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We waited three and a half years. THREE AND A HALF YEARS. The actors grew up so much that the real-time gap between seasons is now almost as long as the entire series canon. Millie Bobby Brown got married and adopted a baby. The boys’ voices dropped. Some of the actors have spent more than half their lives on this show.

And finally, when Season 5 arrived... well, let’s just say Netflix might have messed up the calendar. You shouldn’t release something at Christmas if it’s going to ruin the holiday for half the viewers.
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Volume 1: Okay, This Isn’t So Bad
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The first four episodes (released on Thanksgiving) were actually... good? Episode four was epic, with 81 minutes of battle scenes, effects, and moments that make you jump out of your seat.

Will Byers finally got superpowers. Vecna looked even uglier (which is an achievement). Will Byers got hot - which no one expected, but everyone’s enjoying it. Even Kali (008) from Season 2’s most hated episode made an appearance, and somehow it worked.
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