – Adam blamed Eve, and Eve blamed the serpent (Genesis 3:12-13).



These responses illustrate the nature of sin: it separates us from God, causes guilt and shame, and leads us to justify or shift blame rather than repent. Now because of their sin, God pronounced judgement:


•  On the serpent – It would crawl on its belly and be cursed (Genesis 3:14-15).

•  On Eve – Pain in childbirth and relational struggles (Genesis 3:16).

•  On Adam – The ground was cursed, and work became difficult (Genesis 3:17-19).



Most significantly, death entered the world—both physical death and spiritual separation from God as we see in Genesis 3 :19.


In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return. 



Paul later confirmed the impact of Adam’s sin in Romans 5:12:


Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 



This means that all people inherit a sinful nature from Adam. No one is born righteous; rather, everyone is born with a tendency to sin and a need for salvation.

Even in the midst of judgement, God gave the first glimpse of His plan to redeem humanity. In Genesis 3:15, He declared that a future descendant of Eve (Jesus Christ) would crush the serpent’s head, signalling ultimate victory over sin and Satan.


And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 



This verse foreshadows Christ’s sacrifice, which would ultimately provide a way for humanity to be freed from the power of sin.

Now we can understand the universal nature of sin.


•  Sin began with Adam and Eve’s disobedience but spread to all humanity.

•  Every human being inherits a sinful nature, making all people equally in need of salvation.

•  Sin separates us from God, and its consequences—death and suffering—affect all of creation.

•  Only through Jesus Christ can humanity be restored to a right relationship with God.



This foundational truth reinforces the central theme of the book: all sin and all sinners are equal. No one is more or less sinful than another because all have inherited sin from Adam and stand in need of God’s grace.
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The Consequences of Sin
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To fully grasp the idea that all sin and all sinners are equal, it is crucial to understand the consequences of sin. The Bible makes it clear that sin is not merely a moral failure—it is a serious offence against God that results in separation from Him and ultimately leads to spiritual death.

One of the most direct statements in Scripture regarding the consequences of sin is found in Romans 6:23:


For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 



This verse emphasizes a few key truths:


•  Sin has a price – The word wages implies that sin earns something in return, just as a worker earns wages for their labour.

•  The price of sin is death – This refers not only to physical death but also to eternal separation from God.

•  There is hope – Although sin leads to death, God offers the gift of eternal life through Jesus Christ.



This means that every sin, regardless of how small or great it seems in human eyes, has the same ultimate consequence—death. This is why all sin and all sinners are equal: no matter what sin a person commits, without Christ, the penalty is the same.

Sin does not only lead to physical death; it also separates people from God. This is made clear in Isaiah 59:2:


But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear. 



Because God is perfectly holy, He cannot tolerate sin in His presence. Just as light and darkness cannot coexist, sin creates a barrier between God and humanity. This separation means that:


•  People lose fellowship with God.

•  They cannot approach Him on their own terms.

•  Their prayers and worship become ineffective without repentance.



This applies to every sinner—whether one has lied, stolen, murdered, or committed adultery, the effect is the same: separation from God.

Many people believe that certain sins are worse than others. While some sins may have greater earthly consequences (for example, murder has more visible effects than lying), the Bible teaches that all sin results in guilt before God.

James 2:10 states:


For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all. 



This means that breaking even one of God’s commandments is the same as breaking all of them. A person who tells a lie is just as guilty before God as someone who commits a serious crime. In human courts, different crimes receive different punishments, but in God’s justice system, any sin is enough to make a person guilty.

Romans 5:12 explains how sin entered the world and how it affects every human being:


Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 



Adam’s single act of disobedience in the Garden of Eden brought sin into the world, and since then, every human being has been born with a sinful nature. This reinforces the idea that no one is better than another—we all inherit sin from Adam and are equally in need of redemption.

Before salvation, sin dominates a person’s life. Jesus described this in John 8:34:


Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin. 



Sin is not just a mistake—it is a bondage that holds people captive. Those who continue in sin without repentance are not free but are enslaved by sinful desires, habits, and actions.

Paul further explains this struggle in Romans 7:18-19:


For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not. 

For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do. 



This means that without God’s help, people are unable to break free from sin’s grip. No amount of good works, religious rituals, or personal effort can erase sin or restore a person’s relationship with God.

The Bible warns that sin has eternal consequences if left unrepented. Revelation 20:12-15 describes the final judgement:


And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. 

And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. 

And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 

And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire. 



This shows that sin ultimately leads to eternal separation from God in the lake of fire. The only way to escape this fate is through faith in Jesus Christ, who provides the only path to forgiveness.

Despite the terrible consequences of sin, God offers hope. The second part of Romans 6:23 says:


but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 



Unlike the wages of sin, which must be earned, eternal life is a gift that cannot be earned but is freely given through Jesus Christ. This is the central message of the Gospel:


•  Jesus took the punishment for all sin through His death on the cross (2 Corinthians 5:21).

•  His resurrection proves that He has power over sin and death (1 Corinthians 15:55-57).

•  Anyone who repents and believes in Him receives forgiveness and eternal life (John 3:16).



Why This Matters.


•  Every sin, no matter how small, results in separation from God and spiritual death.

•  No one can claim to be better than another because all have sinned and fallen short of God’s glory.

•  Sin enslaves people, making them powerless to free themselves.

•  Without Christ, all sinners face the same eternal consequences.

•  The only solution is faith in Jesus Christ, who offers the gift of eternal life.



This understanding forms the foundation for the book’s central message: All sin and all sinners are equal before God. The only difference is whether one has accepted the gift of salvation through Jesus Christ.
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Jesus Christ is the Only Solution for Sin
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Since all sin and all sinners are equal in God's eyes, there is only one way to be freed from sin’s consequences: faith in Jesus Christ. The Bible makes it clear that no human effort, religious practice, or moral lifestyle can remove sin—only Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross provides forgiveness and reconciliation with God.

Jesus made an exclusive and powerful statement in John 14:6:


Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 



This declaration confirms several key truths:


•  Jesus is the only way to God—there are no alternative paths to salvation.

•  He is the truth—all other teachings or philosophies fall short.

•  He is the life—without Him, people remain spiritually dead in sin.

•  No religious leader, prophet, or system of good works can replace Christ’s role as the sole means of salvation.



Because all sin is equally serious, it required a perfect sacrifice. Jesus took the punishment for all sinners by dying on the cross. 2 Corinthians 5:21 explains:


For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. 



This means:


•  Jesus, who was sinless, took the penalty for all sins—big and small.

•  His death satisfied God's justice, making it possible for sinners to be forgiven.

•  Through faith in Christ, believers are declared righteous before God.



Since all people are equally guilty of sin, Jesus' sacrifice is the only solution for every person, regardless of the severity of their sins.

Many believe that good deeds, religious rituals, or moral behavior can make up for their sins. However, the Bible clearly teaches that salvation is not based on human effort this is made very evident in Ephesians  2:8-9
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