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To my daughters-in-law, who have enriched our family with their warmth and kindness.
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            "Forgiveness is the fragrance that the violet sheds on the heel that has crushed it."— Mark Twain
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As a pastor, I am always captivated by the depth of the short book of Philemon, despite its single chapter. In just twenty-five verses, the apostle Paul captured the essence of the gospel: reconciliation, grace, and Christ's transformative power in our relationships. From Slave to Brother encapsulates this essence with clarity, passion, and insight.

This book transcends a mere examination of an ancient letter; it’s an invitation to lead a different life. It urges us to see people not by their past or social status, but through God's redemptive love. In a world fractured by race, status, and history, the message of Philemon is not just relevant—it’s revolutionary.

The author guides us on a journey that is both theological and profoundly personal. Paul's message to Philemon mirrors Christ's call for us all to forgive, embrace, and see God's image in others. This isn’t just the story of a runaway slave named Onesimus; it’s our story as well. We have all sought to flee, yet we are all invited to return—not as slaves, but as brothers and sisters in Christ.

Whether you are new to Philemon or have read it many times, I believe this book will deepen your understanding of grace and inspire you to pursue reconciliation in your own life, just as it did for me. 

May you find guidance in this book, discovering how the gospel can change everything, just as Paul learned.

Pastor Peter Kit Wan Ku

8/5/2025
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Preface
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The Epistle of Philemon is often overlooked in the Christian canon, overshadowed by longer letters and books. This brief letter conveys a powerful message about the transformative essence of grace in the Christian faith. It confronts social injustice, personal grievances, and relationship dilemmas, advocating for a gospel-centric approach that redefines our human connections.
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