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In the dream, it slowly came down from the ceiling. Hairy and round, with squirming lines protruding from its lower body like the legs of an attic spider. His eyes weren’t completely open. For whatever reason, it was difficult to open them. He felt like a child watching a frightening picture through squinted eyes. As it drew nearer he turned his head, trying with all of his might to get the rest of his body to follow, but no matter how many times he threw his head on his pillow the rest of him stayed still and the thing continued to fall.

He blinked, and it was closer.

He blinked again, and it stopped in the air.

He blinked a third time, and it was so close it tickled his cheek.

He could not turn away. Its presence beguiled him. And, as he stared like a man possessed into the opening of something uglier than the foulest corners of his imagination, the thing opened up, dropped over his face, and his screams were muffled as his entire body convulsed.
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