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Chapter 1 Not Children

Wally laid outside under the stars with his girlfriend Willow. They were just outside of his cabin in the woods. It was a quiet and peaceful that night. Neither had any worries. They had been living together for a few months. Both had pointed ears, but hers could be hidden by her hair.

He gazed at her. “Willow, do you want children of your own someday?”

“What me? I don’t know. I like children, but I don’t know if I like them well enough to want one of my own.”

“Huh. I thought women wanted children in general.”

She shook her head. “No, that’s not true. I know women who don’t ever want to have children. They don’t like the idea of being pregnant.”

He blinked. “I didn’t know that.”

“You must have lived a sheltered life before you met me.”

“Yeah, I did.”

“Do you want children of your own?”

“Sure, why not? I’d love it if I could take my own kids camping out in the woods. I could teach them how to survive out in the wild.”

“Is that why you work at the Kids and Parents Great Adventure Store?”

“Yeah. I love kids and camping. I’ve been teaching classes in the store. They’ve been so popular with the kids and their parents that soon I’ll be teaching kids how to camp in the woods.”

“No wonder you’ve been so happy lately.”

“Well, there’s you too.”

They cuddled and watched the stars. They were happy and weren’t expecting anything bad to happen to either of them. They were still getting to know each other. Willow knew from previous relationships that things could change and the relationship could end. But for now, she didn’t worry about it. She was happy with Wally and that was enough for her.

Tomorrow while he was at the Kids and Parents Great Adventure Store, she would be busy making more potions for clients. She was a quite talented witch and knew the craft well. She was adept at making potions and charms for any occasion. She could make them to order per whatever people asked her for.

The police were at the crime scene. In the woods, they had found a small mutilated body. Initial scans confirmed it was the body of a child. Many of the police were gathering up evidence as they felt sick to their stomachs. This sort of thing shouldn’t be happening to children. That was one thing no one doubted.

The Guardian Liaison Zane arrived on the scene and asked for a report.

“It was a child.”

“A child? That’s not a good sign.”

“Should we call in Detectives Zelda and Julian?”

“That would be fine. They are fine detectives who don’t make you look like idiots.”

“I hope we’re not idiots or even fools.”

The Guardian Liaison smiled. “No, I think you got rid of the idiots and the fools out of your department for now. The rest of you do good work.”

“In spite of our limits?”

“Yes, in spite of those. You do realize we all have them.”

“You too? But you’re a werewolf!”

“Yes, of course. They are different limits of course, but still even I have them.”

“We’re glad it’s okay to ask for help now. Some of the cases we’ve gotten we couldn’t solve without Detectives Zelda and Julian.”

“I know. That’s why it’s okay to call them in now.”

“I think we know who this victim was. Looks like a missing child for the past several months.”

“We have to find the responsible person.”

“Yes. It appears it’s someone who likes abducting children and hurting them.”

They collected more data and sent a message to the Xenocryst Agency where Detectives Zelda and Julian currently worked. There was nothing more to be done now, but to take the body to the coroner and contact the family once identity was confirmed. The Guardian Liaison frowned at the dead body. Not only was this illegal, but very much against the Guardian code. He made some notes and didn’t interfere with the investigation in anyway. Zane didn’t need to. The police and the detectives knew what they were doing. The liaison was there in case the murderer was someone beyond their capabilities to deal with.
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