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      Lieutenant Ione Anders of the Spokane Police Department stared at the blade sticking from the rear tire on her new issue Tahoe.

      It was a hunting knife, with a black leather grip and a short cross guard at the base of the hilt. A steel butt.

      Buried in the rubber to halfway along the blade.

      The tire was flat, the rim crushing it to the tarmac at the curb.

      The day was bright and cool. One of those fall mornings that are enlivening and refreshing. The street was in Willow Heights, one of the mid to low end suburbs. The plain clapboard houses were separated by wire fences, with the occasional white picket. Kids left their bicycles in the front yards and leaves were everywhere.

      Old, fat-trunked plane trees lined the street, their roots pushing up the grass on the verge. From a block or so away came the drone and crackle of a lawnmower.

      Closer, the whistling chirp of a bird. Anders glimpsed red feathers.

      Old Ford Tauruses and Toyota Corollas and similar vehicles were parked along the curb, both sides, ahead and behind Anders's vehicle. Some were well-looked after, but others had rust points and peeling laminate and cracked windshields.

      A newer vehicle swept by. A Lexus. Moving a little fast for a suburban street. Anders noted the plate number. Force of habit.

      She had two takeout coffees in a cardboard carrier,  and she set it on the Tahoe's roof. Two blocks away some enterprising college kids had set up a coffee spot in an old food cart. Espresso Willow. They staffed it on rotation, only open early in the morning. Their trade was roaring, between locals walking to the bus and their friends. The area was popular for less expensive accommodation for students.

      Anders glanced up at the house facing the Tahoe. A two-story place with a tiny front stoop. The ageing carport on one side was empty, save for a couple of local recycling and trash wheelie bins and a stack of firewood. The occupant, Cole Wright, didn't currently own a car.

      The upstairs windows on his room were still drawn, so he was still in bed. Ah, the life of the idle.

      Another couple of minutes she was going to have to wake him. He might even help with changing the tire.

      The Tahoe was only a couple of months old. Black police livery, with the Spokane decals on the sides, light pack across the roof and crash bars at the front.

      When she was behind the wheel, the thing purred and drove like it was riding on air. She'd gotten lucky to have the use of it. The department's vehicle renewal plan was falling behind, because money.

      Now she was going to have to call this in. She was on late starts right now, working eleven AM to seven PM. It took some getting used to, but shifts were part and parcel of being a cop.

      She photographed the blade with her phone, using several angles. There was a manufacturer's mark on the butt. Two stamped in letters. ST. Probably no use in helping to figure out who'd done the deed.

      Could be tough to get a decent set of prints off that leather hilt too.

      It wasn't like a planned and pre-meditated thing. Plenty of people around here didn't have much love for cops, despite the work the police did in the community to try to have a helpful and friendly profile.

      All that good work of family park barbeques and bouncy castles and arm wrestling got undone the moment you took someone's uncle away for dealing meth.

      This knife in the tire was more spontaneous. A crime of opportunity. Intended as a little retribution inconvenience. Something they knew wouldn't be worth pursuing.

      And still, she had to call it in. It would take ten, maybe fifteen minutes to get the tire changed. Then she'd have to drop the vehicle at the workshop to get the stabbed tire replace.
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