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This is a work of nonfiction written for children.  

All information is presented for educational and entertainment purposes.

Football Wonderkids is a book series concept.

Intro

Hello soccer/football fan,

you’re holding something very special in your hands: a book full of football dreams.

This isn’t just about goals, tricks, and trophies. It’s about the stories of kids who started out small – just like you. With a ball in the garden, on the playground, or in a little sports hall. Back then, nobody knew they would one day become world stars. But they already had a dream.

Sometimes the road was tough: injuries, homesickness, setbacks. But they all had one thing in common: they never gave up. They believed in themselves, trained hard, and never lost the joy of playing football. That’s exactly what made them the great players who inspire millions of people around the world today.

And you know what? You can live your dream, too. Every great star once began with their very first training session – just like you.

To make things even more exciting, our mascot Maily will guide you through this book.

Maily shows up in every chapter, asks you questions, shares funny facts, and reminds you: even the greatest footballers were once children who just wanted to play.

This book is meant to give you courage. Courage to believe in yourself when things get tough. Courage to dream big. And courage to keep playing – no matter how many setbacks there are. Because every football dream can come true.

So get comfortable, turn the first page, and join our football wonderkids on their journey from the playground to the big stadium.

Your WONDERKIDS UNIVERSE

Where football dreams hit the net
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Maily: Your Wonderkids Guide

[image: Maily spielt Fußball im Sonnenschein]

Woof! I’m Maily — your football buddy in this book.

I’ll be with you in every chapter, cheering you on and showing how young players grow into real football heroes.

Between the chapters, I’ll introduce you to some of the greatest players from many different eras — legends every fan should know.

And psst... there are surprises waiting, so keep your eyes open!

Enjoy the magic of Football Wonderkids— let’s start our adventure together! 

The First Contact

THE ROAR OF THE STADIUM

The stadium shakes as if a storm has landed inside it. Tens of thousands of fans rise to their feet the moment Lionel Messi touches the ball. Bright floodlights slice across the grass, and every camera in the world zooms in on the tiny number 10 moving with impossible calm. A defender charges toward him, but Messi shifts his weight slightly, and the opponent slips past like a shadow. Another rushes in, then another, but Messi keeps dribbling, each touch perfectly measured, almost whispering to the ball. The crowd grows louder, the chants merging into one thundering heartbeat. “Messi! Messi! Messi!” A gap opens for just a split second. Messi looks up, raises his left foot, and fires. The ball curves through the air like a comet, spinning toward the top corner. The goalkeeper stretches, but he is too late. The net snaps. The stadium erupts. Flags wave wildly, parents lift their kids onto their shoulders, and commentators yell sentences that will be replayed for years. It feels like magic. Pure, impossible, beautiful magic.

––––––––
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THE MEMORY BEHIND THE MOMENT

As the roar washes over him, Messi thinks of something far away from the screaming crowd. He remembers a dusty field in Rosario, Argentina, where a small boy chased an old football until the sun disappeared. He remembers kicking the ball against the wall of his grandmother’s house, practicing the same left-foot touch again and again, dreaming of moments no one else could imagine yet. He remembers being tiny but fearless, dribbling past kids twice his size, running home with a smile that stretched across his whole face. And he remembers the feeling — the quiet belief that the ball belonged with him, that they understood each other, that one day the world would hear his name. The roar of the stadium fades for a moment, replaced by the soft echo of that childhood dream. And as Messi jogs back to the center circle, he knows the dream never left. It simply grew with him.
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Chapter 1 – Childhood 
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The Little Boy from Rosario

Rosario, Argentina, wakes slowly in the early morning, the warm sun brushing across rooftops and narrow streets. In a small neighborhood called La Bajada, a tiny boy with big brown eyes steps outside with a football tucked under his arm. His name is Lionel Andrés Messi, and even though he is still incredibly small for his age, there is something unmistakable about the way he moves toward the dusty street. The ball isn’t just a toy to him; it feels like a part of his body. He sets it down, nudges it with his left foot, and the sound echoes softly between the houses. Dogs bark, neighbors greet each other, and the world goes on as usual, but for this little boy everything begins and ends with the ball. His grandmother, whom he calls “Abuela Celia,” watches from the doorway with a proud smile. She sees what others do not yet see. “Go on, Leo,” she tells him gently. “Play. You’re going to be someone special.” Messi believes her. Maybe not with his words, but with the way he spends every free minute chasing the ball across the ground, squeezing through narrow alleyways, dribbling past parked bicycles and buckets of water. He is tiny, barely noticeable in a crowd, but the ball seems to shine brighter when he touches it.

Family, Home, and Early Moments

Messi grows up in a close, loving family. His father, Jorge, works in a steel factory, and his mother, Celia, has a job in a magnet-making workshop. They don’t have much money, but the house is filled with warmth, laughter, and the kind of small daily routines that kids remember forever. Messi shares a bedroom with his brothers, Rodrigo and Matías, and the three of them talk late into the night about football, heroes, and dreams. Their sister, María Sol, is the youngest, and Leo protects her in the quiet, gentle way he does everything. In their small home, the walls carry the voices of kids running in and out, friends knocking to see if Leo can come play, and the sound of a ball bouncing at almost every hour of the day. Messi has simple hobbies: he loves watching cartoons, playing video games, and building little goalposts out of chairs and pillows in the living room. But football remains the center of his world. Even during dinner, he taps the ball softly under the table until his mother gives him a look. “Leo, sit still for once,” she says, though everyone knows he can’t. His feet are always moving, as if music only he can hear is guiding them.
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