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    “Yo me he hecho solamente esta pregunta: ¿He Nacido De Nuevo ? e instó a que cada uno de ustedes a que se examine honestamente sobre este asunto de extrema importancia. No hemos de quedarnos satisfechos a menos de que en verdad sepamos que así es. ¡Que cosa tan terrible sería que dudara si soy un hijo de Dios o no, si estoy en el camino del cielo o no! ¡Que Dios nos conceda que ninguno de nosotros tenga tal duda, ni siquiera por una hora, sino que tengamos absoluta certeza sobre este punto, por misterioso que sea!”.








— Charles Spurgeon
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Introduction
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The apostle John is second only to Paul in his contribution to the New Testament scriptures. For several reasons we accept that he is the author of the fourth Gospel, not the least of which is his intimate knowledge of the Lord himself, 2.24, 4.1, 19.28, and of the holy land, 1.28, 2.1, 3.23. Moreover, he knows the disciples in a special way, giving evidence that he was an eyewitness, 1.40, 6.8. 

But John makes no mention of himself. When we consider the specific way in which he names the persons, we have to conclude that it is he who is not named in 13:23 ("one of the disciples, whom Jesus loved"), 20:2 ("the other disciple" ran to the tomb), etc. If someone else had written this Gospel, it would have been strange to omit the name of a person as well known as the apostle John.

The Gospel was written towards the end of the 1st century when John was of advanced age. He remembers in detail the glorious days of his youth when he walked with the Son of God. His is the last of the Gospels and he takes it for granted that his readers are already aware of certain notorious facts. He defines the motive of his narrative: as "that believing, you may have life in his name", 20.30, 31.

From the abundance of material available, the apostle carefully chooses certain details, so that we believe that Jesus is the fulfillment of the ancient prophecies, and more than this, the Son of God. For John, the Messiah has the nature of God himself and by believing in him men can rejoice in the possession of eternal life.

The passage 21.24, 25 can be seen as a brief summary of the Gospel: "This is the disciple who testifies to these things, and he wrote these things; and we know that his testimony is true. And there are also many other things which Jesus did, which if they were written one by one, I think that even the world would not contain the books to be written. Amen. He reminds us of John's reliable testimony and of the wonder of Christ, for in recording all that he did, the world could not contain it. If 20:30, 31 says that he wrote that we might believe for a blessing, these two verses say that he wrote his testimony and the fullness of his inexhaustible theme. 

John employs a restricted vocabulary, using the same words over and over again. Nevertheless, he has a profound discernment of the peculiarity of divine revelation in Christ.

We can know it as the structure of the Gospel: 

- The Person stated in chapters 1 to 4 

- Its power contested in 5 to 12 

- His passion described in 13 to 21.
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Chapter 1.1 to 14 

The Word
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We know that John was a fisherman, and at the beginning of his Gospel he takes us into deep waters. He refers to our Lord as the Word, the Word, and in so doing says something of his pre-existence. The Word dwelt with God, a fact which makes known his very personality and also the delight the Father had in him. As the Word, he can give expression to God, since he partakes of the essence of his nature.

Having written of his superiority over creation, John says that the Lord came into his own world but his own people did not welcome him. Having entered the world, he was rejected by the Jews but received by certain individuals. By simply accepting him, they became children of God. This theme of revelation, rejection and reception is one that recurs in this Gospel.

John refers to believers as sons of God, emphasizing the new relationship. For John there is only One who is the Son of God, 1.18. However, the Godhead has collaborated to make us sons:

- From God the Father, 1 John 3.1: See what love the Father has given us, 

so that we may be called children of God. 

- Of the Son, John 1.12: ... gave them authority to become children of God.

- Of the Spirit, Romans 8.16: The Spirit itself bears witness to our spirit, 

that we are children of God.

By accepting Christ, we have been born into the family of God by a divine act, 1.13. This birth has nothing to do with blood (descent), nor flesh (desire), nor male (design), but with God (deity), so that believers become partakers of the divine nature, 2 Peter 1.4.

The Word, not ceasing to be what he always was, became what he had never been, flesh, and tabernacled among us, 1.14. His glory was displayed, and John goes on to speak of this unique glory of the only begotten Son of God. Throughout his Gospel, he sees in Christ the fulfillment of the Old Testament tabernacle: 

Door at 14.6, 

The copper altar at 1.29, 

The source in chapter 3, 

The table in chapter 6, 

The lamp in chapter 9, 

The altar for incense in chapters 14 to 17 

The ark of the covenant in 1.1.

