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Cosmo has been living in Rawr County for the last 10 years because he hates himself and wants to be miserable. Dragon Isle was no good for him. Everyone there was too happy and joyful. A dragon like him deserves to be unhappy.

When his family tries to set him up with a childhood friend to date, he blurts out a lie: he's engaged.

It's not true.

But when they surprise him with an unexpected visit, he grabs his nearest employee, Athena, and introduces her as his fiancée.

What could possibly go right?
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Cosmo

"This isn't going to fly."

I stared at the lion in front of me. Lewis the Lion, as I thought of the tall man in front of me, had the best beard I'd ever seen in my life.

I wasn't really sure how he happened to do it.

It really did feel unfair that some people were so able to grow a wonderful beard while the rest of us struggled and were left in the dust.

"Explain," I said, staring at my client. 

"You're trying to trick me,” he frowned suspiciously. Leave it to a cat to find suspicion even when someone was trying to do you a favor.

He thought I was trying to trick him.

Yeah, right.

I wasn’t trying to do anything of the sort. “Tricking” wasn’t something I was interested in doing with my clients. I would much rather solve their problems quickly, take their money, and go home to bed.

Lewis looked at me with an irritated expression on his face. He was a handsome fellow, to be sure. He’d fit right in with dragons, if he ever had the chance to hang out with any.

“I’m not trying to trick you.” I tapped the contracts in front of me. “But the way these are written is sloppy and it’s going to leave you open for a lawsuit. I’m not trying to get extra money out of you. They’re actually problematic.”

He needed to be careful. My friend Lewis ran a lucrative business. We all did. That was part of the draw of living in Shifter County, after all. Everyone here was either a shifter or dating one, and almost all of us ran companies of some kind.

Sure, some of those businesses were small and some were big, but they all had one thing in common: they were ours.

It was the kind of thing we loved, really. We all loved getting to be able to do what we enjoyed, spend time in the places we liked, and work with people who made us happy.

Lewis considered this for a moment. He wasn’t a lazy man, nor was he dumb. He was the kind of person I would trust with my life, and that wasn’t easy for someone like me to say.

A guy like Lewis was important to my own sanity. He really cared about his employees and his team. He cared a lot about making people happy. He cared about giving them a good life.

“What can we do about it?” 

There he was. He was asking the good questions. 

“I can help you,” I said. “We’ll rewrite the contracts and you should be good to go.”

“That’s it?” 

“That’s it,” I agreed.

“How do you do this?” Lewis leaned back in the chair and crossed his legs. He stroked his beard again – something he often did when he was thinking.

“Do what?”

“How do you make this seem so easy?”

I stared at him for a moment. Did I do that? Did I make things seem easy? I wasn’t sure that it was something I actually did very often. Most of the time, I felt like I was hanging on by a thread. I certainly didn’t think that I was doing anything worth mentioning.

“I’m just doing what anyone would do for a friend,” I finally told him.

The truth was that even though I presented myself as something of a dick, there wasn’t anything I wouldn’t do for my clients. Through thick and thin, I’d be there for them. When people came to me, whether they had been my client previously or not, I’d do whatever it took to help them get the outcome they needed and deserved.

I ran my own law firm, so I could be picky about my clients, and I was.

I didn’t represent people who were dicks.

Guilty or innocent didn’t matter nearly as much to me as whether someone was an asshole or not, but I very rarely dealt with any sort of criminal law. Instead, my practice centered on helping clients who had companies within the county. I did a lot of contracts for those organizations. Sometimes it was fun.

Sometimes it wasn’t.

I tapped the paperwork on the desk. “We need to tighten up the language.” I started explaining to Lewis how his new hire paperwork needed to look. He wanted to expand his company and I was happy to help him. As far as I was aware, he only had a handful of employees and they both worked remotely. If he was going to grow, then he needed to make sure his contracts were in place.

“How long is this going to take?” Lewis asked. Then he raised an eyebrow. “And what’s it going to cost me?”

“I can have these for you by the end of the week,” I assured him. “And I’ll give you the friendship discount.”

“Friends and family discount?”

“Trust me,” I shook my head. “My family doesn’t get a discount.”

“No?” Lewis raised an eyebrow.

“Never.” 

Not that I wanted to talk about them.

Not that I wanted to explain how my family worked.

There were some things a dragon could talk about and some things he couldn’t, and my family was one of the things I didn’t want to talk about.

It wasn’t that I hated them.

Of course, I didn’t hate my family.

Our relationship was complicated, though, and it was messy, and there were so many aspects to it that I just couldn’t get in control of.

My mother wanted me to come visit. I always did my best to have her and Dad fly out to see me instead, and I always cited needing to be close to work. The reality was that I just didn’t want to go. I didn’t want to be questioned by cousins or aunts or uncles or even old friends about why I wasn’t married or why I hadn’t “settled down.”

Everyone else had “settled down.”

Everyone else had mates.

Not me.

There was no mate for Cosmo.

The problem wasn’t that I couldn’t find someone or that I didn’t want someone, though. Nope. The problem was that I very much wanted someone, and that someone was my paralegal.

And not only did she barely know I existed, but she was completely and totally off limits.

And I knew it.

Oh, I fucking knew it.

*
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FINALLY, OUR CONSULTATION was over.

Lewis left and I leaned back in my chair. I slumped there and closed my eyes for just a moment, wishing that it was the end of the day and I was at home in my study. 

While many of the shapeshifters in Rawr County loved these cute, tiny little farmhouses, I wanted something extravagant.

Perhaps it was because I’d grown up on Dragon Isle. During my youth, I’d spent all of my time exploring my family’s mansion. It had been with us for generations and there was no chance we’d ever get rid of the damn place.

I was certain Mom and Dad were going to try to leave it to me, but I didn’t want it.

I would much rather have them leave the place to my younger sister, Nancy. She was a better dragon than I was and she deserved it on every level.

Nancy still lived on Dragon Isle and she loved it. The last time I’d checked, she was living with a few other dragon shifters in a rental house, which I hadn’t even known existed. It was probably the only one on the island. Either that, or the story was fake and made up to elicit some sort of emotional response from me.
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