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            "What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny matters compared to what lies within us." 

— Ralph Waldo Emerson 
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Life Without Reflection
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In the rural village of Mirinah, there lived a seven-year-old boy named Johann. He was not like the other children in town. While they shouted names across playgrounds and sculpted castles from sun-warmed sand, Johann wandered—where the map blurred into fields, unfolding forests, with footpaths meandering through the still dreaming world before dawn. 

His hair curled in a nest of shadows and sunbeams. And his eyes—wide, searching the world like lanterns in a fog. The townsfolk often said he looked like someone listening to music no one else could hear.

Yet for all his wonder, there was a peculiar absence. Though he was not blind, Johann had never seen his own face.

The home he shared with his mother had the feel of an abandoned theater: heavy drapes hung across every window, casting rooms in perpetual twilight. Candlesticks stood like props, rarely lit. Even the cutlery was dulled and tarnished deliberately. And all the mirrors were gone—removed and hidden away. Their absence made the house feel like a stage long past its final performance, a place where reflection had once existed but had since been forbidden.
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