Only John speaks of Christ as the only begotten. It is an expression that carries the idea of uniqueness and deep affection, as we perceive in the Old Testament: "Take now your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love; you did not refuse me your son, your only son," Genesis 22.2, 12, "from my mother's womb, you are my God," Psalm 22.10; "mourn as for an only son," Jeremiah 6.26. The Lord Jesus is full of grace and truth, a further affirmation of His deity: Exodus 34.6, "Jehovah.... great in mercy and truth".
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Chapter 1.15 to 51

Found to Find 
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John the Baptist is faithful in his testimony to Christ, and it is not long before others accept the Savior. The section is rich in its many descriptions of the Lord Jesus Christ; 1.17, the One through whom came grace and truth. The law was given by Moses and brought with it the knowledge of sin. It says "do," but grace says, "believe." He is the only begotten Son, who fully expresses the Father and was known as Jesus, 1.18, 29, 36, etc.

He is Lord, but the Baptist points to Him as the Lamb of God, 1.23, 29, 36, a hint that His work is efficacious in its attention to sin. At his baptism he is pointed out as the Son of God, a truth imparted to Nathaniel also, when the latter recognized the superior knowledge of Christ, 1.34, 49. He is the Christ, the true Messiah, and the Son of Man, 1.41, 51, as well as King of Israel, another title emphasizing his Deity; see 1.49 and Zephaniah 3.15, "Jehovah is King of Israel in the midst of you." Twice in the section he is referred to as the Rabbi, or Teacher; may we be willing to receive his instruction!

The characters presented are very interesting. John the Baptist takes the attention away from himself and directs it to Christ. John was a voice; Christ is the Word, 1.23, 1. Andrew is challenged, "What do you seek?" This question makes us consider our own motive for following the Lord. Do we follow Him? The supreme question is why. Simon is led to Jesus by his brother Andrew. Peter turns out to be the captain of the boat, 21.3, and Andrew the rafter, always bringing some to Christ, 6.9, 12.20 to 22. John himself stresses the importance of not only coming to Christ but dwelling with him. Philip is located and called by the Lord, and in turn finds his friend Nathanael, who is amazed at the absolute wisdom of the Son of God.

We must reflect on whether we are willing to be just a link in the chain that leads souls to Christ. There is a beautiful sequence here in terms of personal testimony. First the Baptist cries out, "Behold the Lamb of God"; then Andrew and Philip affirm, "We have found"; and finally Philip invites, "Come and see". All three elements are present: declaration, testimony and invitation. There is no better approach.
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Chapter 2.1 to 11 

The First Signal
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It was an occasion of rejoicing that Christ chose as the background for His first miracle. John clearly remembers the outstanding day when a certain wedding took place in Cana of Galilee. The Lord was a man of sorrows but He also knew how to rejoice with those who rejoiced. The next sign in chapter 4, when the centurion's son was healed, is associated with sorrow. Whether seasons of rejoicing or sorrow, it is Lord. How interesting it is to note that he did not perform his first miracle in the capital but in a remote village. It is so characteristic of him to order events in this way and in this we see his great humility and entire lack of ostentation.

The Lord proved to be an ideal host, and the best way to begin married life is to be in His presence! Since all the wine had been distributed, He proved to be more than able to meet the need. John explains very simply that he changed the water into wine, thus symbolizing the displacement of the former washing of Judaism by the superior, inner joy that only Christ can give; "in thy presence is fullness of joy; delights at thy right hand for evermore", Psalm 16.11; "we glory in God through our Lord Jesus Christ", Romans 5.11. We observe that the wine followed the water; from it proceeded and surpassed it!

John speaks of the Lord's miracles as signs, that is, miracles with a message. In this first sign he dispenses with the long process involved in the production of wine, and by his word alone the Lord directly changes the water into wine, and of the best quality. The consequence of this manifestation was a deeper faith on the part of the disciples.

Others saw this great event happen but in reality it was only the disciples who received the benefit. Others may be affected by it, but only those who love and trust him really learn the truth about his person.

It is instructive to note who was present. We note John's respect for the mother of Jesus: 2.1, 3,5, 19.25, 27. She had implicit confidence in his ability and word. The servants obeyed Christ's words literally and promptly, without question. Do these details characterize our service? The steward was unaware of the miracle but his subordinates knew of the great transformation. Knowledge of Christ is the starting point of true wisdom, Colossians 2:3. Finally, with this manifestation of His glory the disciples had a wider appreciation of Him whom they had followed. How much do I esteem His glory and grace?
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