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Invocation
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...Dear Lord, thank you for all your gifts... Please guide me to deliver your loving and forgiving message, free of contradictions and my own misinterpretations... Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven...Amen.
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Summary
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The New Testament presents a blend of two contradictory portraits of Jesus, with more emphasis given to Jesus as the son of Yahweh. This booklet highlights the New Testament’s minor portrait of Jesus as the son of God-the-Perfect, the unblemished perfect sacrificial lamb of God-the-Perfect.

Orthodoxy aside, which portrait of Jesus better conveys the message of Jesus?
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A dinner debate among Jesus and his thirteen apostles
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(Conspicuous by its absence at the dinner table is wine. Jesus, ever-mindful of his most important role as the perfect role model, does not drink wine, and modeling their behavior on his, his thirteen apostles do not drink either.)

(...Ten disciples [save Mary and Matthew] yelling at Thomas to stop his blasphemy)

Jesus (calmly raising his right hand for silence) (immediate, total silence): Now, now, please let Thomas speak freely.

Thomas: Lord, I have many doubts, while you doubtless know the answer. When I read the Bible, I see it as mostly spiritual chaff, and I cannot believe that every word comes from God.

(Mary Magdalene and Matthew nodding approvingly)

Jesus: For example, Thomas...

Thomas: Slavery – I cannot believe that a merciful and loving God would endorse enslaving our fellow human beings and their daily abuse. Slavery is a disgusting and degrading practice...

(Mary readying herself to speak)

Jesus: Mary, dear, do you have something to add?

(Mary shakes her head.)

Jesus: What else Thomas?

Thomas: Does God command “thou shalt not kill,” and then command the faithful to slaughter infidels in Holy Wars?​[2]

(Mary and Matthew nodding approvingly)

Jesus: ...And what do the rest of you say?

Peter: Lord, this is blasphemy. Every word of the Bible is the word of God.

John: Just so!

The other eight disciples: Just so!

Jesus: Save only Thomas, Matthew, and Mary, then, do the rest of you agree with the scribes, the Pharisees, and the high priests?

All except the trio: We do!

Jesus: So, you have no doubts that the Bible is pure spiritual wheat?

All except the trio: We have none.

Jesus: Really...Even the Pharisees have doubts...Are you sure you have none?

All except the trio: Thomas is wrong to doubt.

Jesus: ...So, in your view, God-the-Perfect authored a grossly imperfect code of 613 laws, with no single Supreme Law, with no definitions of important terms, with obvious contradictions, with some monstrous injustices like slavery and Holy Wars encouraged, with some critical laws missing, and with next-to-no subordination?

Peter and John: Indeed, God did!

Jesus: John, is such disorder a natural characteristic of Supreme Intelligence?

John: Why no... it is not. It is known that “God is not the author of confusion.”​[3]

Jesus: Then, John – as the creator of order, would not the Supreme Intelligence derive, logically, all important laws from a single Supreme Law, with proper subordinations, proper definitions of key terms, no contradictions, no injustices, no unnecessary laws, and no important omissions?

John: Yes, indeed...What is that supreme law?

Jesus: John, the supreme moral law is: “Be thou perfect.”​[4]

Always do what God-the-Perfect would do in your situation.​[5]

Imagine that God-the-Perfect became man, and by his words and deeds he showed you exactly what to say and do and exactly what not to say and not to do in every situation that came up.

Imagine also that providing this useful role model is part one of this son of God’s mission.

Peter: And part two of this son of God’s mission?

Jesus: Later, Peter...

Peter: And what are we to do in a novel situation?

Jesus: ...Excellent question, Peter. Deduce what to do from God’s Perfection.

For example, because God-the-Perfect has perfect self-control, control yourselves. Every “thou shalt not law” can be logically subsumed under “thou shalt control thyself.” If the Biblical law code were God-authored or even God-inspired,​[6] all the “thou shalt not” commandments would be so logically ordered, listed in order of their importance.

Thus:

	
Control thyself. Thus, never let any of these toxic emotions master you: 
	Never let pride, the deadliest sin, master you.

	Never let selfishness master you.​[7]


	Never let fear master you.​[8]


	Never let excuse-making master you.

	Never let excuse-accepting master you.

	Never let unkindness master you.

	Never let anger master you.

	Never let hate master you. 	Sublimate hate into tough love with a tender eye




	Never let mockery master you.

	Never let envy master you.

	Never let prejudice master you.

	Never let greed master you.

	Never let gambling master you.

	Never let temptations master you.

	&






Always repeat unto yourselves: “I am the master of my fate.”​[9] No excuses!

A second example: because God-the-Perfect is perfect, God-the-Perfect has perfect judgment. Therefore, as any being with average judgment realizes, “when in doubt, don’t.” 
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