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Introduction 

	This book focuses on the KENYA CERTIFICATE OF SECONDARY EDUCATION English Papers 101/2 – in which candidates answer questions based on an EXCERPT taken from a specific set text studied during the course to earn 25 marks – and 101/3 – in which candidates answer 3 questions (each with 20 marks) in two and a half hours. The skills taught here, however, are applicable to any examination. The only thing required is to examine the time and marks given in your own exam and make appropriate adjustments. Some College exams, for instance, require the student to answer a question in ONE HOUR to earn 25 marks. The candidate should adjust the time suggested here and paragraphing to fit this particular exam. 








Following its predecessors, Reading Margaret Ogola’s The River and the Source, Reading Bertolt Brecht’s The Caucasian Chalk Circle, Reading John Steinbeck’s The Pearl and Reading Henrik Ibsen’s A Doll’s House, this book embraces the design of that quartet. It shows you how to deal with Blossoms of the Savannah through comprehension questions to arrive at an understanding that allows you to communicate with both Ole Kulet and his critics or critics of similar texts. This advances from the researched, tried and proven theory that literature students underachieve because their approach to literary texts and their presentation of answers is wanting; a student has to know a text fully to discuss it and present personal opinions. To do so, one needs to read the text and consult other critics to form a balanced opinion. Similarly, many students study thoroughly but still fail to do well because their presentation of ideas is inadequate.

This guide book lets you discern the elements of literature – plot, theme, character and style – on your own. It helps you understand Blossoms of the Savannah so as to grasp the plot, infer themes, characters and style without necessarily consulting a teacher. To do so, follow the questions at the end of every section and answer them truthfully. Where this is difficult, go back to the particular section and reread it keenly before continuing. 

This text contains a series of twelve questions after every section. The first set of four questions helps you identify important facts from what is read. The next set helps you interpret these facts in order to see their significance. This should help you see the connectedness of the plot and also understand characters thus making the novelist’s intention clearer. The last set of questions helps you apply - label - what is interpreted, that is, see what has been interpreted in terms of themes, character traits or elements of style because, after all, this is the point of studying any literature text. This is what an examiner will ask.

To do this, it is important to understand that the first question should lead to the fifth and the fifth to the ninth. The second should lead to the sixth and the sixth to the tenth and so on. By the time all the questions have been answered, the elements of literature you are meant to derive from this text should become obvious. For the teacher using this text, these sets of questions help you test the student’s understanding of the plot before proceeding to a detailed analysis. The second and third set of questions indeed help the student in this analysis so that by the time the student is through with the plot, all that is required is a collation of the elements already discovered. This should help the student in debating themes, character traits and elements of style discussed after the plot analysis of the book.

This book also contains a detailed guide on how to go about context and essay questions and how to interpret, plan and write down your answers with a view to earning all the marks given for every question. This should help the student to see how many marks have been earned and where marks have been lost in an exam situation. It is encouraged that the student and the teacher do this practically in class because it helps the student to think like an examiner.

The Author 

A prolific writer of fiction, Henry Rupes ole Kulet has enjoyed a wide writing career spanning close to fifty years. Born in 1946 at Enkare Ngusur village, he attended Siyiapei Primary school and later went to Kilgoris for his Upper Primary education before proceeding to Narok High School. It was here that he discovered his writing talent after an article he wrote – which was inspired by President Jomo Kenyatta’s visit to their school – caught attention after being published in a major newspaper. He studied for a diploma in personnel management before being employed by the Kenya farmers Association. , 

Ole kulet has been a champion of both Maasai culture and environment capturing their cultural and historical experiences. Each successive novel reveals some intricacy of Maasai culture. His characters exhibit existential problems to do with the cultural clash between the old and the new. They show the attempt to live and be relevant in a changing society, especially because the Maasai have been able to largely stick to their culture and traditions in the face of debilitating colonialism and westernization. Many of his novels have also used the girl child as an agent of change in an emerging society. Ole Kulet first arrived on the literary scene in 1971 with the publication of Is it Possible? He was then twenty-five years old. He followed this with To Become a Man in 1972, The Hunter (1985), Daughter of Maa (1987), Moran No More (1990) Bandits of Kibi (1999) and Blossoms of the Savannah (2009). 

His novels have been read and studied near and far. Is it Possible and To Become a Man have been set books in East Africa. The two novels have also been translated into French, German and Swedish. His novel Vanishing Herds won the 2013 Jomo Kenyatta Prize for Literature following in the footsteps of Blossoms of the Savannah which had won the same prize in 2009.

The Text 

Blossoms of the Savannah which won the 2009 Jomo Kenyatta Prize for Literature is a classic Ole Kulet novel. While keeping true to Maasai setting and characterization, the novel focuses on the issue of Female Genital Cutting often referred to as Female Genital Mutilation or FGM. Its peculiarity is the fact that this topic has been associated with female writers especially western feminists. The novel tackles this sensitive topic against the background of teenage rebellion, parental and patriarchal authority as well as material greed. Parsimei Ole Kaelo finds himself compelled to move to the countryside to start a business after being retrenched. He falls prey to Oloisudori Loonkiyaa, a ruthless business tycoon well known for his extortionist tendencies. This time however, Oloisudori wants payback in form of Resian, one of Ole Kaelo’s daughters. This daughter must be prepared for him by going though circumcision so as to become a fitting, socially accepted wife for Oloisudori. 

However, the father and the businessman get a lot more than they bargain for. Resian runs away from home to avoid both the marriage and the forced cut. Aided by unlikely people, she ends up at the farm of Minik ene Nkoitoi, a hated feminist who runs a rescue home for girls running away from forced marriage and forced circumcision. When Oloisudori comes in hot pursuit of either Resian or her sister – who is also rescued by Minik’s agents after being forcefully circumcised – he faces up to the uncompromising Minik. His stubbornness leads to the loss of his gleaming fleet of limousines which goes up in smoke and he and his cohorts have to flee. Resian and her sister finally join Egerton University which has been their shared ambition from the very start.
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